MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
OF THE
SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER

DATE: Wednesday October 8, 2025

MEETING TIME: 1:30 p.m.
THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED BY
TELECONFERENCE.
YOU MAY ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING AS FOLLOWS:

JOIN FROM A PC, MAC, IPAD, IPHONE OR ANDROID DEVICE (NOTE: ZOOM APP MAY
NEED TO BE DOWNLOADED FOR SAFARI OR OTHER BROWSERS PRIOR TO LINKING) BY
GOING TO THIS WEB ADDRESS:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/881301390562pwd=RWVICq8Vn5FV5TDaz2puTuDdbPQT.1

If joining the meeting by phone, dial this number:
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
If you encounter problems joining the meeting using the link above, you may join from your Zoom
screen using the following information:
Meeting ID: 881 3013 9056
Passcode: 594060
TAC Member Teleconferencing Information is on the Next Page

OFFICERS
Chairperson: Jon Lear, MPWMD
Vice-Chairperson: Kim Shirley, City of Del Rey Oaks

MEMBERS
California American Water Company City of Del Rey Oaks City of Monterey
City of Sand City City of Seaside Coastal Subarea Landowners
Laguna Seca Property Owners Monterey County Water Resources Agency
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District
Agenda Item Page
1. Public Comments No
2. Administrative Matters: 3
A. Approve Minutes from the August 13, 2025 Meeting 22
B. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update 24
3. Approve Initial RFSs for Montgomery & Associates, Martin Feeney, and Gus Yates, and
Scope of Work for MPWMD for 2026 57
4. Progress Report on Updating Seaside Basin Groundwater Model 63
5. Progress Report on Geophysical Imaging Work Near Sentinel Well No. 4 65
6. Schedule 68
7. Other Business
There is currently no business that the TAC needs to conduct in November, so the next regular
meeting is planned for Wednesday December 10, 2025 at 1:30 p.m.
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

*** AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: October 8, 2025

AGENDA ITEM: 2.A

AGENDA TITLE: Approve Minutes from the August 13, 2025 Meeting
PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager
SUMMARY:

Draft Minutes from this meeting were emailed to all TAC members. Any changes requested by TAC
members have been included in the attached version.

ATTACHMENTS: Minutes from this meeting
RECOMMENDED Approve the minutes
ACTION:




D-R-A-F-T
MINUTES

Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting
August 13, 2025

Attendees: TAC Members
City of Seaside — No Representative
California American Water — David Pezzini
City of Monterey — Cody Hennings
Laguna Seca Property Owners — No Representative
MPWMD — Jon Lear
MCWRA — Amy Woodrow
City of Del Rey Oaks — No Representative
City of Sand City —Leon Gomez
Coastal Subarea Landowners — No Representative

Watermaster
Technical Program Manager-Bob Jaques

Others

Montgomery & Associates — Georgina King
SVBGSA — Sarah Hardgrave

MCWD - Patrick Breen

MPWMD — Maureen Hamilton

The meeting was convened at 1:34 by Chair Lear.

8. Public Comments
There were no public comments.

9. Administrative Matters:
A. Approve Minutes from the July 9, 2025 Meeting
On a motion by Mr. Pezzini, seconded by Mr. Gomez, the minutes were unanimously approved as
presented, with Ms. Woodrow abstaining as she had not attended that meeting.

B. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update
Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. There was no other discussion.

C. Clarification Regarding July 9, 2026 Seawater Intrusion Model Presentation
Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. There was no other discussion.

10. SVBGSA Deep Aquifers Monitoring Plan
Ms. Woodrow made a PowerPoint presentation describing the Deep Aquifers Monitoring Plan for
the Salinas Valley Basin. A copy of her presentation slides is attached. She reported that MCWRA is
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drafting this plan in collaboration with other entities. She noted that the deep aquifers are present in
the Seaside groundwater basin in the form of parts of the Paso Robles, Santa Margarita, and
Purisima formations. Mr. Lear noted that some of these are only present in the northern part of the
Seaside basin.

Ms. Woodrow went on to say that she is hopeful of having the deep aquifers managed as a whole -
across all of the subbasins within which the deep aquifers are found. She noted that the Seaside
Groundwater Basin Watermaster is already performing all of monitoring that needs to be done for
the reporting needs of the deep aquifer monitoring plan. Ms. King asked Ms. Woodrow for a list of
the monitoring wells located within the Seaside basin that are included in the deep aquifer
monitoring plan and Ms. Woodrow said she would provide that to her.

Isotope sampling is done in some instances to determine the age of the water in the formations.
Testing for tritium was used to see if the water is older or newer than around 1953. Mr. Lear
clarified that this enables you to tell whether the water is from an old or a recent recharge.

Ms. Hardgrave said that there were Measurable Objectives and Minimum Thresholds established in
the GSP’s for the deep aquifers. She went on to say that they will be reevaluating those in the future.

11. Preliminary Draft Updated Seawater Intrusion Response Plan
Mr. Jaques introduced the item and Ms. King made a PowerPoint presentation on it. Copies of her
slides are attached.

Induction logging since 2007 suggests that an increase of about 1,000 mg/L total dissolved solids has
been observed at a depth of about 200 feet at Sentinel Well No. 4. This would correlate to
approximately a 250 mg/L increase in chloride. Mr. Lear pointed out that you cannot tell why the
levels are increasing, i.e. is the increase due to intruded water moving downward from the dunes
sand, or coming in from the north, or from some other source.

Ms. King asked if for Indicator No. 5, should we use three years or five years? Mr. Jaques and Ms.
Woodrow felt that three years rather than five years would be better to enable response to begin
sooner.

Ms. King asked if the group was supportive of changing the time frames to simply read “as soon as
possible”. Mr. Jaques said he supported this and no one else objected, so that revision will be
incorporated.

The Pumping Redistribution Plan is being broken into two parts: Part 1 is the proactive part (before
seawater intrusion is identified) and Part 2 is the reactive part (after seawater intrusion has been
identified).

A rough cost estimate of between $70K to $80K would be required to do the Part 1 work.

Mr. Jaques said he supported the Preliminary Draft Seawater Intrusion Report Update as presented,
and recommended that it be sent to the Board for its review and discussion. On a motion by Mr.

Pezzini, seconded by Ms. Woodrow, this recommendation was unanimously approved.

12. Approve Monitoring and Management Program (M&MP) for FY 2026



Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. There were no questions or other
discussion. On a motion by Ms. Woodrow, seconded by Mr. Pezzini, the TAC unanimously
approved the proposed Monitoring and Management Program with Mr. Lear abstaining on the
advice of his legal counsel.

13. Approve the FY 2026 Monitoring and Management Program (M&MP) Operations and
Capital Budgets

Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. There were no questions or other

discussion. On a motion by Ms. Woodrow, seconded by Mr. Pezzini, the TAC unanimously

approved the proposed Monitoring and Management Program with Mr. Lear abstaining on the

advice of his legal counsel.

14. Schedule

Mr. Jaques commented that obtaining more of the electronic logging data for wells for use by
Geophysical Imaging Partners to analyze the data from their subsurface imaging was still in
progress.

8. Other Business
There was no other business.

The meeting adjourned at 3:06 p.m.
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

*** AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: October 8, 2025

AGENDA ITEM: 2.B

AGENDA TITLE: Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update
PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

At the State level:

Since the last TAC meeting I have not received anything from the State that impacts the Watermaster.

At the Monterey County level:
Attached are summaries of meetings held in August and September, 2025.

ATTACHMENTS: Meeting Summaries
RECOMMENDED None required — information only
ACTION:
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SUMMARY OF
PURE WATER MONTEREY., AND
SALINAS VALLEY AND
MARINA COAST WATER DISTRICT GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY
AGENCY ZO00M MEETINGS
IN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2025

Note: This is a synopsis of information from these meetings that may be of interest to the Seaside
Basin Watermaster

There were no meetings in August that contained agenda items impacting the Watermaster.

Monterey Subbasin Implementation Committee Special Meeting — September 25, 2025:
Due to a scheduling conflict I did not attend this meeting. However, there were no items of impact to
the Watermaster on the agenda. The agenda items included:
e Selection of the Monterey Subbasin Committee member to be on the SVBGSA Advisory
Committee. Two people, Mark Kennedy and Robert Long, who both reside in the
Monterey Subbasin, is or was an Advisory Committee member, and is or was a Monterey
Subbasin Committee member, submitted applications to fill the Monterey Subbasin seat
on the Advisory Committee. Both have an interest in agricultural issues involved in
groundwater management. I indicated I had no preference between the two applicants and
felt either one would be able to adequately represent the Monterey Subbasin on the
Advisory Committee.
e Planning for demand management within the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin. This is
an ongoing topic that has been on the agenda of meetings of all of the subbasin
committees for some time and is expected to continue for some time into the future.
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
*** AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: October 8, 2025

AGENDA ITEM: 3

AGENDA TITLE: Approve Initial RFSs for Montgomery & Associates, Martin Feeney, and
Gus Yates, and Scope of Work for MPWMD for 2026

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY: Attached are the proposed initial contracts for each of the Watermaster’s consultants that are
expected to work on M&MP activities in 2026. Montgomery & Associates (M&A), Martin Feeney, and
Gus Yates are currently working under a master form of agreement with the Watermaster called a
“Professional Services Agreement” (PSA). Actual work assignments are made through the issuance of
Requests for Service (RFS) under the umbrella language of the PSA. MPWMD is working under a Master
Agreement that MPWMD developed in 2021. Rather than RFSs, this new Master Agreement calls for actual
work assignments to be made through the issuance of “Scopes of Work” (SOW) under the umbrella
language of the Master Agreement.

In the past Gus Yates services have been provided through his employer Todd Groundwater. Mr. Yates
recently informed me that he is retiring from Todd Groundwater, but will continue providing hydrogeologic
consulting services directly to some of his clients, including the Watermaster. Because of Mr. Yates
extensive knowledge of the Seaside Basin and of groundwater issues in much of the Salinas Valley Basin, I
have prepared a PSA and an RFS directly for him to continue being able to provide the Watermaster with
on-call/as-needed services as he has in the past.

The attached RFSs and the one SOW constitute the proposed initial 2026 work assignments for each of these
consultants as follows:

e Montgomery & Associates RFS No. 2026-01 covering their providing general hydrogeologic
consulting services and for providing assistance in preparing documents that the Watermaster will
need to submit to fulfill its reporting requirements under the Sustainable Groundwater Management
Act.

e Montgomery & Associates RFS No. 2026-02 covering their preparing the 2026 SIAR.

e MPWMD SOW No. 2026-01 covering their anticipated 2026 M&MP tasks, and covering their
obtaining water quality and water level data from private producers who ask the Watermaster collect
this data for them. The costs for the latter work are reimbursed by the private producers, and there is
no net cost to the Watermaster for performing that work.

e Martin Feeney RFS No. 2026-01 covering his providing general as-requested hydrogeologic
consulting services.

e Gus Yates PSA and RFS No. 2026-01 covering his providing general as-requested hydrogeologic
consulting services.

These consultants have reviewed the cost and scope details of these proposed contracts and their input has
been included in the attached versions of the contracts. As of the date of preparation of this agenda item I
had not heard back from Mr. Lear at MPWMD to receive any final revisions he would like to make to the
attached MPWMD SOW, so he may bring up some edits at today’s meeting.
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
*** AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

AGENDA ITEM: " 3 (Continued)

If geochemical modeling needs to be performed on Cal Am’s desalination plant water in 2026, and if that
indicates the need to develop mitigation measures for possible adverse impacts from introducing non-native
water into the Basin, I will develop an additional RFS for Montgomery & Associates during 2026 to use the
Seaside Basin Groundwater Model to provide information for use in performing that geochemical modeling
to develop such mitigation measures.

Also, if it is decided that geophysical imaging near Sentinel Well No. 4 has been able to provide useful
information, an RFS for Geophysical Imaging Partners to perform additional subsurface imaging in 2026
can be prepared. Funds for these additional RFSs have been included in the M&MP Operations Budget for
2026. When and if drafted, the RFSs would come to the TAC for approval before going to the Board.

In 2024 Martin Feeney announced that he will no longer be able to manage the induction logging of the four
Sentinel Wells located along the coastline in the former Fort Ord. That work was taken over by MPWMD,
and their Scope of Work includes this additional work. However, Mr. Feeney said he would remain
available to provide when-requested consulting services to the Watermaster.

The TAC is being asked to approve these contracts before they go to the Board for approval at the Board’s
November meeting. This sequence of approvals will enable the contracts to become effective January 1,
2026.

ATTACHMENTS: 5 - Proposed Consultant Contracts for FY 2026:
e Two RFSs — Montgomery & Associates
One RFS — Martin Feeney

One PSA and 1 RFS — Gus Yates

One SOW - MPWMD

RECOMMENDED Discuss and either modify or approve the proposed contracts
ACTION:
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

*** AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: October 8, 2025

AGENDA ITEM: 4

AGENDA TITLE: Progress Report on Updating Seaside Basin Groundwater Model
PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY: A contract was issued to Montgomery & Associates in late 2024 to develop
recommendations for the Watermaster on how best to update, or replace, the Watermaster’s existing
Seaside Basin Groundwater Model. The attached August 14, 2024 Proposal from M&A (which is the
Scope of Work for their contract RFS No. 2024-03), describes the work to be performed in preparing
those recommendations.

As the schedule originally envisioned for this work shows, it was expected that this work could be
completed in early 2025. However, the ongoing modeling development work being performed by the
Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency’s (SVBGSA) modeling team has taken much
longer than originally expected. Consequently, development of recommendations pertaining to the
Seaside Basin Groundwater Model has been significantly delayed.

Mr. Pascual Benito, who will be preparing those recommendations recently provided this status report
and update. He has not yet started working on the actual memo of recommendations, as the work he has
been doing over the last several months has all been focused on supporting the Salinas Valley Integrated
Hydrogeologic Model (SVIHM) and Seawater Intrusion (SWI) Model updates and recalibrations. He
reported that in their current states, neither of those models is still adequately representing the Seaside
subbasin Deep Aquifer, and so improving this is a big part of the work that SVGBGSA will be funding
him to continue working on with EKI (MCWD’s hydrogeologic consultant) over the next several
months. Even the versions he did review were still not finalized and he understands that they are
currently wrapping up the modeling reports. So at this point in time he could only provide some
preliminary recommendations and an overview of current limitations based on what he knows now about
the current versions of the models and their different limitations. However, he was not anticipating being
able to provide the finalized formal recommendations until this next round of updates and improvements
in the Seaside and Monterey Subbasins is completed.

Given this state of things I told Mr. Benito to wait on preparing his recommendations until the next set of
SWI updates and evaluation is completed and he has a better understanding of how well the SWI model
can support the Watermaster's needs.
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

*** AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

AGENDA ITEM: 4 (Continued)

Mr. Benito said he met with the SVGBGSA modelers on September 25, 2025. Based on the schedule
they are working with it looks like this next round of model updates that focuses on improving the
performance of the models in the Seaside subbasin area would be finished at end of this year. That would
be followed by model documentation during the first two months of 2026. He is now projecting that he
could provide us his model update recommendations sometime in early to mid- 2026

ATTACHMENTS: August 14, 2024 Proposal from M&A
RECOMMENDED None required — information only
ACTION:
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

*%** AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: October 8, 2025

AGENDA ITEM: 5

AGENDA TITLE: Progress Report on Geophysical Imaging Work Near Sentinel Well
No. 4

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY:

Subsurface imaging near Sentinel Well No. 4, where there has been a steady increase in conductivity
in the strata between 180 and 200 feet below ground surface, was performed by Geophysical Imaging
Partners in July of this year. It was originally expected that their report on this work would have been
received by now. However, it has taken them longer to compile the data and prepare the report than
originally planned. As of October 1, 2025 they reported to me that the report was under internal
review, and the final version of the report is expected to be ready in the immediate future.

In the meantime they provided me a preliminary version of the report, and I will be reviewing and
commenting on it over the next several days. Attached is the Preliminary Conclusions section of the
report. They cautioned that the conclusions section might change slightly (after internal review) but
the body of the preliminary report should remain intact. To save TAC members from having to read
the entire preliminary version of the report, and then the final version when it is received, I have only
included the Preliminary Conclusions section for today’s meeting. The full final version of the report,
and a presentation on it by Geophysical Imaging Partners, will be on the agenda for the December
TAC meeting.

ATTACHMENTS: Preliminary conclusions from this work
RECOMMENDED None required — information only
ACTION:
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Preliminary Conclusions

This section provides general conclusions and an overall interpretation of the results in terms of the
structures observed in the geophysical data. The interpretations are made based on very limited
supplementary data. Two geophysical logs (Induction log) and the lithology described in the well
completion report for four wells are included on the vertical sections.

The vertical distribution of sSTEM resistivities measured during this field event is consistent with a
sequence (from surface downward) of:

* Unsaturated sand (dune sands and Aromas Fm.)

* Freshwater-saturated sand « Saltwater saturated sand
* Relatively fine-grained Paso Robles Fm.

» Relatively coarse-grained Paso Robles Fm.

* Underlying Purissima Fm.

The spatial distribution of STEM resistivities shows a general pattern of increasing resistivity moving
inland at most depths. However, the zone of interest (180-200 ft) shows local variations from this
pattern, with certain soundings showing relatively lower resistivity values, with the best examples seen
in soundings (soundings 6 and 7) to the south and east of MW-4. Due to the heterogeneous nature of the
Paso Robles Formation, these variations could be driven by lithologic and/or pore fluid salinity changes.
Given the observations at MW-4, it is likely that pore fluid salinity is a contributing factor to the
observed pattern, consistent with some level of variable seawater intrusion in this zone.

Within the study area, this pattern did not appear to extend inland further than approximately MW-4.
Because MW-4 has a consistent pattern of decreasing resistivity in the zone of interest and sits at the
landward edge of the observed pattern in the STEM results, it is likely that seawater intrusion impacts the
areas of notably lower sTEM resistivity values greater than the impacts observed at MW-4. The irregular
spatial distribution of this effect would be consistent with seawater intrusion occurring preferentially in
higher-permeability pathways within the heterogeneous Paso Robles Formation, such as channel sands.

Soundings further inland (east of Highway 1) were likely impacted by noise from electrical infrastructure

but measured notably higher resistivities within the zone of interest, which may suggest that significant
seawater intrusion has not yet reached these areas.
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

*** AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: October 8, 2025

AGENDA ITEM: 6

AGENDA TITLE: Schedule

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager
SUMMARY:

As aregular part of each monthly TAC meeting, I will provide the TAC with an updated Schedule of
the activities being performed by the Watermaster, its consultants, and the public entity (MPWMD)
which are performing certain portions of the work.

Attached is the updated schedule for 2024 activities.

There is no business for the TAC to conduct in November, so the next TAC meeting will be on
December 10, 2025

ATTACHMENTS: Updated Schedule of Work Activities for FY 2025

Provide Input to Technical Program Manager Regarding Any
RECOMMENDED Corrections or Additions to the Schedules
ACTION:
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

*** AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: October 8, 2025

AGENDA ITEM: 7

AGENDA TITLE: Other Business

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager
SUMMARY:

The “Other Business” agenda item is intended to provide an opportunity for TAC members or others
present at the meeting to discuss items not on the agenda that may be of interest to the TAC.

ATTACHMENTS: None
RECOMMENDED None required — information only
ACTION:
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