
1 
 

  M E E T I N G   N O T I C E   AND   A G E N D A 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

                                                            OF THE 
SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

 
       DATE:  Wednesday, December 11, 2024 

MEETING TIME:  1:30 p.m. 
 

THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED BY 
TELECONFERENCE AND WILL NOT BE HELD IN THE MONTEREY ONE WATER OFFICES.  

YOU MAY ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING AS FOLLOWS:  
JOIN FROM A PC, MAC, IPAD, IPHONE OR ANDROID DEVICE (NOTE: ZOOM APP MAY NEED 
TO BE DOWNLOADED FOR SAFARI OR OTHER BROWSERS PRIOR TO LINKING) BY GOING 

TO THIS WEB ADDRESS: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85897927124?pwd=hG1wDtHzwLsPgZIKsHNFxbWDlRPbZr.1 

 If joining the meeting by phone, dial this number:  +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

 
If you encounter problems joining the meeting using the link above, you may join from your Zoom 

screen using the following information: 
Meeting ID: 858 9792 7124 

Passcode: 506151 
TAC Member Teleconferencing Information is on the Next Page 

OFFICERS 
Chairperson:  Jon Lear, MPWMD 
Vice-Chairperson:  Kim Shirley, City of Del Rey Oaks 
MEMBERS 

California American Water Company                 City of Del Rey Oaks                         City of Monterey              
City of Sand City                                  City of Seaside                                  Coastal Subarea Landowners 
 Laguna Seca Property Owners                                               Monterey County Water Resources Agency             

Monterey Peninsula Water Management District 
Agenda Item 

1. Public Comments 
2. Administrative Matters: 

A. Approve Minutes from the November 13, 2024 Meeting 
B. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update 
C. Results from Fall 2024 Induction Logging of the Sentinel and Other Monitoring Wells   
D. Update on SNG Well  

3. Discuss and Provide Input on the 2024 Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report (SIAR)  
4. Discuss and Provide Input on the Preliminary Draft Watermaster 2024 Annual Report  
5. Schedule 
6. Other Business  
There will be no need for a January 2025 TAC meeting, so the next TAC meeting will be on 
Wednesday February 12, 2025 at 1:30 p.m.   
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TAC MEMBER TELECONFERENCING INFORMATION 
 
 

NAME ENTITY LOCATION 
Amy Woodrow Monterey County Water 

Resources Agency 
5 Carriage Way, Durham, NH.  
 

Kim Shirley City of Del Rey Oaks 4 Baxter Place, Del Rey Oaks, CA 
Andreas Baer City of Seaside Engineering Trailer,  

440 Harcourt Avenue 
Seaside, CA  

Tim O’Halloran  California American Water 511 Forest Lodge Rd. Suite 100 
Pacific Grove, CA  

Cody Hennings City of Monterey Orca Conference Room,  
735 Pacific Street #B,  
Monterey CA 

Jon Lear 
 

Monterey Peninsula Water 
Management District 

5 Harris Court, Bldg. G, Monterey, CA 

Leon Gomez  City of Sand City City Hall in Sand City, 1 Pendergrass 
Way, Sand City, CA 93955 

Paul Bruno Coastal Subarea Landowners 192 Healy Ave, Marina, CA 

Eric Tynan Laguna Seca Subarea 
Landowners 

11528 Castro Street, Castroville, CA. 
95012  
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: December 11, 2024 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.A 

AGENDA TITLE: Approve Minutes from the November 13, 2024 Meeting 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   
 
Draft Minutes from this meeting were emailed to all TAC members.  Any changes requested by TAC 
members have been included in the attached version.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Minutes from this meeting 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Approve the minutes 
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D-R-A-F-T 
MINUTES 

 
Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 

November 13, 2024 
 

 
Attendees: TAC Members 

City of Seaside – Dan Meewis 
California American Water – David Pezzini  
City of Monterey – No Representative 
Laguna Seca Property Owners – No Representative 
MPWMD – No Representative 
MCWRA – Amy Woodrow 
City of Del Rey Oaks – Kim Shirley 
City of Sand City –Leon Gomez  
Coastal Subarea Landowners – No Representative 
 
Watermaster 
Technical Program Manager-Bob Jaques 
 
Others 
MCWD – Patrick Breen 

___________________________________________________________________ 
The meeting was convened at 1:35 p.m. by Ms. Shirley who Chaired the meeting as the Vice Chair, due 
to the absence of Mr. Lear, the Chair.   
 
1. Public Comments 
There were no public comments. 
 
2. Administrative Matters: 

 
A. Approve Minutes from the August 14, 2024 Meeting 
On a motion by Mr. Pezzini, seconded by Mr. Gomez, the minutes were unanimously approved as 
presented. 
 
B. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update 
Mr. Shirley asked about the quantities of water expected to be produced by the seawater extraction 
barrier desalination plant, if that project is constructed.  She also asked if the Seaside Basin would be 
able to purchase desalinated water from that plant.  Mr. Jaques responded that if the plant were 
constructed large enough to meet the 180/400-Foot Aquifer Subbasin’s GSP Seawater Intrusion 
Measurable Objective, it would need to extract about 100,000 AFY and the plant would be expected 
to produce about 70,000 AFY of desalinated water.  Mr. Jaques said that some months ago he had 
requested that the Seaside Basin be included in the list of potential recipients of such water, but was 
told that the SVBGSA was only planning to provide desalinated water to entities within its 
jurisdictional boundaries.  The Seaside Basin is not within those boundaries.  Mr. Jaques went on to 
say that as this project is further developed, if it is found to be financially and otherwise viable, the 
Watermaster should again make this request in a more formal manner. 
 
Mr. Pezzini asked if the Watermaster would get a copy of the feasibility study for this project when it 
becomes available, and Mr. Jaques said he would obtain a copy. 
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3. Approve Initial RFSs for Montgomery & Associates, MPWMD, Martin Feeney, and Todd 

Groundwater for 2025 
Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Pezzini, seconded by Ms. Woodrow, to approve all of these contracts and 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
4. Schedule 

Mr. Jaques reported that there were no schedule updates from the prior schedule. 
 
5. Other Business  
There was no other business. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:44 p.m. 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: December 11, 2024 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.B 

AGENDA TITLE: Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

At the State level: 
Since the last TAC meeting I have not received anything from the State that impacts the Watermaster. 
 
At the Monterey County level:    
Attached are summaries of meetings held in November 2024.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Meeting Summaries and Draft Report 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

None required – information only 
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SUMMARY OF  
PURE WATER MONTEREY, AND   

SALINAS VALLEY AND  
MARINA  COAST WATER DISTRICT GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY 

AGENCY ZOOM MEETINGS  
IN NOVEMBER 2024 

 
Note: This is a synopsis of information from these meetings that may be of interest to the Seaside Basin 

Watermaster 
 
180/400-Foot Aquifer Subbasin GSP Implementation Committee Meeting, November 21, 2024: 
They did not have a quorum, but proceeded with a discussion of the non-action informational item.  A 
presentation was made by Duncan MacEwan of ERA Economics (SVBGSA’s Demand Management 
consultant) on demand management concepts and the “Planning for Uncertainty” public workshops they 
will be (or are already) holding on demand management. 

 They will conduct an economic analysis of the demand management alternatives 
 They will quantify costs and benefits of the alternatives 
 Alternatives they have identified are: 

o Land repurposing  
o Reduced pumping (voluntary)  
o Irrigation and production practices  
o Urban (M&I) conservation  
o Rotational fallowing (voluntary)  
o Fallow bank (voluntary)  
o Alternative crops Land retirement (voluntary)  
o Recycled water Tiered fees  
o Education /Water use data  
o Other? 

 They described case studies they had done of some of these alternatives that are being 
implemented in other GSAs 

o Madera County GSA:  Voluntary Land Repurposing Program 
  Voluntary Fallow Banking 

o Napa Valley Subbasin GSA:  Groundwater Pumping Reduction (GPR) Program  
 Reduced pumping (voluntary)  
 Irrigation and production practices  
 Urban (M&I) conservation 
 Recycled water 
 Education 
 Water use data  

o  Madera County GSA:  Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program (MLRP)  
 Land repurposing 
 Irrigation and production practices 
 Alternative crops 

o  Vina Subbasin GSA:  Extend Orchard Replacement Program (EORP) 
 Rotational fallowing (voluntary) 

 They described some Pricing Examples in use in other GSAs 
o Colusa Subbasin – GSP development included an evaluation of incentives to switch from 

groundwater to surface water in selected areas.  Included potential for informal market   
o PV Water – Recharge Net Metering Program with an Incentive-driven rebate program  
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o Sonoma – GSP fees set based on estimated water use.  There were issues with fairness, 
and with effectiveness of price to reduce demand 

o Their next steps will be to begin the economic analysis: 
  Develop baseline economic data 
 Outreach 
 Continue to support discussion for demand management options 

 
There were numerous questions from Committee members and members of the public about how these 
programs are funded, incentives, feasibility, practicality, etc. 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: December 11, 2024 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.C 

AGENDA TITLE: Results from Fall 2024 Induction Logging of the Sentinel Wells   

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

The logging performed on October 29, 2024 and was supervised by Cory Steinmetz of MPWMD.  Mr. 
Steinmetz is familiar with these wells and had received a tutorial from Mr. Feeney on how to download and plot 
the attached induction logging results.   
 
Mr. Steinmetz commented that this year the PCA East and PCA West Deep wells were added to the survey. 
During the PCA East survey, the induction tool made it down all but the last 30 ft of the well. At the PCA West 
well, refusal was experienced at 388 feet. The logger surveyed the well from 388 ft to the surface, and that data 
will be included in the 2024 Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report.  For reference, also attached are the depth-to-
geologic units for all surveyed wells. 388 feet in the PCA West well is deep enough into the Paso Robles 
Formation to see the areas where conductivity has previously been rising. 
 
Mr. Steinmetz also commented that after a quick look at the data, Sentinel Wells No. 1 and No.2 are showing the 
same upward trend in conductivity over time in select zones that was noticed last year. He did not notice any 
obvious increases in Sentinel Wells No. 3 and No.4 compared to last year.  
 
I asked Mr. Feeney, who have managed the induction logging for many years, to also review the data and 
provide his comments.  This was Mr. Feeney’s reply: 

 I have reviewed the 2024 induction logs.  Generally, they look good and the data are consistent with past 
logging results.  

 The data files contain some negative values at the bottom. These are invalid. He typically deleted them 
when he was plotting the results. 

 The spikes toward the bottom of the induction log for PCA East are the metal casing centralizers. He 
typically deleted that data because it makes a gap in the trace. 

 The increase in conductivity in Sentinel Well No. 2 at about 375’ does not appear in Sentinel Well No. 1. 
Both of these wells are located outside of the Seaside Basin. 

 He agrees with Mr. Steinmetz that the data shows no conductivity increases in Sentinel Wells No. 3 or 4.  
 The “noise” in the bottom of Sentinel Well No. 3 shown [in the November 2023 data] is the old 

transducer cable. [As noted above that cable was fished out in the summer of 2024 and the noise does not 
appear in the 2024 data].  

 
Last year a group of our hydrogeologic consultants met to discuss the findings of the 2023 induction logging 
results.  Some of their principal conclusions were: 

 The group agreed that conductivity in SBWM-1, 2 and 4 appeared to be increasing over time in defined 
zones in the Paso Robles. It was noted that the conductivity increases translate to no more than 100 mg/L 
increase in TDS (for reference drinking water limit is 500 mg/L) 

 The closest production well to SBWM-4 that is pumping from the Paso Robles Aquifer is the Coe 
Avenue Well (Golf Course well) about 0.7 miles away. All the golf course irrigation wells are screened  
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.C (Continued) 

at least in part in the shallow (Paso Robles) aquifer. Almost all of CalAm’s production wells are screened 
in both the shallow and deep aquifers. 

 All agreed SBWM-3, which had a logger and cable lost in the bottom of the well, should have these 
fished out and relogged. [This was performed in late summer of 2024 and a new logger and cable were 
installed.] 

 Induction logging of PCA-West Shallow could potentially be performed to see if increased conductivity 
is also occurring in the Paso Robles at that location. Unfortunately, PCA-W Shallow is screened deeper 
than the zone where the increasing conductivity is in SBWM-4, so it was not logged.. 

 The group decided that immediate action is not required yet because the conductivity increases have been 
small so far.  

 
The 2024 Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report (see Agenda Item 3) reports that over the past 17 years that 
induction logging has been performed, there has been steadily increasing conductivity (and thus increasing TDS) 
at some depth zones in the upper portions of the Paso Robles aquifer, but not at the depths where any of the 
production wells are screened.  Given the collective conclusion of our experts that no action is required at this 
time due to the relatively small conductivity increases in recent years, it appears the only action needed will be 
to continue to monitor this apparent trend as future induction logging is performed to try to ascertain whether or 
not it is significant. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 1. Maps showing locations of the Sentinel Wells 

2. Induction Logging Results from Watermaster’s Sentinel Wells and 
PCA-West Deep and PCA-East Deep, including the 2024 logging 
results.  For the Sentinel Wells the plots also show the induction 
logging results from prior years, all plotted on the same graphs for ease 
of comparison.  Areas of continued concern in the 2024 logging are 
circled to highlight them, and expansions of those portions of the plots 
are included. 

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION: 

None required – information only 
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SBWM MW-1 
Area of Interest Enlarged 
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SBWM MW-2 

Area of Interest Enlarged 
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SBWM MW-4 

Area of Interest Enlarged 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: December 11, 2024 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.D 

AGENDA TITLE: 
Update on SNG Well 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   
As reported and discussed at several TAC meetings in prior months, the Security National Guaranty 
(SNG) well, located in the dunes area in the northern portion of Sand City, is believed to have a 
deteriorating steel casing that is allowing seawater intruded shallow groundwater to leak downward into 
the deeper aquifer.  Because of litigation in progress the well owner reported that he was not allowed to 
do any work to repair or destroy the well. 
 
In the late summer of 2024 the Watermaster Board directed its legal counsel to contact the Court where 
the litigation is being conducted, and to ask that the well owner be allowed to proceed with repairs or 
destruction of the well prior to the completion of that litigation.  As of November 2024 legal counsel has 
had limited success in making progress on this issue, but did report that it is their understanding that SNG 
is now working with Craig Evans Pump Testing Services to investigate the well and determine next steps. 
Legal counsel is also continuing to press for more rapid action.  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: None 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

None required – information only 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: December 11, 2024 

AGENDA ITEM: 3 

AGENDA TITLE: Discuss and Provide Input on the 2024 Seawater Intrusion Analysis 

Report (SIAR) 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   
Montgomery & Associates has completed preparing the Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report (SIAR) for 
Water Year 2024 and the Executive Summary, which contains conclusions and recommendations, is 
attached.  The complete SIAR is lengthy, so rather than including it in this agenda packet it is being 
posted on the Watermaster’s website so TAC members wishing to review the entire document could do 
so.  The website link is:  https://seasidegroundwaterbasinwatermaster.wpcomstaging.com/wp-
content/uploads/2024/12/WY2024-Entire-Seawater-Intrusion-Analysis-Report-for-posting.pdf 
 
The SIAR examines the “health” of the Basin with regard to whether or not there are any indications that 
seawater intrusion is either occurring or is imminent.  Previous SIARs have stated that depressed 
groundwater  levels,  continued  pumping  in  excess  of  recharge  and  freshwater  inflows,  and  ongoing 
seawater  intrusion  in  the  nearby  Salinas  Valley  all  suggest  that  seawater  intrusion  could  occur  in 
the  Seaside  Groundwater  Basin.  In spite  of  these  factors,  the previous SIARs stated that neither the 
Piper nor the Stiff Diagrams nor any of the other parameters indicated the presence of  seawater  intrusion 
in  the existing  monitoring  wells. The 2024 SIAR reports that the evaluation of the data from the 
sampling and monitoring program continues to indicate that seawater intrusion is not occurring.   

A representative from Montgomery & Associates will participate in today’s TAC meeting to provide an 
oral summary of the report and to respond to questions by TAC members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: Executive Summary from the 2024 SIAR 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Discuss and either modify or approve the SIAR and forward the 

document to the Board with the TAC’s recommendation for approval 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: December 11, 2024 

AGENDA ITEM: 4 

AGENDA TITLE: Discuss and Provide Input on the Preliminary Draft Watermaster 2024 

Annual Report 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   
The Watermaster submits an Annual Report to the Court after the end of each Water Year to fulfill one of 
its obligations under the Court Decision that created the Watermaster.   
 
A Preliminary Draft Annual Report for 2024 is being presented to the TAC for its review and input at 
today’s TAC meeting.  Due to its large file size, a complete copy of the Preliminary Draft 2024 Annual 
Report cannot be included with the agenda packet. However, a copy of the body of the Preliminary Draft 
is attached.  A copy of the complete Preliminary Draft Annual Report is being posted on the Watermaster’s 
website for anyone that would like to examine the entire document. The website link to this is: 
https://seasidegroundwaterbasinwatermaster.wpcomstaging.com/wp-
content/uploads/2024/12/Preliminary-Draft-2024-Annual-Report-241128-for-Posting-1.pdf 
  
The purpose of this Agenda item is to provide an opportunity for the TAC to raise questions, provide input, 
and/or provide suggested edits to the document.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: Preliminary Draft 2024 Annual Report (Body only) 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Provide input to the Technical Program Manager regarding any edits to 

the Preliminary Draft Annual Report that the TAC wishes to propose 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: December 11, 2024 

AGENDA ITEM: 5 

AGENDA TITLE: Schedule  

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   
As a regular part of each monthly TAC meeting, I will provide the TAC with an updated Schedule of 
the activities being performed by the Watermaster, its consultants, and the public entity (MPWMD) 
which are performing certain portions of the work.  
 
Attached are the updated schedule for 2024 activities, and the proposed schedule for 2025 activities. 
The 2024 schedule now shows M&A performing an evaluation of options for updating the Seaside 
Basin Groundwater Model.  A contract for that work was approved by the Board at its November 6, 
2024 meeting, and the TAC authorized the Technical Program Manager to have this work performed 
at its August 14, 2024 meeting.  M&A looked at the draft schedule for updating the Model, and felt 
that as a place holder it looks reasonable, but they think we will likely need to revise it next year after 
the evaluation of options has been performed and we have a better understanding of the actual scope 
of the model update work, and the complexity and level of effort and staffing needs associated with 
that scope.  
 
Some activities which may be needed in 2025, such as further geochemical modeling if the MPWSP 
desalination plant begins construction or if groundwater modeling is needed to assess the impacts of 
the Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Monterey Subbasin, will be added during the year if 
necessary. 
 
There will be no need for a January 2025 TAC meeting, so the next TAC meeting will be on 
Wednesday February 12, 2025 at 1:30 p.m.   

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Updated Schedule of Work Activities for FY 2024 
2. Proposed schedule for 2025 activities 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Provide Input to Technical Program Manager Regarding Any 
Corrections or Additions to the Schedules 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: December 11, 2024 

AGENDA ITEM: 6 

AGENDA TITLE: Other Business  

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   
The “Other Business” agenda item is intended to provide an opportunity for TAC members or others 
present at the meeting to discuss items not on the agenda that may be of interest to the TAC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
None 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

None required – information only 

 


