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SEASIDE GROUNDWATER BASIN WATERMASTER 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

AGENDA  
Wednesday, January 3, 2024 – 2:00pm IN-PERSON  

Monterey One Water Board Room 
5 Harris Court, Building “D”, Ryan Ranch, Monterey, California 

 
Watermaster Board 
Coastal Subarea Landowner – Director Paul Bruno 
City of Seaside – Mayor Ian Oglesby 
California American Water – Director Christopher Cook 
City of Sand City – Mayor Mary Ann Carbone 
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District (MPWMD) – Director George Riley 
Laguna Seca Subarea Landowner – Director John Gaglioti 
City of Monterey – Council Member Kim Barber 
City of Del Rey Oaks – Council Member Kim Shirley 
Monterey County/Monterey County Water Resources Agency – Supervisor Wendy Root Askew, District 4 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. ROLL CALL 
III. ELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS FOR CALENDAR YEARS 2023 AND 2024 

A.  Chairperson - (Must be member of the Board of Directors) – Currently Mayor Oglesby 
B.  Vice Chairperson - (Must be member of the Board of Directors) – Currently Mayor Carbone 
C.  Secretary - (Need not be a member of the Board of Directors) – Currently Admin. Officer Paxton 
D.  Treasurer - (Need not be a member of the Board of Directors) – Currently Director Gaglioti 
 

IV. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS  
Oral communications are on each meeting agenda in order to provide members of the public an 
opportunity to address the Watermaster on matters within its jurisdiction. Matters not appearing on the 
agenda will not receive action at this meeting but may be referred to the Watermaster Administrator or 
may be set for a future meeting. Presentations will be limited to three minutes or as otherwise 
established by the Watermaster. In order that the speaker may be identified in the minutes of the 
meeting, it is helpful if speakers state their names.  

V. REVIEW OF AGENDA 
A vote may be taken to add to the agenda an item that arose after the 72-hour posting deadline pursuant 
to the requirements of Government Code Section 54954.2(b). (A 2/3-majority vote is required) 

VI. ORAL PRESENTATION – None 

VII. CONSENT CALENDAR  
A. Minutes of Regular Board meeting held November 1, 2023 ................................................................ 3 
B. Board and TAC schedule of meetings for 2024 .................................................................................... 7 
C. Summary of Payments made September through October 2023 .......................................................... 9 
D. Fiscal Year 2023 Financial Reports through November 30, 2023 ...................................................... 13 
E. Professional Service Contracts for Fiscal Year 2024: ........................................................................ 19 

1. Two Contracts with Montgomery & Associates, Inc. — one for $14,070 for providing ongoing 
and as-requested general hydrogeologic consulting services during the year, and the second for 
$28,020 to prepare the Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report (SIAR) for 2024 
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2. One Contract with Martin Feeney—for $4,000 to provide on-call/as-requested hydrogeologic
consulting services for 2024

3. One Contract with Todd Groundwater—for $4,000 to provide on-call/as-needed hydrogeologic
consulting services for 2024

4. One Contract with MPWMD—for $77,525 to perform monitoring and other work on the
Seaside Groundwater Basin Monitoring and Management Program (M&MP) for 2024,
including Sentinel Wells induction logging previously performed by Martin Feeney

5. One Contract with Klein, DeNatale, Goldner, Cooper, Rosenlieb and Kimball, LLP—for
$25,000 to provide Watermaster legal services for 2024

F. Water Year 2024 Declaration of Unavailability of Artificial Replenishment Water (Water Year
2024 Production Allocations and Basin Storage Allocations attached) ............................................. 61 

G. Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report for 2023. The Executive Summary is included in the Board
agenda packet. The complete SIAR is posted on the Watermaster website at
https://www.seasidebasinwatermaster.org/Other/2023%20Seawater%20Intrusion%20Analysis%
20Report_withAppendices20231207_TAC_Draftv2.pdf ................................................................... 65 

H. Acknowledgement that the extraction of water identified in the City of Seaside Notice of Intent
for Assignment and Transfer of Production Allocation dated November 1, 2023 will be from
California American Water wells, not from City of Seaside wells ..................................................... 73 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS
A. Consider Approving Water Year 2023 Watermaster Annual Report. The body of the Draft 2023

Annual Report is included in the Board agenda packet. The complete Draft version is posted at
https://www.seasidebasinwatermaster.org/Other/2023%20Preliminary%20Draft%20Annual%20
Report%2012-6-23.pdf ....................................................................................................................... 77 

IX. OLD BUSINESS
A. Consider format for future Watermaster board meetings  .................................................................. 99 

X. INFORMATIONAL REPORTS (No Action Required)
A. Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) draft meeting minutes December 13, 2023 ........................ 101 
B. Replenishment Ad Hoc Committee (RAHC) draft meeting minutes November 1, 2023 ................ 105 
C. Watermaster report of production of the Seaside Basin through Water Year 2023

(October 1, 2021 – September 30, 2023) .......................................................................................... 107 
D. Replenishment Fund Assessment calculations and 2023 Standard Producer Assessments ............. 109 
E. Sentinel Well #4 damage repair update to TAC dated December 13, 2023 ..................................... 111 
F. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Monthly Updates October – November 2023 ............. 113 

XI. DIRECTOR’S REPORTS
XII. STAFF COMMENTS
XIII. CLOSED SESSION

Pursuant to Government Code §54956.9(c), the board will confer with district counsel to review one
matter of potential litigation.

XIV. Consider motion to adjourn to next regular Watermaster Board meeting to be held on Wednesday,
February 7, 2024 - 2:00 P.M.

This agenda was forwarded via e-mail to the City Clerks of Seaside, Monterey, Sand City and Del Rey Oaks; the Clerk of the Monterey Board of Supervisors, the Clerk 
to the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District; the Clerk at the Monterey County Water Resources Agency, Monterey One Water and the California American 
Water Company for posting on December 28, 2023 per the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code Section 54954.2(a).



SEASIDE GROUNDWATER BASIN WATERMASTER 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, November 1, 2023 In-Person 
Monterey One Water Board Room 

5 Harris Court, Building “D”, Ryan Ranch, Monterey, California 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Oglesby was absent. Director Bruno presiding called the meeting to order 
at 2:00p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL  
California American Water (CAW) – Director Chris Cook 
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District (MPWMD) – Director George Riley 
City of Monterey – Council Member Kim Barber 
City of Del Rey Oaks – Council Member Kim Shirley 
Monterey County/Monterey County Water Resources Agency – Supervisor Wendy Root Askew 
Coastal Subarea Landowner – Director Paul Bruno 
Absent:  
Laguna Seca Subarea Landowner – Director John Gaglioti 
City of Seaside – Mayor Ian Oglesby 
City of Sand City – Mayor Mary Ann Carbone 
Others Present: 
Laura Paxton, Watermaster Administrative Officer (AO)  
Robert Jaques, Watermaster Technical Program Manager (TPM) 
Joseph Hughes, Watermaster Legal Counsel (Virtually) 
Jonathan Lear, MPWMD 
Maureen Hamilton, MPWMD 
Yuri Anderson, Chief of Staff for Supervisor Wendy Root Askew 
Sheri Damon, City Attorney, City of Seaside 

 
III. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS – There were no public communications. 

IV. REVIEW OF AGENDA – There were no requested changes to the agenda. 
 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR  
A. Minutes of Regular Board meeting held September 6, 2023 
B. Summary of Payments made August through September 2023 
C. Fiscal Year 2023 Financial Reports through September 30, 2023 

Director Cook requested Item B be pulled for discussion. 
It was moved by Director Riley, seconded by Director Shirley, and unanimously carried 
6-0 to approve consent agenda Items A and C. 

 
Director Cook commented on the inter-agency/basin coordination noted in the billings. TPM 
Jaques works closely with area Groundwater sustainability Agencies to ensure the best interests 
of the Seaside Groundwater Basin are taken into consideration. 
It was moved by Director Shirley, seconded by Director Barber, and unanimously carried 
6-0 to approve consent agenda Item B. 
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VI. ORAL PRESENTATION – None 

 
VII. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Unit Cost Calculations importance, purpose, history and alternative calculation options. 
Ms. Paxton highlighted her transmittal on the item. There is correction to the wording in the last 
sentence of the second to last paragraph on page 22: The granting of the request is subject to 
CAW’s obligation to provide future replenishment of the Basin equal to the number of acre feet 
CAW overproduced and for which CAW receives a Replenishment Credit. Director Riley 
reiterated his contention expressed at multiple past meetings that the calculation method he is 
proposing is good math, as opposed to the bad math used and approved by the Watermaster 
Budget and Finance Committee and subsequently the Board since 2017.  
 
Director Cook felt there could be many calculation methods beyond those proposed by Director 
Riley that consider nuanced calculation factors, however refining methods has been and is 
currently of minimal consequence, and so supported the recommended use of Director Riley’s 
method, with continued review of the basis of project costs each year. Under the recommended 
unit cost calculation method, Director Bruno noted the City of Seaside would be impacted by an 
increased assessment if it continues to overproduce as it has in past years. City of Seaside City 
Attorney, Sheri Damon addressed the board agreeing that a lower unit cost is better for the City 
of Seaside.  
 
There was discussion of the intent of the Replenishment Fund with respect to purchasing 
recharge water available from current or future supply projects. The Watermaster 
Replenishment Ad Hoc Committee has been formed to find a funding mechanism to cover the 
failure of the Replenishment Fund in attaining a balance needed to procure replenishment water 
to bring to health a Basin overproduced decades prior to the filing of the Decision and 
establishment of the fund.  
 
Directors Riley and Bruno noted that the Replenishment Fund and Unit Costs are straight math 
taken directly out of the Decision; the requested change is strictly an administrative issue and 
not one of policy.  
 
It was moved by Director Barber, seconded by Director Riley, and unanimously carried 
6-0 to authorize use of individual flow-weighted averages for each project when 
calculating Replenishment Assessment Unit Costs for Water Year 2024 and future years, 
and adopt a 2024 Replenishment Assessment Unit Cost for Natural Safe Yield 
Overproduction of $4,528.63 and for Operating Yield Overproduction of $1,132.16. 

   
Director Riley requested the charts in the staff report to be of a readable size when printed. 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Options for in-person vs. virtual vs. hybrid board meetings in light of pending legislation that may 

loosen restrictions on teleconferencing/virtual meetings. 
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Ms. Paxton highlighted her transmittal on the item. Supervisor Askew offered the county 
supervisor conference room with virtual meeting capability at no charge to conduct Watermaster 
meetings. To Director Bruno’s recollection having attended almost all board meetings since 
Watermaster inception, meeting in person had not been over burdensome, and during COVID 
years he did not notice an increase in public participation with virtual attendance as an option. 
Director Bruno supported public participation including virtual attendance and cost savings by 
meeting at a courtesy cost-free location. 
 
Supervisor Askew felt there were significant benefits to having the public attend virtually and 
supported that option beginning with the next meeting. Counsel Hughes stated a legal case could 
be made that the county supervisor conference room situated outsides the bounds of the Basin 
would be an acceptable meeting location under Brown Act requirements (at its September 6, 2023 
meeting, the board acted to define Watermaster jurisdiction as within the bounds of areas 
represented by its board members). Sheri Damon, City of Seaside City Attorney addressed the 
board suggesting Watermaster look into using the City’s meeting room that has virtual capability 
and is within the bounds of the Seaside Groundwater Basin to remove any doubt as to meeting 
location legitimacy per the Brown Act. City Attorney Damon would prefer to attend meetings 
virtually however acknowledged hate speech issues have been challenging for many local 
agencies; she recommended Watermaster have a procedure at hand for such an occurrence. 
 
Director Riley felt it premature to act on the issue until the fee for the Monterey One Water 
technician was known, and until the City of Seaside and City of Sand City board representatives 
were present to have a full discussion. 
 
It was moved by Director Riley, seconded by Council Member Barber, and unanimously 
carried 6-0 to table the item until the next meeting when Monterey One Water technician 
fees are known and there is full board participation in the discussion.  
 

IX. INFORMATIONAL REPORTS (No Action Required) 
A. FO-09 Well installation photos 
B. Correspondence from Marina Coast Water District Groundwater Sustainability Agency to City of 

Seaside on well testing noise mitigation 
C. Watermaster Report of Production of the Seaside Basin through 4th Quarter Water Year 2023 

(January 1, 2023 – September 30, 2023)  
D. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Monthly Updates August – September 2023  
 

Director Cook appreciated Mr. Jaques assembling the Monthly Updates. Recent conversations with 
various Groundwater Sustainability Agency representatives raised concern regarding the lack of 
understanding of water flow between the Seaside Groundwater Basin and other Salinas Valley Basin 
subbasins and the intention of Watermaster in managing its basin in cooperation with other 
subbasins. Director Cook requested a representative from Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency (SVBGSA), a consultant or staff member, present the modeling method for 
the Monterey, 180/400, Laguna Seca, and Corral de Tierra Subbasins as they relate to the Seaside 
Basin. It may be beneficial to have Watermaster consultants available. Mr. Jaques noted that initially 
the SVBGSA had a model developed for the entire Salinas Basin that was determined to not 
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correlate correctly at subbasin interfaces. For the Monterey Subbasin, the major subbasin abutting 
the Seaside Basin, Marina Coast Water District GSA consultant, EKI Environment & Water, Inc. 
created a separate model, the basis of which he determined interfaces correctly with the Seaside 
Groundwater Basin.  
 

X. DIRECTOR’S REPORTS 
Director Bruno will host a Watermaster holiday party co-hosted by CAW on Thursday, December 14 at 
6:00pm at his home. An invitation by email will be sent out.  
 
Director Riley noted that Judge Wills issued his decision on MPWMD’s challenge to the Local Agency 
Formation Commission decision, giving guidelines including having MPWMD draft a writ of mandate 
for consideration in the next three to ten weeks.   

 
XI. STAFF COMMENTS – Ms. Paxton advised of a formula error in the Report of Production under 

Informational Reports in the agenda packet, and provided a corrected printed report. The report will 
undergo further review by Montgomery and Associates when the 2023 Seawater Intrusion Analysis 
Report is prepared. 
 
Reformatting and update of the Watermaster website is underway with a prototype still a few months 
out. It is planned to add a photo to the name of each board member. If there are no objections, staff 
will obtain photos of each board member from the internet, or will contact if a photo is needed. 
 

XII. CLOSED SESSION – There was no closed session held. 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT – There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:20 p.m. to a 

regular Board meeting to be held Wednesday, December 6, 2023 – 2:00 p.m., in person. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Laura Paxton, Board Secretary 
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SEASIDE GROUNDWATER BASIN  

WATERMASTER 
 

2024 
SCHEDULE OF REGULAR MEETINGS 

 
         BOARD                TAC 
 
JANUARY              3   10 
 
FEBRUARY             7   14 
 
MARCH              6   13 
  
APRIL              3                         10 
 
MAY                      1     8 
 
JUNE              5   12 
 
JULY                                                   3                         10 
 
AUGUST                                               7                         14 
 
SEPTEMBER                                       4   11 
 
OCTOBER                                           2            9 
 
NOVEMBER                                        6           13 
 
DECEMBER               4           11 
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ITEM VII.C.
1/3/24

TO: Board of Directors
FROM: Laura Paxton, AO
DATE: January 3, 2024
SUBJECT: Summary of Payments made October through November 2023

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Paxton Associates (Administrative Officer (AO)) 21.5 @110 2,365.00$         
September 26 through October 25, 2023 

52 @150 7,800.00$         

Montgomery & Associates (General Consulting Operations) 3.0 $205/hr 615.00$            

SEASIDE GROUNDWATER BASIN WATERMASTER

Consider approving bill payments submitted and authorized to be paid October through November 2023

Robert Jaques (Technical Program Manager)
October 1 through October 31, 2023     

Summary of Payments Made October 2023

Responded to telephone inquiries, e-mail, and other correspondence as needed regarding the Seaside Basin; 
November board mtg agenda prep/confer w/Jaques; call to Hughes re: RAHC presentation; contact Gaglioti re: 
remote meetings. Finalize WM board & RAHC meeting agendas/send for posting; email to Hughes for
funding options memo; contact Bruno to be RAHC alternate facilitator; prepare summary of payments Aug-Sep; 
finacial rpts through 9/30/23. Assisted with Bruno holiday party invites. Routinely picked up mail from PO Box; 
reconciled accounts to the City of Seaside Watermaster accounts; prepared financial reports; processed invoices; 
reviewed and posted items to web site.

Responded to emails, telephone inquiries, and other correspondence on a variety of Watermaster issues;  
Review/approve L. Paxton invoice; assist in getting FO-9 well encroachment issued; review packet materials for 
10/5 180/400 foot GSP implementation committee meeting; begin preparing 2023 Annual Report (AR); Prep 
for/attend 8/21 B&F Com meeting; review/approve M&A invoice; visit SBWM-4 well to install protective posts 
and flagging to keep it from being damaged when restoration grading occurs; examine its vault to see how it can 
be restored for bolting down; pick up gate key from MPWMD office for access to SBWM-4 well site; review 
10/19 Advisory Committee meeting agenda packet; visit FO-9 well site to observe drilling work in progress; 
review agenda packet for 10/25 Advisory Committee meeting; telecon w/ L. Paxton re: WM issues; visit FO-9 
well site to observe drilling work in progress; begin preparing 2024 consultant contracts; telecon w/ M&A re: 
geophysical logging of FO-9 well; review/respond to inquiry from M&A re: unpaid July invoice; review and 
provide comments on draft Replenishment Assessment Unit Cost Board agenda transmittal per L. Paxton request; 
SBWM-4 well site visit to install lock down bolts on well vault cover; teleconference w/ L. Paxton and C. Cook 
re: WM website issues; visit FO-9 well site to observe casing being installed and placement of gravel pack filter; 
attend GSP-related meetings

RFS 2023-01
P. Benito review initial and revised Deep Aquifer Study presentation to
prep for HCM Agency Meeting; attend Deep Aquifer Study agency
meeting on HCM; respond to follow up questions and data request
regarding PWM well and lithology information presentation

June 1 through July 31, 2023 *payment delayed due to invoice lost in email
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Montgomery & Associates (FO-09 Well Installation Capital Project) 1.5 $228/hr 342.00$            
1.0 $182/hr 182.00              

Montgomery & Associates (FO-09 Well Installation Capital Project) 1.0 $228/hr 228.00$            
0.5 $182/hr 91.00                

Montgomery & Associates (FO-09 Well Installation Capital Project) 5.0 $182/hr 910.00$            

2,368.00$         

Monterey Peninsula Water Management District 71.0 136 9,656.00           
18.0 196 3,528.00           

Direct costs 4,783.18           
Mileage 119.00              

Admin Support 126.00              
18,212.18$       

Total for October 2023 30,745.18$       

Klein DeNatale Goldner (Counsel Hughes - Admin Services) 1.5 @375 562.50$            
September 19, 2023 - November 17, 2023 

Klein DeNatale Goldner (Counsel Hughes - Replenishment Services) 2.3 @375 862.50$            
September 19, 2023 - November 17, 2023 

 $         1,425.00 

Paxton Associates (Administrative Officer (AO)) 64.5 @110 7,095.00$         
October 26 through November 25, 2023 

Prepare for/attend November 1, 2023 Ad Hoc Committee meeting; telecon w/Paxton
Total Klein DeNatale Goldner

Communication with the contractor and client updates; provide executed 
subcontractor agreement and signed well permit application to C-57 
contractor; and follow up on well permit status

September 1 through September 30, 2023 
RFS 2023-03
Construction Management: review contractor submittals / resubmittals

RFS 2022-05 F-09 Well Installation
June 1 through July 31, 2023 *payment delayed - invoice lost in mail

September 1 through September 30, 2023 
RFS 2022-05 F-09 Well Installation
Project Management: Coordinate contractor availability issues; review 
project with other potential contractors; and ongoing attempts to coordinate 
schedule with Maggiora Bros

April through June 2023 RFS 2023-01

Responded to telephone inquiries, e-mail, and other correspondence as needed regarding the Seaside Basin; 
Damon/Ascent letter review & followup email to Cody Phillips; City of Seaside/CAW transfer notice to 
parties/Stoldt email/follow up w/Damon & Jaques re: transfer; 2024 budget notice to parties; arrange Damiani mtg 
to determine method of handling Seaside overproduction; correct production report with Seaside prefered 
overproduction method, correct all related AR documents/send to Jaques; cancel 12/6 board meeting; correct 
LSRA production report and send all production reports to Georgina; prepare all Annual Reports; SIARS; Court 
documents for new website; prepare RA assessment invoices/statements/docs for email and US mail
distribution; meet w/Damiani/correct RA Fund & Assessments; deposit Capital Fund revenue at Seaside; teleco 
w/Sheller DBO; followup with City of Seaside to obtain 2023 water quality report; Forward quality reports from 
MMP & City of Seaside to M&A. Routinely picked up mail from PO Box; reconciled accounts to the City of 
Seaside Watermaster accounts; prepared financial reports; processed invoices; reviewed and posted items to web 
site

Attend November 1, 2023 board meeting

Summary of Payments Made November 2023

Database entry/maint; water level collection; WQ sample & datalogger 
collection; SW #4 visit; MSC pump work & sample
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Paxton Associates (New Website Construction) 13 @110 1,430.00$         
WordPress & site hosting annual fee 105.70$            

 $         8,630.70 

33.5 @150 5,025.00$         

Montgomery & Associates (General Consulting) 0.5 $228/hr 114.00$            
3.0 $205/hr 615.00$            

Montgomery & Associates (FO-09 Well Installation Capital Project) 0.5 $250/hr 125.00$            

Montgomery & Associates (FO-09 Well Installation Capital Project) 7.5 $228/hr 1,710.00$         
22.0 $182/hr 4,004.00$         
46.0 $138/hr 6,348.00$         
90.0 $118/hr 10,620.00$       

Mileage/Expenses 2,439.08$         

25,975.08$       

Martin B. Feeney, PG CHg Consulting Hyrogeologist 14.0 $200/hr 2,800.00$         
Locking pluc for MW4 28.14                

Pacific Surveys video/induction logging 6,366.83           
Markup 639.50              

 $         9,834.47 
Total for November 2023 50,890.25$       

September 1 through October 31, 2023
RFS 2023-01
Review correspondence from M1W and Watermaster regarding simulated 
cross-boundary flows and impact on seawater intrusion; respond to 
request from B. Jaques to review new DWR AEM data sets; acquire and 
download AEM data sets for Monterey Bay Region and conduct 
preliminary review of report and profiles;  respond to emails from Jaques 
on sentinel wells and SNG well

Project Management: communication regarding driller

September 1 through October 31, 2023

September 1 through September 30, 2023 
RFS 2023-03

Total Paxton Associates

RFS 2022-05 F-09 Well Installation

Robert Jaques (Technical Program Manager)
November 1 through November 30, 2023     
Responded to emails, telephone inquiries, and other correspondence on a variety of Watermaster issues;  Prepare 
agenda transmittals for and attend 11/1 Board & RAHC meetings; meet w/ B. DeBoer at FO-9 well site re: 
locking cover on the well; review Court's intended decision on the MPWMD vs. LAFCO litigation; prepare 
Consultants work schedule for 2024; review City of Seaside's water wheeling request and provide comments to 
Paxton per her request; final visit to FO-9 well site to see completed well box and pad; Review/approve Paxton, 
M&A, and MPWMD 2023 invoices; telecon w/ C. Steinmetz and G. King re: SIAR issues; evaluate and plot 
Sentinel Well induction logging results; download and begin review of Draft SIAR; continue preparing 2023 
Annual Report

Induction logging - work stopped due to equipment fail
Total Martin Feeney

Construction Management: coordinate encroachment permit and project 
kickoff meeting; coordination with contractor and field staff; review 
contractor submittals, drilling schedule, and status of encroachment permit 
with T. Hicks; travel to and from FO-9R shallow well site; oversee 
borehole drilling; prepare template for approval of preliminary well design; 
prepare final well design; coordinate clean-out pass, caliper survey, and 
construction; and upload field photographs

August - November 2023
RFS 2023-01, Hydrogeologic Consulting
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ITEM VII.D.
1/3/24

2023 
 Adopted 
Budget 

October 5, 
2022

Contract Amount
Year to Date 

Revenue / 
Expenses

Available Balances & Assessments
Other Assessments - 
FY (Rollover) 39,500.00        55,111.67         
Admin Assessments 60,500.00        60,500.00         

Available 100,000.00      115,611.67       

Expenses
Contract Staff 60,000.00        60,000.00          51,420.70         
PAC / 3D Basin Modeling 3,000.00          3,000.00            3,000.00           
Legal Counsel 12,000.00        20,000.00          * 2,812.50           

Filing fees and postage - 
Total Expenses 75,000.00        83,000.00          57,233.20         

Total Available 25,000.00        

Dedicated Reserve 25,000.00        - 

Net Available - 58,378.47         

* $8,000 of the contracted amount is an approximation of expenditures related to the Replenishment Fund

Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster
 Budget vs. Actual Administrative Fund

 Fiscal Year (January 1 - December 31, 2023)
Balance through November 30, 2023
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ITEM VII.D
1/3/24

2023 Adopted 
Budget

Contract 
Encumbrance

Year to Date 
Revenue/Expenses

Available Balances & Assessments
Operations Fund Assessment 274,930.00$   -$  274,930.00$   
Pass Through - 3,678.00 
FY 2022 Rollover (estimated) 50,000.00 - 50,000.00 

Total Available 324,930.00$   -$  328,608.00$   

Appropriations & Expenses
GENERAL

Technical Project Manager* 75,000.00$   75,000.00$   54,525.00$   
Contingency @ 10% (not including TPM ) 32,600.00 - 

Total General 107,600.00$   75,000.00$   54,525.00$   

CONSULTANTS (Montgomery; Web Site Database)
Program Administration 22,744.00$   
Production/Lvl/Qlty Monitoring 8,600.00 
Basin Management 70,000.00 
Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report 27,176.00 27,176.00 - 

Total Consultants 128,520.00$   52,320.00$   7,266.83$   

MPWMD
Production/Lvl/Qlty Monitoring 49,754.00$   64,297.00 18,212.18 
Pass Through 2023 20,042.00 - 6,501.00 
Basin Management - - 
Seawater Intrusion - - - 
Direct Costs - - - 

Total MPWMD 69,796.00$   64,297.00$   24,713.18$   

CONTRACTOR (Martin Feeney)
Hydrogeologic Consulting Services 4,000.00$   4,000.00 600.00 
Production/Lvl/Qlty Monitoring 11,014.00 11,013.30 - 

15,014.00$   15,013.30$   600.00$   

CONTRACTOR (Todd Groundwater)
Hydrogeologic Consulting Services 4,000.00$   4,000.00$   - 

Total Appropriations & Expenses 324,930.00$   210,630.30$   87,105.01$   

Total Available - 241,502.99 

 Fiscal Year (January 1 - December 31, 2023)
Balance through November 30, 2023

Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster
Budget vs. Actual Monitoring & Management - Operations Fund

25,144.00$   7,266.83$   
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2023 Adopted 
Budget 

December 7, 2022
Contract 

Encumbrance

Year to Date 
Revenue / 
Expense

Available Balances and Assessments:
Monitoring & Management Fund - Capital 240,000.00$   -$   
FY 2022 carryover 66,666.99 66,666.99     
Transfer out to Operations Fund - - 

Subtotal 306,666.99      66,666.99 
Appropriations & Expenses:

Professional Services
Project Management - 23,600.00$   * 41,611.35     

Subtotal - 23,600.00 41,611.35     
Direct Costs

Well Drilling - 240,000.00 ** 258,197.00   1,800.00       
Subtotal 240,000.00 258,197.00   1,800.00       

Total Appropriations and Expenses 240,000.00 281,797.00$ 43,411.35     

Total Available 66,666.99$   23,255.64$   

**RFS 2023-03 for $258,197 is for actual construction of the well. Costs increased between adoption of the budget and 
letting of the RFS with Montgomery and Associates. Watermaster will share the $258,197 well construction expenses with 
MCWD & MPWMD - agreement executed September 2023. Capital Fund Assessments were levied on Watermaster 
Standard Producers, payment due to Watermaster December 15, 2023.

Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster
 Budget vs. Actual Monitoring and Management - Capital Fund

 Fiscal Year (January 1 - December 31, 2023)
Balance through November 30, 2023

* RFS 2022-05 for $23,600 covers design and planning for the new well and is funded by the 2022 $66,667 carryover amount
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Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster VII.D
Replenishment Fund 1/3/23

Water Year 2023 (October 1 - September 30) / Fiscal Year (January 1 - December 31, 2023) Page 1
Balance through November 30, 2023

Replenishment Fund 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Assessment Water Year WY 05/06 WY 06/07 WY 07/08 WY 08/09 WY 09/10 WY 10/11 WY 11/12 WY 12/13 WY 13/14 WY 14/15 WY 15/16
Unit Cost: a $1,132 / $283 $1,132 / $283 $2,485 / 621.25 $3,040 / $760 $2,780 / $695 $2,780 / $695 $2,780 / $695 $2,780 / $695 $2,702/$675.50 $2,702/$675.50 $2,702/$675.50

b -$     1,641,004$     4,226,710$     (2,871,690)$        (2,839,939)$        (3,822,219)$        (6,060,164)$        (8,735,671)$        (6,173,771)$        (3,102,221)$        (676,704)$     
Cal-Am Water Production (AF) c 3,710.00 4,059.90             3,862.90 2,966.02             3,713.52             3,416.04             3,070.90             3,076.61             3,232.10             2,764.73 1,879.21 

Cal-Am Water NSY Over-Production (AF) d 1,862.69 2,266.32             2,092.16 1,241.27             1,479.47             1,146.71             820.48 856.42 1,032.77             782.17 - 

Exceeding Natural Safe Yield Considering 
Alternative Producers e  $          2,106,652  $         2,565,471  $          5,199,014  $         3,773,464  $         4,112,933  $         3,187,854  $         2,280,943  $         2,380,842  $         2,790,539  $         2,113,414 - 

Operating Yield Overproduction Replenishment f -$      $              20,235  $ 8,511  $ -  $ -  $ -  $            154,963  $            181,057  $            281,012  $            312,103 - 
Total California American g  $         2,106,652  $         2,585,706  $         5,207,525  $         3,773,464  $         4,112,933  $         3,187,854  $         2,435,907  $         2,561,899  $         3,071,550  $        2,425,516  $ - 

CAW Credit Against Assessment h (465,648)$     (12,305,924)$     (3,741,714)$     (5,095,213)$     (5,425,799)$     (5,111,413)$     

CAW Unpaid Balance i 1,641,004$    4,226,710$    (2,871,690)          (2,839,939)$    (3,822,219)$    (6,060,164)$    (8,735,671)$    (6,173,771)$    (3,102,221)$    (676,704)$    (676,704)$    

City of Seaside Balance Forward j -$     243,294$     426,165$     1,024,272$     1,619,973$     891,509$     (110,014)$     (773,813)$     (1,575,876)$        (2,889,325)$     (3,346,548)$     

City of Seaside Municipal Production (AF) k 332.00 287.70 294.20 293.44 282.87 240.68 233.72 257.73 223.64 185.01 195.16 

City of Seaside NSY Over-Production (AF) l 194.07 153.78 161.99 153.06 113.21 50.84 58.82 85.17 52.71 25.77 37.87
Exceeding Natural Safe Yield Considering 
Alternative Producers m  $             219,689  $            174,082  $             402,540  $            465,300  $            314,721  $            141,335  $            163,509  $            236,782  $            142,410  $              69,630  $            102,330 

Operating Yield Overproduction Replenishment n  $ 12,622  $ 85  $ 4,225  $              16,522  $              20,690  $ -  $ 1,689  $              27,007  $ 3,222  $ 38  $              11,959 

Total Municipal o  $            232,310  $            174,167  $            406,764  $            481,823  $            335,412  $            141,335  $            165,198  $            263,788  $            145,631  $             69,667  $            114,290 

City of Seaside - Golf Courses (APA - 540 AFY)
Exceeding Natural Safe Yield - Alternative 
Producer p - - 131,705$     69,701$     - - - - - - - 

Operating Yield Overproduction Replenishment q - - 32,926$     17,427$     - - - - - - - 

Total Golf Courses r -$     -$     164,631$     87,128$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     

Total City of Seaside* s  $             232,310  $            174,167  $             571,395  $            568,951  $            335,412  $            141,335  $            165,198  $            263,788  $            145,631  $              69,667  $            114,290 
City of Seaside Late Payment 5% t  $ 10,984  $ 8,704  $ 26,712  $              26,750  $              15,737 

In-lieu Credit Against Assessment u (1,079,613)$     (1,142,858)$     (828,996)$     (1,065,852)$        (1,459,080)$        (526,890)$     (162)$     

City of Seaside Unpaid Balance v 243,294$    426,165$    1,024,272$    1,619,973$    891,509$    (110,014)$    (773,813)$    (1,575,876)$    (2,889,325)$    (3,346,548)$    (3,232,420)$    

Mission Memorial Park

Mission Memorial Park Production (AF) w 20.80 26.40 12.80 22.40 27.00 24.95 24.89 17.97 13.67 

Mission Memorial Park NSY Over-Production (AF) x - - - - - - - - - - - 
Exceeding Natural Safe Yield - Alternative 
Producer y - - - - - - - - - - - 

Operating Yield Overproduction Replenishment z - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Mission Memorial Park aa -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    

Total Replenishment Fund Balance bb 1,884,298$     4,652,874$     (1,847,417)$     (1,219,966)$     (2,930,710)$     (6,170,178)$     (9,509,483)$     (7,749,648)$     (5,991,546)$     (4,023,252)$     (3,909,125)$     

Replenishment Fund Balance Forward cc  $ -   1,884,298$     4,652,874$     (1,847,417)$    (1,219,966)$    (2,930,710)$    (6,170,178)$    (9,509,483)$    (7,749,648)$    (5,991,546)$     (4,023,252)$    
Total Replenishment Assessments dd  $          2,349,946  $         2,768,576  $          5,805,632  $         4,369,165  $         4,464,082  $         3,329,189  $         2,601,104  $         2,825,688  $         3,217,182  $         2,495,183  $            114,290 
Total Paid and/or Credited ee  $           (465,648)  $ -    $      (12,305,924)  $        (3,741,714)  $        (6,174,826)  $        (6,568,657)  $        (5,940,409)  $        (1,065,852)  $        (1,459,080)  $          (526,890)  $ (162)
Grand Total Fund Balance ff 1,884,298$     4,652,874$     (1,847,417)$     (1,219,966)$    (2,930,710)$    (6,170,178)$    (9,509,483)$    (7,749,648)$    (5,991,546)$    (4,023,252)$        (3,909,125)$    

  2015 = 195.0 AF golf course in-lieu
  2016 = 00.06 AF golf course in-lieu
  2017 = 00.00 AF golf course in-lieu

Cal-Am Water Balance Forward

* 2010 = 319.55 AF golf course in-lieu replenishment and 68.8 AF 4-party agmt in-lieu replenishment
  2011 = 411.1 AF golf course in-lieu replenishment
  2012 = 298.2 AF golf course in-lieu replenishment
  2013 = 383.4 AF golf course in-lieu replenishment
  2014 = 552.4 AF golf course in-lieu capped at 540 AF
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VII.D
Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster 1/3/24

Replenishment Fund Page 2
Water Year 2023 (October 1 - September 30) / Fiscal Year (January 1 - December 31, 2023)

Balance through November 30, 2023

Replenishment Fund 2017 2018 2019 2020 WY 2021 WY 2022 WY 2023
Totals WY 2006 
Through 2023

 Budget            
WY 2024

Projected Totals 
Through WY 

2024
Assessment Water Year WY 16/17 WY 17/18 WY 18/19 WY 19/20 WY 20/21 WY 21/22 WY 22/23 WY 23/24
Unit Cost: a $2,872 / $718 $2,872 / $718 $2,872 / $718 $2,872 / $718 $2,947 / $737 $3,260/ $815 $3,461/ $865 $4,569/$1,132

b (676,704)$     (491,747)$     (48,797,949)$       (47,979,852)$      (46,855,121)$      (46,855,121)$      (46,855,121)$      (46,855,121)$      
Cal-Am Water Production (AF) c 2,029.51 2,229.45 2,120.22 2,245.88 1,664.04 1,648.71 1,569.60             49,259.34 
Cal-Am Water NSY Over-Production (AF) d 64.40 374.65 284.85 334.21 - - -             14,638.57 

Exceeding Natural Safe Yield Considering 
Alternative Producers e  $             184,957  $         1,075,995  $             818,097  $            959,859 - - - 33,550,034$     - 33,550,034$       
Operating Yield Overproduction Replenishment f 164,872 - - -  $         1,122,753 - 1,122,753$     
Total California American g  $             184,957  $         1,075,995  $             818,097  $         1,124,731  $ - -$    -$     $       34,672,786 -  $       34,672,786 

CAW Credit Against Assessment h (49,382,196)$      - - - - -  $      (81,527,907) - (81,527,907)$      

CAW Unpaid Balance i (491,747)$    (48,797,949)$      (47,979,852)$    (46,855,121)$      (46,855,121)$      (46,855,121)$      (46,855,121)$      (46,855,121)$      (46,855,121)$      (46,855,121)$     

City of Seaside Balance Forward (120.28 AF) j (3,232,420)$     (3,142,500)$        (3,022,249)$     (2,919,806)$     (2,802,831)$        (2,708,829)$     (2,661,184)$        (2,661,184)$        
City of Seaside Municipal Production (AF) k 188.31 184.63 178.40 181.65 174.69 155.12 158.46 4,047.41 
City of Seaside NSY Over-Production (AF) l 30.47 32.46 27.82 32.06 25.52 11.69 - 1,247.31 

Exceeding Natural Safe Yield Considering 
Alternative Producers m  $ 87,512  $              93,225  $ 79,893  $              92,089  $              75,197  $              38,116 - 2,898,358$     0.00 2,898,358$     
Operating Yield Overproduction Replenishment n 2,409 27,026 22,550 24,886 18,806 9,529 -  $            203,263 0.00 203,263$     
Total Municipal o  $ 89,920  $            120,251  $             102,443  $            116,975  $              94,002  $              47,645  $ -    $         3,101,621 0.00  $         3,101,621 

City of Seaside - Golf Courses (APA - 540 AFY)
Exceeding Natural Safe Yield - Alternative 
Producer p - - - - - -  $            201,406  $            201,406 
Operating Yield Overproduction Replenishment q - - - - - -  $              50,353 50,353$     
Total Golf Courses r -$     -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$     $            251,759 251,759$     

Total City of Seaside* s  $ 89,920  $            120,251  $             102,443  $            116,975  $              94,002  $              47,645 -  $         3,353,380 0.00  $         3,353,380 
City of Seaside Late Payment 5% t  $              88,887  $              88,887 

In-lieu Credit Against Assessment u -                        - -  $        (6,103,451) - (6,103,451)$        
City of Seaside Unpaid Balance v (3,142,500)$    (3,022,249)$    (2,919,806)$    (2,802,831)$    (2,708,829)$    (2,661,184)$    (2,661,184)$    (2,661,184)$    (2,661,184)$    (2,661,184)$       

Mission Memorial Park (APA - 31 AFY)
Mission Memorial Park Production (AF) w 13.74 14.43 16.07 20.00 46.77 33.95 335.84
Mission Memorial Park NSY Over-Production (AF) x - - -                      -  15.77 2.95 18.72

Exceeding Natural Safe Yield - Alternative 
Producer y - - - - 46,488$     9,608$      $              56,096 56,096$     
Operating Yield Overproduction Replenishment z - - - - 11,626.00            2,401.97               $              14,028 14,028$     
Board Approved (5/4/22) Credit Against Assessment (33,114.00)          -  $             (33,114) (33,114)$     
$8,500 Applied to Admin Fund to cover expenses (8,500.00)            
Mission Memorial Park Unpaid Balance aa - - - - -   - -  $ -                              - -$     
Total o  $ -    $ -    $ -    $ -   16,500$    12,010$     $ -    $              28,510  $ -   28,510$    

Balance of Available Funds  $              35,046 

Total Replenishment Fund Balance bb (3,634,247)$     (51,820,198)$     (50,899,658)$       (49,657,952)$      (49,563,950)$      (49,516,305)$      (49,509,768)$      (49,487,795)$     (49,516,305)$      (49,516,305)$      

Replenishment Fund Balance Forward cc (3,909,125)$     (3,634,247)$    (51,820,198)$       (50,899,658)$      (49,657,952)$      (49,563,950)$      (49,516,305)$      (49,509,768)$      
Total Replenishment Assessments dd  $             274,877  $         1,196,246  $             920,540  $         1,241,706  $            110,502  $              59,655  $ -    $       38,143,563  $ -   38,143,563$       
Total Paid and/or Credited ee  $      (49,382,196)  $             (16,500)  $             (12,010)          (87,659,868) (87,659,868)        
Total Paid for Replenishment Legal Services ff  $ 6,536 6,536 21,974 28,510 
Grand Total Fund Balance gg (3,634,247)$    (51,820,198)$      (50,899,658)$      (49,657,952)$      (49,563,950)$      (49,516,305)$      (49,509,768)$       $     (49,509,768) (49,487,795)$      (49,487,795)$     

Cal-Am Water Balance Forward
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ITEM VII.E. 
1-3-24

SEASIDE GROUNDWATER BASIN WATERMASTER 
TO:      Board of Directors 
FROM:  Robert S. Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

    Laura Paxton, Administrative Officer
DATE:    January 3, 2024 
SUBJECT: Consider Approving the following Professional Service Contracts for Fiscal Year 2024: 

1. Two Contracts with Montgomery & Associates, Inc. — one for $14,070 for providing ongoing and
as-requested general hydrogeologic consulting services during the year, and the second for $28,020
to prepare the Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report (SIAR) for 2024

2. One Contract with Martin Feeney— for $4,000 to provide on-call/as-requested hydrogeologic
consulting services for 2024

3. One Contract with Todd Groundwater—for $4,000 to provide on-call/as-needed hydrogeologic
consulting services for 2024

4. One Contract with MPWMD—for $77,525 to perform monitoring and other work on the Seaside
Groundwater Basin Monitoring and Management Program (M&MP) for 2024, including Sentinel
Wells induction logging previously performed by Martin Feeney

5. One Contract with Klein, DeNatale, Goldner, Rosenlieb and Kimball, LLP—for $25,000 to provide
Watermaster legal services for 2024

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
RECOMMENDATIONS:
It is recommended that the Board approve the attached RFS No. 2024-01 and 2024-02 with Montgomery
& Associates, RFS No. 2024-01 with Martin Feeney, RFS No. 2024-01 with Todd Groundwater, SOW
2024-01 with MPWMD, and RFS No. 2024-01 with Klein, DeNatale, Goldner, Rosenlieb and Kimball.

BACKGROUND: 
Attached are the proposed initial contracts for each of the Watermaster’s consultants that are expected to 
work on M&MP activities, and for Watermaster legal services, during 2024. With the exception of 
MPWMD, each of these are currently working under a master form of agreement with the Watermaster 
called a “Professional Services Agreement” (PSA).  Actual work assignments are made through the 
issuance of Requests for Service (RFS) under the umbrella language of the PSA. For MPWMD there is a 
Master Agreement and actual work assignments are made through the issuance of “Scopes of 
Work” (SOW) under the umbrella language of the Master Agreement.   

DISCUSSION 
The attached RFSs and the one SOW constitute the proposed initial 2024 work assignments for each of 
these consultants as follows: 

• Montgomery & Associates RFS No. 2024-01 covering their providing general hydrogeologic
consulting services and for providing assistance in preparing documents that the Watermaster
will need to submit to fulfill its reporting requirements under the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act.

• Montgomery & Associates RFS No. 2024-02 covering their preparing the 2024 SIAR.
• MPWMD SOW No. 2024-01 covering their anticipated 2024 M&MP tasks, and covering their

obtaining water quality and water level data from private producers who ask the Watermaster
collect this data for them. The costs for the latter work are reimbursed by the private producers,
and there is no net cost to the Watermaster for performing that work.

• Martin Feeney RFS No. 2024-01 covering his providing general hydrogeologic consulting
service for 2024.

• Todd Groundwater RFS No. 2024-01 covering their providing general hydrogeologic consulting
services for 2024.

• Klein et al RFS No. 2024-01 covering their providing legal services for 2024.
19



These consultants have reviewed the cost and scope details of these proposed contracts and their input 
has been included in the attached versions of the contracts.  The technical contracts were reviewed by the 
TAC at its December 13, 2023 meeting and the TAC recommended that each of the contracts be 
approved. 

If geochemical modeling needs to be performed on Cal Am’s desalination plant water in 2024, and if that 
indicates the need to develop mitigation measures for possible adverse impacts from introducing non-
native water into the Basin, I will develop an additional RFS for Montgomery & Associates during 2024 
to use the Seaside Basin Groundwater Model to provide information to MPWMD’s consultant (Pueblo 
Water Resources) to use in performing that geochemical modeling to develop such mitigation measures.  
Funds for this additional RFS have been included in the M&MP Operations Budget for 2024. When and 
if drafted, the RFS would come to the TAC for approval before going to the Board. 

These contracts are being presented to the Board for approval at today’s meeting to ensure the contacts 
will be in effect by the start of 2024. All of these costs are included in the Budgets that the Board 
approved at its September 6, 2023 meeting, and the work covered by these contracts is essentially the 
same as the work performed for the Watermaster by these consultants in prior years. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Six Proposed Consultant Contracts for FY 2024: 
2 RFSs – Montgomery & Associates 
1 RFS – Martin Feeney 
1 RFS – Todd Groundwater 
1 SOW – MPWMD
1 RFS – Klein et al (Joseph Hughes) 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATERMASTER 
REQUEST FOR SERVICE 

DATE:     January 1, 2024 RFS NO. 2024-01 

TO:    Joseph Hughes FROM:  Laura Paxton
Klein, DeNatale, Goldner, Cooper,   Administrative Officer 
Rosenlieb & Kimball, LLP    WATERMASTER 

          PROFESSIONAL  

Services Needed and Purpose: Provide legal services to assist as may be requested by Watermaster. 

Completion Date: All work under this RFS will be completed no later than December 31, 2024. 

Method of Compensation: Time and Expense Payment Method. Hourly rates are described in 
Attachment 1. 

Total Price Authorized by this RFS: $25,000.00 (Cost is authorized only when evidenced by 
signature below.) 
(See Attachment 1 for derivation of Estimated Costs). 

Total Price may not be exceeded without prior written authorization by WATERMASTER in 
accordance with Section V. COMPENSATION.  

Requested by:  ___________________________________ 
 January 1, 2024 

Date:  ________________ 
    Laura Paxton, Administrative Officer 

Authorized by:  __________________________________  Date:_________________ 
  Ian Oglesby 
  WATERMASTER Chairman of the Board 

Agreed to by:  ____________________________________      Date: _________________ 
 Joseph Hughes 
 PROFESSIONAL 

RFS No. 2024-01 Klein, DeNatale, Goldner, Cooper, Rosenlieb & Kimball, LLP  Page 1 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

SCOPE OF WORK AND ESTIMATED COSTS 

BACKGROUND 

Under RFS No. 2024-01, PROFESSIONAL will render opinions on adjudicated basin related 
legal matters, interact with the judge presiding in the matter, attend meetings, review documents, 
determine appropriate response by Watermaster to Public Records Act requests, and other work 
as necessary to assist WATERMASTER. Requests for assistance will normally be made by 
email or by telephone by WATERMASTER staff.  

ESTIMATED COSTS 

$375 for attorneys with ten or more years’ experience 
$345 for attorneys with more than five years’ experience 
$300 for attorneys with less than five years’ experience. 

Work examples: time spent preparing documents, legal research, negotiations, conferences, 
telephone calls, emails, travel time and any time in court or before any government agency. 

Since there is no detailed scope of work for this RFS, it is not possible to provide a detailed 
breakdown of estimated costs. It is estimated that PROFESSIONAL may provide up to 66 hours 
of time assisting WATERMASTER with the work to be performed under this RFS. At 
PROFESSIONAL's hourly rate of $375, this would amount to $25,000. This serves as the basis 
for the Total Price set forth on page 1 of this RFS No. 2024-01.  
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ITEM VII.F. 
1/3/2024 

SEASIDE GROUNDWATER BASIN WATERMASTER 

TO: Board of Directors 

FROM: Laura Paxton, Administrative Officer 
DATE:           January 3, 2024 

SUBJECT: Watermaster Water Year 2024 Declaration of NO Replenishment Water Available 

PURPOSE: To notify all Seaside Groundwater Basin producers that the Watermaster has 
declared for Water Year 2024 that NO Artificial Replenishment Water is 
available to offset Over-Production in excess of Basin Operating Yield 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Consider approving Water Year 2024 Declaration of No Artificial Replenishment Water Available. 

DISCUSSION: 
The Court has declared in Section III L 3 j iii of the adjudication Decision that in the event 
Watermaster cannot procure Artificial Replenishment Water to offset Operating Yield Over- 
Production during the ensuing Water Year that the Watermaster Board shall so declare in December 
that no Operating Yield Over-Production then in effect may occur during the ensuing Water Year. 

Watermaster has determined that there is no foreseeable replenishment water available for 
Water Year 2024. As ordered by the Court at the January 12, 2007 hearing, commencing with 
the fourth Water Year, and triennially thereafter the Operating Yield for both Subareas will 
be decreased by ten percent (10%) until the Operating Yield is equivalent of the Natural Safe 
Yield. A sixth and final full triennial 10% reduction in Operating Yield went into effect Water Year 
2021.Beginning with Water Year 2022 Operating Yield is equivalent of the Natural Safe Yield. Note: 
"Free" and "Not-free" carryover was a function of ramp down in production; now that ramp down is 
complete and NSY = Operating Yield, carryover is no longer divided into "Free and Not-free" (NSY 
and Operating Yield) carryover. 

The 2020 (most current) Declaration of Useable Storage Space in the Basin is attached listing 
Standard Producer Allocations of Storage Space, revised to account for storage space 
recalculated in the updated Basin Management Action Plan finalized in 2019. (The Court 
declared in Section III F of the adjudication Decision that Carryover of a Standard Producer’s 
unproduced allocation is limited to the total amount of the Standard Producer’s Storage 
Allocation, and that in no circumstance may the sum of a Producer’s Storage Credits and 
Carryover Credits exceed the Producer’s available Storage Allocation.) Only Standard Producers 
are allocated storage space. 

If replenishment water becomes available in Water Year 2024, a revised Declaration will be issued. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1) 2024 Declaration of Unavailability of Replenishment Water with production limits
2) 2020 Declaration of Useable Storage Space in the Basin
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Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster 
2024 Artificial Replenishment Water Declaration of Availability 
Wednesday, January 3, 2024 
Page 1 of 3 

ITEM VII.F. 
1/3/2024 

NOTICE TO ALL SEASIDE 
GROUNDWATER PRODUCERS: 

Case No. M66343 Amended Decision Section III.B.2. 

Commencing with the fourth Water Year, and triennially thereafter, the Operating Yield for both 
Subareas will be decreased by ten percent (10%) until Operating Yield is the equivalent of the Natural 
Safe Yield unless: 

a. The Watermaster has secured and is adding an equivalent amount of Non-Native water to the
Basin on an annual basis; or

b. The Watermaster has secured reclaimed water in an equivalent amount and has contracted
with one or more of the Producers to utilize said water in lieu of their Production Allocation,
with the Producer agreeing to forego their right to claim a Stored Water Credit for such
forbearance; or

c. Any combination of a and b above which results in the decrease in Production of Native Water
required by this Decision; or

d. The Watermaster has determined that Groundwater levels within the Santa Margarita and
Paso Robles aquifers are at sufficient levels to ensure a positive offshore gradient to prevent
seawater intrusion.

The Watermaster has determined that the conditions necessary to avoid the ten percent Operating 
Yield reduction have not been met as follows: 

1. Watermaster has not secured water for adding an equivalent amount of Non-Native water to
the Basin on an annual basis.

2. The Watermaster has not secured reclaimed water in an equivalent amount.
3. The Watermaster has not secured Non-Native water or reclaimed water that results in the

decrease in Production of Native Water required by the Decision.
4. The firm contracted by Watermaster for technical analyses continued to report in 2019 that

Groundwater levels within the Santa Margarita and Paso Robles aquifers are not at sufficient
levels to ensure a positive offshore gradient to prevent seawater intrusion, so the requirement
for this item continues to not be met.

Section III.L.3.j.iii: Watermaster declares that for Water Year 2024 Artificial Replenishment Water is 
not available to offset Operating Yield Over-Production and producers are limited in production to the 
following quantities of water (1): 

Coastal Subarea Alternative Producers: 

Seaside (Golf)  ..........................................  540.00 acre-feet 
SNG ...........................................................   90.00 acre-feet 

Mountain Lake Development Corp ..........      59.00 acre-feet 
Cypress (Calabrese) ..................................  6.00 acre-feet 

Mission Memorial (Alderwood)   .............  31.00 acre-feet 
Sand City  ..................................................  9.00 acre-feet 
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Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster 
2024 Artificial Replenishment Water Declaration of Availability 
Wednesday, January 3, 2024 
Page 2 of 3 

DRAFT 
 

Laguna Seca Subarea Alternative Producers: 
The Club at Pasadera  ................. 251.00 acre-feet 

Bishop  ........................................ 320.00 acre-feet 
York School  ............................... 32.00 acre-feet 

Laguna Seca County Park  .......... 41.00 acre-feet 

Coastal Subarea Standard Producers: 

California American Water .........  2,225.46 acre-feet* 
Seaside (Municipal) .................... 151.43 acre-feet** 

Granite Rock  ..............................     278.84 acre-feet*** 
D.B.O. Development 30  ............     497.85 acre-feet**** 

Cypress (Calabrese) ....................   17.63 acre-feet***** 

Laguna Seca Subarea Standard Producers: 
California American Water ......... 0.0 acre-feet 

(1) "Free" and "Not-free" carryover was a function of ramp down in production; now that ramp
down is complete and NSY = Operating Yield, carryover is no longer divided into "Free and
Not-free" (NSY and Operating Yield) carryover.

* Total is the 2024 base allocation of 1,466.03 acre-feet, plus transferred credits of 3.17 &
2.31 acre-feet plus 753.95 of carryover. California American Water has a positive balance of
2,559.35 acre-feet of stored water credit at WY-end 2023 from Basin injections exceeding
extractions since WY 2010 under the CAW/MPWMD ASR Program, formalized through a
Storage Agreement in 2012; and under the CAW/M1W Pure Water Monterey Program
formalized through a storage agreement in 2019.

** Total is the 2024 base allocation of 120.28 acre-feet plus 31.15 of carryover. 
*** Total is the 2024 base allocation of 11.35 acre-feet plus 267.49 acre-feet of carryover credit 

from previous water years. 
**** Total is the 2024 base allocation of 20.59 acre-feet plus 479.57 acre-feet of carryover credit 

from previous water years, minus 2.31 in transferred water rights. 
***** Total is the 2024 base allocation of 2.76 acre-feet plus 18.04 acre-feet of carryover credit 

from previous water years, minus 3.17 acre-feet in transferred water rights. 
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Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster 
2024 Artificial Replenishment Water Declaration of Availability 
Wednesday, January 3, 2024 
Page 3 of 3 

NOTICE TO ALL SEASIDE 
GROUNDWATER PRODUCERS

Pursuant to Section III.3.L.3.j.xix of the Amended Decision Filed February 2, 2007 in the Superior 
Court of the State of California, in and for the County of Monterey, Case No. M66343 (the 
“Decision”), the Seaside Basin Watermaster hereby Declares that the Total Usable Storage Space in 
the Seaside Groundwater Basin (“Basin”) is as follows:  

Total Usable Storage Space in the Coastal and Northern Inland Subareas is 75,610 acre-feet. 
Total Usable Storage Space in the Laguna Seca Subarea is 28,560 acre-feet.  
Total Usable Storage Space in the entire Seaside Groundwater Basin is 104,170 acre-feet.  

Pursuant to Section III.B.3.b of the Decision, Alternative Producers do not receive a storage 
allocation, only Standard Producers receive such an allocation.  Pursuant to Section III.H.2 of the 
Decision, the Seaside Basin Watermaster further Declares that the Total Usable Storage Space in the 
Basin shall be allocated to the Standard Producers, who are identified in the Decision, as follows:  

Current Allocation 
(Using Table 1 of the Decision) 

Producer 
Operating Yield 

Allocation 
Percentage (1) 

Usable Storage 
Allocation 

Percentage (2) 

Useable Storage 
Allocation  
Acre-Feet 

Coastal and Northern Inland Subareas 
California American Water (3) 77.55% 90.44% 68,382 
City of Seaside (Municipal) 6.36% 7.42% 5,610 
Granite Rock Company 0.60% 0.70% 529 
DBO Development No. 27 1.09% 1.27% 960 

Calabrese (Cypress Pacific 
Investors LLC) 0.15% 0.17% 129 

SUBAREAS TOTAL 85.75% 100.00% 75,610 
Laguna Seca Subarea 
California American Water (3) 45.13% 100.00% 28,560 

SUBAREA TOTAL 45.13% 100% 28,560 
BASIN TOTAL 100% 104,170 

Footnotes: 
(1) From Table 1 on page 19 of the Decision.
(2) Calculated as each Standard Producer’s percentage of the total Standard Producers’ operating yield allocation

percentages within each subarea.
(3) CAW’s Usable Storage Allocation is subject to the provisions and requirements of Section III.H.3 of the

Decision.

Pursuant to Section III.H.6 of the Decision, no Producer may store water in the Basin without
first executing with the Watermaster a Storage and Recovery Agreement. Nov 2, 2019
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ITEM VII.G 
1/3/24 

SEASIDE GROUNDWATER BASIN 
WATERMASTER 

TO:  Board of Directors 
FROM:  Robert S. Jaques, Technical Program Manager 
DATE:  January 3, 2024 
SUBJECT: Consider Approving the Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report for 2023 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
RECOMMENDATIONS:
It is recommended that the Board approve the Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report for WY 2023.

BACKGROUND: 
Montgomery & Associates has prepared the Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report (SIAR) for Water 
Year 2023. The SIAR examines the “health” of the Basin with regard to whether or not there are 
any indications that seawater intrusion is either occurring or is imminent.   

At its December 13, 2023 meeting the TAC reviewed a Draft version of the 2023 SIAR, found it to 
be satisfactory as-is, and did not recommend making any changes to it. The Draft document thus 
became the Final version. The TAC recommended that it be sent to the Board with the TAC’s 
recommendation for approval. The Executive Summary from the WY 2023 SIAR is attached.  The 
complete SIAR is lengthy, so rather than including it in this agenda packet it has been posted on the 
Watermaster’s website so Board members and members of the public wishing to review the entire 
document can do so.    

DISCUSSION 
Previous SIARs have stated that depressed groundwater levels, continued pumping in excess of 
recharge and freshwater inflows, and ongoing seawater intrusion in the nearby Salinas Valley all 
suggest that seawater intrusion could occur in the Seaside Groundwater Basin. In spite of these 
factors, the previous SIARs stated that neither the Piper nor the Stiff Diagrams nor any of the other 
parameters indicated the presence of seawater intrusion in the existing monitoring wells. The 2023 
SIAR reports that the evaluation of the data from the sampling and monitoring program continues to 
indicate that seawater intrusion is not occurring.  

The 2023 SIAR discusses some small variations in this year’s Seaside Basin Watermaster 
Monitoring Well (SBWM) induction logging results compared to prior years. These are the wells 
referred to as the “Sentinel Wells” because they are located close to the coastline. While the 
induction logs of the Sentinel Wells have remained essentially stable over the historical period of 
record, I felt that the data might be starting to show a gradual increase in conductivity in certain of 
the Sentinel Wells at certain depths in the Paso Robles formation. If so, this could be an early sign 
that seawater was beginning to creep into that formation.   

I asked Montgomery & Associates (M&A) to convene a Zoom meeting of our hydrogeologic 
experts to discuss the findings of the induction logging and provide their thoughts and 
recommendations. Present at the meeting, which was held on November 27, 2023, were Georgina 
King (M&A), Patrick Wickham (M&A), Martin Feeney, Michael Ridder (Pacific Surveys – the 
induction logging contractor), Gus Yates (Todd Groundwater), and Cory Steinmetz (MPWMD). 
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These consultants agreed that conductivity in SBWM-1, 2 and 4 appears to be increasing over time 
in defined zones in the Paso Robles. However, they noted that the small conductivity increases 
translate to no more than a 100 mg/L increase in Total Dissolved Solids, whereas the drinking water 
limit is 500 mg/L. 
 
Given the collective conclusion of our experts that no action is required at this time due to the small 
conductivity increases, it appears the only action needed will be to continue to monitor this apparent 
trend as future induction logging is performed to try to ascertain whether or not it is significant. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS: 
None. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Executive Summary of the WY 2023 Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report 
 
For those who wish to review the complete SIAR it is posted on the Watermaster’s website at: 
https://www.seasidebasinwatermaster.org/Other/2023%20Seawater%20Intrusion%20Analysis%20F
inal%20Report%20Body%20A%2012-23-23.pdf 
The SIAR appendices are posted at: 
https://www.seasidebasinwatermaster.org/Other/2023%20Seawater%20Intrusion%20Analysis%20F
inal%20Report%20Appendices%2012-23-23.pdf 

66



67



68



69



70



 

71



72



ITEM VII.H. 
1/3/24 

SEASIDE GROUNDWATER BASIN 
WATERMASTER 

 
TO: Board of Directors 
FROM: Robert S. Jaques, Technical Program Manager   
DATE: January 3, 2024 
SUBJECT: Acknowledge that the extraction of water identified in the City of Seaside (City) notice of an 
intent for Assignment and Transfer of Production Allocation dated November 1, 2023 will be from 
California American Water wells, not from City of Seaside wells 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
RECOMMENDATION:   
Acknowledge that the extraction of water identified in the City of Seaside notice of an intent for 
Assignment and Transfer of Production Allocation dated November 1, 2023 will be from California 
American Water wells within the same basin subarea as City of Seaside Well No. 4, and not from City of 
Seaside Well No. 4. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
The Watermaster received a notice of intent dated November 1, 2023 for Assignment and Transfer of City 
of Seaside Production Allocation. The transfer would be of water credits generated by the City’s use of 
advance treated water at the Blackhorse and Bayonet golf courses to California American Water (CAW) in 
order to serve the City's Ascent housing project, as outlined in Attachment 1.  
 
In accordance with the Watermaster’s Rules and Regulations, (see Attachment 2 for applicable excerpt 
from the Rules and Regulations) on November 8, 2023 all Watermaster Members were notified of the 
proposed transfer, and it was requested that the Watermaster be notified by November 29, 2023 of any 
objection to this request. No objections were received.   
 
DISCUSSION:  
The only comment received from Members of the Watermaster was from Mr. Stoldt of the Monterey 
Peninsula Water Management District. He noted that Section 4 of the “Agreement for Storage and 
Recovery of Non-Native Water from the Seaside Groundwater Basin” dated February 5, 2020 only 
envisioned recovery of stored water by the City at the City’s Well No. 4 or a replacement well. He 
requested Watermaster acknowledge that CAW will extract the stored water described in Attachment 1 
from its wells, not from a City well.   
 
CAW intends to extract the stored water for which the credits are being transferred from one or more of 
its wells located in the same subarea of the Seaside Basin within which the City’s Well No. 4 is located, 
the Northern Coastal Subarea. This will not significantly increase the risk of Material Injury to the Basin 
above the risk posed by production absent the assignment/transfer. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
Attachment 1 – City of Seaside Notice of Intent to Transfer Credits 
Attachment 2 – Applicable Excerpt from Watermaster’s Rules and Regulations 
Attachment 3 – Watermaster Correspondence responding to City of Seaside that no objections to the 
assignment/transfer were received 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

  

74



 
 

ATTACHMENT 2 
 

Excerpt from Watermaster’s Rules and Regulations, Section 9.0 
 

9.0 Procedures for Assignment and Transfer of Production Allocations 
  
Parties proposing to assign or transfer any portion of their Production Allocation must submit a written 
notice to the Watermaster forty-five (45) days prior to the effective date of the proposed assignment or 
transfer. The notice shall include all details of the assignment/transfer (other than details related to 
consideration for such assignment or transfer), including thorough descriptions of: (1) the Production 
Allocation being assigned/transferred; (2) the assignor/assignee or transferor/transferee; (3) the duration of 
assignment/transfer; and (4) the quantity of Production Allocation being assigned/transferred. The 
Secretary shall transmit a copy of the notice to each of the Members. Within twenty-one (21) days of the 
mailing of the notice from the Secretary, any Member may file an objection to the proposed 
assignment/transfer with the Secretary. If no objection is received within that time, the proposed 
assignment/transfer shall become effective in accordance with its terms. If an objection is received within 
that time, the Secretary shall cause the matter to be placed on the agenda for the next available meeting of 
the Watermaster Board. At the meeting, the Member who filed the objection will carry the burden of 
proving to the Watermaster Board, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the production contemplated 
by the assignment/transfer will significantly increase the risk of Material Injury to the Basin above the risk 
posed by production absent the assignment/transfer. At the conclusion of the hearing, the Watermaster 
Board shall make its determination regarding any increased risk of Material Injury. If the Watermaster 
Board determines that the proposed assignment/transfer will not significantly increase risk of Material 
Injury, the proposed the assignment/transfer shall thereupon become effective. If the Watermaster Board 
determines, based on its detailed written findings, that the proposed assignment/transfer will result in 
significant increase of risk of Material Injury, the Watermaster may impose such conditions on the 
proposed assignment/transfer as it deems necessary to reduce such risk.  
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ATTACHMENT 3 

 

SEASIDE GROUNDWATER BASIN WATERMASTER 
P.O. Box 51502, Pacific Grove, CA 93950 

(831) 595-0996 
 
December 8, 2023 
 
Sheri L. Damon 
City Attorney 
City of Seaside 
440 Harcourt Avenue 
Seaside, CA 93955 
 
Dear Ms. Damon, 
 
The Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster received a notice of intent from the City of Seaside for 
Assignment and Transfer of Production Allocation, specifically water credits generated by the use of 
advance treated water at the Blackhorse and Bayonet golf course to California American Water 
(CAW) to serve the City's Ascent housing project. A copy of the notice was transmitted by email to 
each of the Watermaster member parties on November 8, 2023 and no objections were received 
within 21 days of the transmission that the production contemplated by the assignment/transfer will 
significantly increase the risk of Material Injury to the Basin above the risk posed by production 
absent the assignment/transfer. No board action is required for transfer/assignment of production 
allocation per section 9.0 of the Watermaster Rules and Regulations.  
 
The only comment received from Members of the Watermaster was from Mr. Stoldt of the Monterey 
Peninsula Water Management District by email on November 8, 2023. He noted that Section 4 of the 
“Agreement for Storage and Recovery of Non-Native Water from the Seaside Groundwater Basin” 
dated February 5, 2020 only envisioned recovery of stored water by the City of Seaside at the City’s 
Well No. 4 or a replacement well. He requested that it be acknowledged through an amendment or 
some other form of formal action by Watermaster that CAW will extract the stored water described 
in the notice of intent from its wells, not from a City of Seaside well.   
 
The Seaside/CAW transfer agreement states CAW intends to extract the stored water for which the 
credits are being transferred from one or more of its wells located in the same subarea of the Seaside 
Basin within which the City’s Well No. 4 is located, the Northern Coastal Subarea. The proposed 
assignment/transfer would be effective in accordance with its terms upon the Watermaster Board’s 
acknowledgement at the next Watermaster regular board meeting on January 3, 2024, that the 
extraction of water for which the credits will be transferred will be from California American Water 
wells, not from City of Seaside wells.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Laura Paxton, Administrative Officer 
Watermaster 
 
Cc: City of Seaside City Manager 

Monterey Peninsula Water Management District 
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SEASIDE GROUNDWATER BASIN WATERMASTER   ITEM VIII.A 
   1/3/24 

TO: Board of Directors 
FROM: Robert S. Jaques, Technical Program Manager 
DATE: January 3, 2024 
SUBJECT: Discussion/Consider Approving Watermaster Annual Report for WY 2023 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
It is recommended that the Board approve the Watermaster Annual Report for WY 2023. 

BACKGROUND: 
The Watermaster submits an Annual Report to the Court after the end of each Water Year to fulfill one of its 
obligations under the Court Decision that created the Watermaster.  This document summarizes and provides 
information on all of the Watermaster’s principal activities of the year, and as required by the Decision is organized 
into the following Sections: 
A. Groundwater Extractions  
B. Groundwater Storage  
C. Amount of Artificial Replenishment, if any, performed by Watermaster 
D. Leases or sales of Production Allocation and Administrative Actions  
E. Use of imported, reclaimed, or desalinated Water as a source of Water for Storage or as a water 

supply for lands overlying the Seaside Basin 
F. Violations of the Decision and any corrective actions taken 
G. Watermaster administrative costs 
H. Replenishment Assessments 
I. All components of the Watermaster budget 
J.   Water Quality Monitoring and Basin Management  
K. Conclusions and Recommendations  

DISCUSSION: 
A Preliminary Draft of the Annual Report was presented to the TAC for its review and input at the TAC’s December 
13, 2023 meeting.  The TAC did not request any revisions to it, and recommended that the Report be forwarded to the 
Board for its approval.   

A few days after the TAC meeting, I was contacted by Marina Coast Water District (MCWD) who said they wished to 
propose some edits to the Report. I met with their representatives via teleconference on December 21 to receive and 
discuss their suggested edits. The suggested edits were minor in nature, and none were substantive. Some of them were 
editorial, one pointed out a numerical error, while others provided information, I felt, that would be beneficial to 
incorporate into the Report. Staff also edited the carry over credit information to combine free and not-free into one 
“carry over credit” amount for each Standard Producer, with a note as to why. The Final Draft Annual Report before 
you today incorporates MCWD suggested edits I felt would benefit the accuracy and completeness of the Report, 
highlighted in red font.  

Due to its large file size, a complete copy of the Final Draft 2023 Annual Report cannot be included with the agenda 
packet. However, a copy of the body of the Final Draft is attached. The complete Final Draft version is posted on the 
Watermaster’s website at: 
https://www.seasidebasinwatermaster.org/Other/2023%20Final%20Draft%20Annual%20Report%20A%2012-23-
23.pdf. 

The Draft version of the Annual Report will be made into a Final version, reflecting any comments or 
recommendations from the Board at today’s meeting. The Final version will be submitted to the Court not later than 
the January 15, 2024 submittal deadline established by the Court. 

Due to the length of the Annual Report, rather than making a presentation at today’s meeting, staff will respond to 
questions about the Annual Report from the board and the public.   

ATTACHMENTS:  
Body of the Final Draft version of the Watermaster 2023 Annual Report.  
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SEASIDE BASIN WATERMASTER 

ANNUAL REPORT – 2023 

Integral to the Superior Court Decision (Decision) rendered by Judge Roger D. Randall on 
March 27, 2006 is the requirement to file an Annual Report. This 2023 Annual Report is being 
filed on or before January 15, 2023, consistent with the provisions of the Decision, as amended 
by the Order Amending Judgment filed March 29, 2018. 

This Annual Report addresses the specific Watermaster functions set forth in 
Section III. L. 3. x. of the Decision. In addition, this Annual Report includes sections 
pertaining to: 

• Water quality monitoring and Basin management
• Information that the Watermaster would otherwise include within a Case Status

Conference Statement, including:
o A summary of basin conditions and important developments concerning the

management of the Basin
o Planned near- and long-term actions of the Watermaster
o Information concerning the status of regional water supply issues
o Management activities that may bear on the Basin's wellbeing.

A. Groundwater Extractions
The schedule summarizing the Water Year 2023 (WY 2023) groundwater production from all
the producers allocated a Production Allocation in the Seaside Groundwater Basin is provided
in Attachment 1, “Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster, Reported Quarterly and Annual
Water Production from the Seaside Groundwater Basin for all Producers Included in the
Seaside Basin Adjudication During Water Year 2023.” Water Year 2023 is defined as
beginning October 1, 2022 and ending on September 30, 2023.

B. Groundwater Storage
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District (MPWMD), in cooperation with
California American Water (CAWC), operates the Seaside Basin Aquifer Storage and
Recovery (ASR) program. Under the ASR program, CAWC diverts water from its Carmel
River sources during periods of flow in excess of NOAA-Fisheries’ bypass flow requirements,
and transports the water through the existing CAWC distribution system for injection and
storage in the Seaside Basin at the MPWMD’s Santa Margarita ASR site and CAWC’s Seaside
Middle School ASR site. During WY 2023, 1,656 acre-feet was diverted and stored in the
Seaside Basin under the ASR program. Rainfall in the area was about 166% of normal, and
Carmel River flow was about 304% of normal.

Based upon production reported for WY 2023, the following Standard Producers are entitled to 
Carryover Credits to WY 2024 in accordance with the Decision, Section III. 
H. 5. Note: "Free" and "Not-free" carryover was a function of ramp down in production; now that ramp 
down is complete and NSY = Operating Yield, carryover is no longer divided into "Free and Not-
free" (NSY and Operating Yield) carryover.
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Producer  

Granite Rock  
DBO Development  
Calabrese (Cypress)  
CAWC  
City of Seaside Muni    

Carryover Credit 
(Acre-feet) 

267.49 
479.57 (-2.31 transfer) 
18.04 (-3.17 transfer) 

753.95 (+5.48 transfer) 
31.15 

C. Amount of Artificial Replenishment, If Any, Performed by Watermaster
Per the Decision, “Artificial Replenishment” means the act of the Watermaster, directly or
indirectly, engaging in contracting for Non-Native Water to be added to the Groundwater supply of
the Seaside Basin through Spreading or Direct Injection to offset the cumulative Over-Production
from the Seaside Basin in any particular Water Year pursuant to Section III.L.3.j.iii. It also includes
programs in which Producers agree to refrain, in whole or in part, from exercising their right to
produce their full Production Allocation where the intent is to cause the replenishment of the
Seaside Basin through forbearance in lieu of the injection or spreading of Non-Native Water
(referred to herein as “In-lieu Replenishment”).

During Water Year 2023 the Watermaster did not indirectly engage in In-lieu Replenishment of the 
Basin. No non-native water was made available to the Basin during Water Year 2022 under the 
April 7, 2010 Memorandum of Understanding and Agreement entered into by Watermaster with the 
City of Seaside for its golf course irrigation program creating in-lieu replenishment water. 

As reported in the 2019 Annual Report, on September 4, 2019 the City of Seaside filed a motion 
with the Court seeking the Court’s approval of the City’s request for a Storage and Recovery 
Agreement for in-lieu storage and recovery of water. On October 25, 2019 the Court approved the 
City’s request. Court documents pertaining to the City’s request were contained in Attachment 15 
of the 2019 Annual Report. On February 5, 2020 the Watermaster executed a Storage and Recovery 
Agreement with the City of Seaside, a copy of which was included in Attachment 7 of the 2020 
Annual Report. 365.03 AF of non-native water was made available to the Basin during Water Year 
2023 under this Storage ad Recovery Agreement. The 365.03 AF accrues as a storage credit for 
future City of Seaside Municipal or Golf Course use per the agreement. 

D. Leases or Sales of Production Allocation and Administrative Actions
As reported in the 2019 Annual Report, in WY2019 a transfer or assignment of water allocation
was activated, as provided for in the Cypress Pacific Investors (CPI), successor to Muriel L.
Calabrese 1987 Trust, front-loading delivery of water agreement that was contained in Attachment
14 of the 2019 Annual Report. Per the agreement, CPI leases to California American Water
Company (CAWC) 8.0 AF of water (subject to reduction per the formulas in the Decision) for the
purpose of producing such water from, or moving the production of such water to, the inland wells
operated by CAWC and for delivery of such water by CAWC to one or more CPI properties. In
WY 2017 CPI assigned its entire Standard Production Allocation water right to CAWC effective
October 1, 2016.

As discussed in Attachment 13 of the 2018 Annual Report, in 2019 Security National Guarantee 
(SNG) indicated it intended to convert a portion of its Alternative Production Allocation to 
Standard Production. However, SNG subsequently decided not to make such a conversion. 
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SEASIDE GROUNDWATER BASIN WATERMASTER Item IX.A 
1/3/24 

TO: Watermaster Board of Directors 

FROM: Laura Paxton, Administrative Officer 
DATE: January 3, 2024 
SUBJECT: Options for in-person vs. hybrid board meetings 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
RECOMMENDATIONS:
It is recommended that the Board consider board meeting format options.
BACKGROUND: 
At its September 6, 2023 regular meeting, the Board approved having the Watermaster’s Technical 
Advisory Committee hold its meetings virtually while complying with traditional Brown Act 
teleconferencing requirements, and defining Watermaster jurisdiction as within the bounds of areas 
represented by its board members, and directed staff to present options for conducting future board 
meetings in-person versus virtually. Staff presented options at the November 1, 2023 board meeting 
with six directors present and the chair and vice chair absent. The board chose to table the item until the 
next meeting when Monterey One Water technician fees for conducting virtual meetings are known and 
there is full board participation in the discussion.  
DISCUSSION: 
Virtual, or remote events are those in which everyone attends online. Staff noted that in general 
directors’ emphasis during the November 1, 2023 board meeting discussion was more on the importance 
of public participation and less on the ability of board members to attend virtually. Therefore, staff chose 
to present options between continuing to hold in-person meetings or changing format to hybrid meetings 
with a centralized in-person meeting held that has public virtual attendance capabilities. Original Brown 
Act teleconferencing rules however remain available to board members for virtual attendance under 
certain circumstances and requirements. 
There have been many instances locally and throughout the state of a public member attending a 
government meeting virtually to voice offensive remarks. Webinar-based software (as opposed to open 
meeting software that Watermaster uses) is used by some agencies to control these instances by denying 
virtual audio/visual connection by attendees however it seems to me that this defeats the purpose of 
conducting virtual meetings for public participation. Counsel Hughes has assured that if such an incident 
occurs in person at a board meeting or virtually, the meeting can be shut down immediately. 
The Monterey One Water board room has virtual capability however Watermaster would be charged 
$86.14 per hour for a technician to operate the equipment during its meetings unless Watermaster 
purchases its own virtual meeting camera/audio device. Director Askew has offered the county district 
offices in Marina that are virtually capable to hold future Watermaster meetings: Though the offices are 
outside the bounds of the Seaside Basin, Watermaster has defined its jurisdiction as within the bounds 
of areas represented by its board members, and Legal Counsel Hughes found a case could be made that 
no one is harmed by meetings held there. The Seaside Health Clinic and the City of Seaside offices were 
both suggested as meeting places with virtual capability however no responses have been received to 
inquiries.  

It is recommended that the Board consider what format it would like to proceed with when conducting 
future board meetings. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 
$86.14/hour for continued use of Monterey One Water board room adding virtual technician 
Approximately $1,100 one-time cost of stand-alone virtual tower in lieu of technician 
Approximately $1,000/year Zoom Webinar software subscription if used 
Possible attorney fees for litigation brought on claiming violation of free speech  
 
ATTACHMENTS: None 
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D-R-A-F-T 
MINUTES 

 
Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 

December 13, 2023 
 

 
Attendees: TAC Members 

City of Seaside – Nisha Patel 
California American Water – Tim O’Halloran  
City of Monterey – Cody Hennings 
Laguna Seca Property Owners – No Representative 
MPWMD – No Representative 
MCWRA – Tamara Voss 
City of Del Rey Oaks – Kim Shirley 
City of Sand City –Leon Gomez  
Coastal Subarea Landowners – No Representative 
 
Watermaster 
Administrative Officer – Laura Paxton 
 
Consultants 
Montgomery & Associates – Pascual Benito  
Montgomery & Associates – Georgina King 
 
Others 
MCWD – Tobias Osbourn    
SNG – Ed Ghandour 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
The meeting was convened at 1:30 p.m.  
 
Ms. Voss Chaired the meeting as Mr. Lear was out of town and unable to attend.  Ms. Paxton 
assisted Ms. Voss by conducting the roll call votes. 
 
1.  Public Comments 
Mr. Ghandour said he was present for the item concerning the SNG well. There were no other 
public comments. 
 
2. Administrative Matters: 

A. Approve Minutes from the August 9, 2023 Meeting 
On a motion by Ms. Shirley, seconded by Mr. O’Halloran, the minutes were unanimously 
approved as presented, with Ms. Voss, Ms. Patel, and Mr. Hennings abstaining as they were 
not present at that meeting. 
 
B. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update 
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Ms. Voss provided Mr. Jaques’ summary of the agenda packet materials for this item.  Ms. 
Voss and Mr. O’Halloran said they appreciated having these summaries in the agenda 
packet. 
 

C. Update on Damage to Sentinel Well No. 4 
Ms. Voss provided Mr. Jaques’ summary of the agenda packet materials for this item and 
there was no other discussion. 
 
D. Results from Fall 2023 Induction Logging of the Sentinel Wells 
Ms. Voss provided Mr. Jaques’ summary of the agenda packet materials for this item.  The 
hydrogeologic consultants felt that no action is required at this time, due to the small 
conductivity increases that have been observed.   
 
There was a brief discussion regarding the Sentinel Wells in general.  Mr. Voss commented 
that small conductivity increases have also been noted in some of the other Sentinel Wells as 
well as in Sentinel Well No. 4. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. O’Halloran, seconded by Ms. Shirley, that the TAC concur with 
the consultants’ finding that no action at this time is required.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

     
E. Interpretation of Airborne Electromagnetic (AEM) Surveys Conducted by the  

Department of Water Resources as They Pertain to the Seaside Basin 
Ms. Voss introduced this item.  Mr. Benito of Montgomery & Associates provided a 
PowerPoint presentation describing the work that had been done and what information it 
provided regarding the Seaside Basin.  A copy of those presentation slides is attached. 
 
Limited data regarding seawater intrusion within the Seaside Basin was obtained from this 
work.  However, it was shown that the top 150 feet all along the immediate shoreline of the 
Basin is intruded, as was previously assumed.  New stratigraphy information within the 
Basin was provided by the surveys. 
 
There was some discussion regarding possibly performing additional surveys within the 
Basin.  Ms. King commented that such work is costly and there are limitations on where it 
can be performed.  Ms. Voss noted that ground-truthing using data from existing wells is 
important to verify the results of the AEM surveys.   
 
F. Update on SNG Well  
Ms. Voss provided Mr. Jaques’ summary of the agenda packet materials for this item.   
Mr. Ghandour provided historical information regarding this well and there was discussion 
about it.  His recollection was that the well was perforated at a depth of approximately 160 
feet.  Ms. King noted that the other wells slightly further inland in this area are perforated at 
deeper depths and are not showing the higher chloride levels that the SNG well is.   
 
Ms. Voss was in favor of seeing if legal efforts could be made to have the SNG well repaired 
or destroyed without having to await the resolution of the litigation that is currently in 
progress.   
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Mr. Ghandour reported that litigation among the partnership partners is currently in Court 
and under appeal.  Recently an embezzlement litigation in Orange County has been initiated 
regarding the property. Some damage to the casing has been observed earlier via video 
inspection, but nothing has been done due to the limitations imposed by the Court. He asked 
if there was any data indicating the presence of seawater intrusion when no pumping is 
occurring, commenting that it was his understanding that no intrusion was being detected in 
nearby wells that are closer to the coastline.  He was hopeful that some resolution to the 
litigation by the Orange County Court will occur in the next few months. 
 
Ms. Voss commented that downward migration of seawater intruded water in wells having 
leaking casings has been observed in the Salinas Valley.  Ms. Shirley felt it would be good to 
pursue legal efforts to have the well repaired or destroyed.  
 
A motion was made by Ms. Shirley, seconded by Mr. Hennings, that the Board be asked to 
see if it is feasible to initiate legal action to have the Court direct that repairs be made to this 
well now, rather than waiting until the litigation between the well owners is resolved.  The 
motion passed unanimously with Mr. Gomez abstaining. 
 

3. Progress Report on FO-9 Replacement Well  
Ms. Voss provided Mr. Jaques’ summary of the agenda packet materials for this item and there 
was no other discussion. 
 
4. Discuss and Provide Input on the 2023 Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report (SIAR)  

Ms. Voss introduced this item and Ms. King of Montgomery & Associates provided a 
PowerPoint presentation describing the SIAR.  A copy of those presentation slides is attached.  
The SIAR concluded that there was no evidence of seawater intrusion coming into the Seaside 
Basin.  Groundwater levels in the Laguna Seca Subarea continue to decline as they have in prior 
years. It includes some discussion regarding the induction logging results from Sentinel Well No. 
4.  Native groundwater production from the Seaside Basin was considerably below the Decision-
established Natural Safe Yield of 3,000 AFY, and considerably below the production level in 
2022. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. O’Halloran, seconded by Ms. Shirley, that the TAC approve the 
SIAR and that it be forwarded to the Board for its approval.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
5. Discuss and Provide Input on the Preliminary Draft Watermaster 2023 Annual Report 

 Ms. Voss provided Mr. Jaques’ summary of the agenda packet materials for this item.  No edits 
to the Preliminary Draft 2023 Annual Report were requested or recommended by the TAC.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Hennings, seconded by Ms. Patel, to approve the Preliminary Draft 
2023 Annual Report as presented, and recommended that it be forwarded to the Board for its 
approval. 
 
6. Approve Initial RFSs for Montgomery & Associates, MPWMD, Martin Feeney, and 

Todd Groundwater for 2024 
Ms. Voss provided Mr. Jaques’ summary of the agenda packet materials for this item. 
A motion was made by Mr. O’Halloran, seconded by Mr. Gomez, to approve the Initial RFSs 
for Montgomery & Associates, MPWMD, Martin Feeney, and Todd Groundwater for 2024, and 
that they be forwarded to the Board for its approval.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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7. Schedule 
Ms. Voss provided Mr. Jaques’ summary of the agenda packet materials for this item.  TAC 
members will be considering Mr. Jaques’ proposed different approach to having the 2024 SIAR 
approved in order to avoid having to hold a December 2024 TAC meeting or a January 2025 
Board meeting. 

 
8. Other Business 

There was no other business. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:18 PM. 
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SEASIDE GROUNDWATER BASIN WATERMASTER 
REPLENISHMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 1, 2023 - 2:45 P.M. 

Monterey One Water Board Room 
5 Harris Court, Building “D”, Ryan Ranch, Monterey, CA 

Absent: John Gaglioti 
 
Others Present:  
Laura Paxton – Watermaster Administrative Officer 
Robert Jaques – Watermaster Technical Program Manager 
Joe Hughes – Watermaster Legal Council (Virtually) 
Wendy Root Askew – Monterey County/Monterey County Water Resources Agency 
Yuri Anderson – Monterey County/Monterey County Water Resources Agency 
Jon Lear – Monterey Peninsula Water Management District (MPWMD) 
Maureen Hamilton – MPWMD 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL: Meeting Facilitator – Director Paul Bruno called the meeting to 
order at 3:23pm.  
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
MINUTES: Moved by Director Riley, seconded by Council Member Shirley, and unanimously 
carried 4-0 to approve the September 6, 2023 Replenishment Ad Hoc Committee meeting minutes.  

DISCUSSION ITEM: Potential funding mechanism options for Replenishment Assessment Fund 
Mr. Jaques noted the assessment method laid out in the Decision achieved its objective as required by 
2022, reducing total annual production from the basin to the amount of basin natural annual recharge. 
However, the assessment method did not address how to replenish the groundwater deficit to a point of 
basin protection from seawater intrusion to remedy the severely over drafted condition of the basin 
prior to the 2007 Decision. Director Riley envisioned the assessment revenue being used to contribute 
to replenishment water planning, or to enhance an existing water supply project to generate surplus 
water for recharge, not to foot the entire cost of replenishment to bring the basin whole. There was 
general committee consensus that a surplus water supply for basin replenishment may be available in 
roughly three to five years. 
Counsel Hughes explained his approach as 1) review of the Amended Decision and 2) applying his 
experience with other agencies that have developed recharge procurement methods. The Watermaster 
replenishment assessment-based fund established in the Decision generates very little revenue, far 
short of the revenue needed to acquire water needed for basin sustainability. He examined assessment 
alternatives and functional alternatives to the assessments. 
Under the Decision, Watermaster is authorized to levy budget and replenishment assessments only. 
Watermaster does have the option to return to Court to address the shortcomings of the assessments, 
offering a solution such as developing a new assessment structure, or adding a third assessment 
“species.” However, increasing or adding assessments most likely would cause legal pushback by 
Watermaster parties.  

Ad Hoc Committee Members 
Laguna Seca Subarea 
Landowners  
John Gaglioti - Facilitator 
Monterey Peninsula Water 
Management District 
George Riley 
California American Water  
Chris Cook 
City of Del Rey Oaks  
Kim Shirley 
Coastal Subarea Landowners 
Paul Bruno 
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Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster 
Replenishment Ad Hoc Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, November 1, 2023 
Page 2 of 4 
 
A revenue generating method used by other agencies involves “passing the hat” to producers. Another 
method would be for MPWMD to use its authority to levy a groundwater replenishment charge on its 
constituency, building funds to purchase surplus water when it becomes available.  
Functional alternatives in Counsel Hughes’s definition are programs with limited monetary exchange. 
For example, the Kern Water District two-for-one leave back groundwater banking project was 
developed by the small agency with limited funds whereby parties banking water leave 50% of what is 
banked. Counsel Hughes noted that in his experience a banking program guiding document is 
established, then long-term banking agreements are let under the master program document. Director 
Bruno suggested perhaps converting current storage agreements to de facto banking agreements by 
activating the clause in them that states naturally occurring losses of stored water could result in 
Watermaster reducing the percentage of stored water for extraction: the naturally occurring losses 
would need to be defined, the extraction percentages established, and the agreements amended 
accordingly. Director Cook cautioned regarding the leave back program: the Aquifer Storage and 
Recovery Project and PWM do not have the surplus water necessary to participate; he felt that if 
jurisdictions outside the area are interested in groundwater banking, then the program would be worth 
looking into. 
Director Riley inquired whether Watermaster could pursue grants. Counsel Hughes responded that 
Watermaster collectively did not have the authority, however there was an option to draw up a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) amongst the parties that establishes one of the Watermaster 
governmental parties as a grant applicant, and file the MOU with the court. Director Bruno inquired 
whether a non-profit agency governed by a board that mirrors the Watermaster board could be 
established to apply for grants and receive tax deductible contributions. Counsel Hughes recalled this 
maybe being done in other jurisdictions. 
Mr. Jaques pointed out that the Pure Water Monterey (PWM) expansion project, once built, includes 
all the infrastructure needed to supply future demand, allowing surplus water above current demand to 
be produced during the initial years of the project: there was no need for Watermaster to pursue grant 
funding for another project to generate a surplus, only an understanding of the cost to generate surplus 
PWM water and a mechanism to purchase. In his research, Mr. Jaques found no such loan or grant 
funding available for purchasing replenishment water, only for constructing water supply projects. 
In parallel with an analysis of water banking and grant options, Director Cook requested at least two 
defined options for collection fee methods be presented that have been used by others, particularly 
other Watermasters, as a revenue source.  
The Committee concurred to have Counsel Hughes prepare written, in-depth analyses of the concepts 
discussed for presentation at a future Watermaster regular board meeting.  
ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 4:10pm.  

Next meeting TBD. 
Respectfully submitted by Laura Paxton, Watermaster Board Secretary 
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Type Oct Nov Dec Oct-Dec Jan Feb Mar Jan-Mar Apr May Jun Apr-Jun Jul Aug Sep Jul-Sep Reported Total Yield Allocation
from WY 

2022
for WY 

2023

Coastal Subareas
CAW - Coastal Subareas SPA 497.16 410.19 389.22 1,296.57 370.86 475.09 659.11 1,505.05 585.36 606.31 99.22 1,290.89 328.60 328.42 247.05 904.07 1,538.81 1,466.03 110.45 1,576.48

Luzern 49.71 0.00 0.00 49.71 0.08 21.35 52.18 73.61 49.92 52.09 8.35 110.36 0.47 53.61 29.76 83.84 317.51    
Ord Grove 107.26 101.65 107.01 315.92 107.13 103.08 125.80 336.00 123.14 125.76 25.68 274.58 112.53 133.33 129.04 374.90 1,301.40    

Paralta 128.77 119.63 95.62 344.02 93.48 130.05 183.04 406.57 168.46 186.59 106.98 462.03 164.02 182.61 172.94 519.57 1,732.19    
Playa 32.86 32.92 33.50 99.28 33.69 30.01 31.91 95.60 31.54 32.73 1.04 65.31 1.07 30.85 32.92 64.85 325.04    

Plumas 27.64 26.92 27.46 82.03 27.60 24.67 26.76 79.04 23.50 26.82 0.85 51.17 1.06 26.76 25.15 52.97 265.20    
Santa Margarita 150.92 129.07 125.62 405.62 108.88 165.93 239.42 514.23 188.79 182.32 162.21 533.32 128.52 125.35 153.81 407.68 1,860.85    

ASR Recovery 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 (205.88) (205.88) (79.08) (224.09) (296.56) (599.73) (805.62)    
PWM Recovery (404.79) (333.96) (359.30) (1098.05) (339.81) (436.43) (498.90) (1,275.15) (301.76) 0.00 0.00 (301.76) (237.24) (327.02) (218.55) (782.81) (3,457.77)    

Seaside Municipal 15.26 11.75 10.85 37.86 11.05 13.22 10.07 34.34 12.54 14.66 14.00 41.20 16.25 15.92 12.90 45.06 158.46 120.28 120.28
Inlieu Extraction 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Granite Rock Company SPA  - -  - -  - - 0.00  - -  - -  - - 0.00  - -  - -  - - 0.00  - -  - -  - - 0.00 0.00 11.35 249.60 260.95
DBO Development No. 30 SPA  - -  - -  - - 0.00  - -  - -  - - 0.00  - -  - -  - - 0.00  - -  - -  - - 0.00 0.00 20.59 447.12 467.71
Calabrese (Cypress Pacific Inv.) SPA  - -  - -  - - 0.00  - -  - -  - - 0.00  - -  - -  - - 0.00  - -  - -  - - 0.00 0.00 2.76 13.69 16.45
City of Seaside (Golf Courses) APA 41.260 0.00 0.00 41.26 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 41.26 540.00 540.00
Sand City APA 0.16 0.14 0.06 0.36 0.07 0.18 0.00 0.25 0.06 0.14 0.08 0.28 0.10 0.16 0.05 0.31 1.20 9.00 9.00

APA 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 90.00 90.00
APA 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 59.00 59.00

Calabrese (Cypress Pacific Inv.) APA 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.00 6.00
Mission Memorial (Alderwoods) APA 3.72 1.21 0.45 5.38 0.78 0.36 0.25 1.40 0.82 1.71 1.85 4.39 3.04 4.83 3.28 11.16 22.32 31.00 31.00

Coastal Subareas Totals 283.38 265.89 1,035.00 177.78 1,762.05 2,356.01 820.86 3,176.87

Laguna Seca Subarea
CAW - Laguna Seca Subarea SPA 12.42 10.03 8.35 30.79 0.00 0.00 0.00 30.79 0.00 0.00

Ryan Ranch Unit 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Hidden Hills Unit 12.42 10.03 8.35 30.79 7.82 6.93 7.47 22.22 8.66 11.26 13.96 33.88 14.65 13.83 13.29 41.77 128.67

Bishop Unit 3 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Bishop Unit 1 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

The Club at Pasadera APA 19.00 0.00 0.00 19.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 31.00 20.00 51.00 20.00 39.00 41.00 100.00 170.00 251.00 251.00
Laguna Seca Golf Resort (Bishop) APA 20.00 5.17 0.00 25.17 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.12 15.96 29.18 51.26 36.19 39.65 20.78 96.63 173.06 320.00 320.00
York School APA 1.40 0.12 0.02 1.54 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 1.25 1.33 2.48 5.07 2.12 1.64 2.10 5.87 12.49 32.00 32.00
Laguna Seca County Park APA 1.17 1.14 0.15 2.46 0.47 0.25 0.84 1.56 2.85 3.63 1.98 8.46 5.16 4.72 1.94 11.82 24.30 41.00 41.00

Laguna Seca Subarea Totals 78.96 1.58 115.79 214.31 410.64 644.00 0.00 644.00

Total Production by WM Producers 362.34 267.46 1,150.79 392.10 2,172.69 3,000.01 820.86 3,820.87
Annual Production from APA Producers 444.62 1,379.00
Annual Production from SPA Producers 1,728.07 2,441.87

CAW / MPWMD ASR (Carmel River Basin source water) Previous Balance Total

Injection 0.00 0.00 37.49 37.49 244.16 323.50 299.63 867.29 344.76 406.89 0.00 751.64 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,656.42
(Recovery) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 (205.88) (205.88) (79.08) (224.09) (296.56) (599.73) (805.61)

Net ASR 0.00 0.00 37.49 37.49 244.16 323.50 299.63 867.29 344.76 406.89 (205.88) 545.76 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 850.80 872.10 1,722.90

Pure Water Monterey (PWM) Injection and Cal-Am Recovery 
Balance 
Forward Previous Balance Total

Injection Operating Reserve 1,164.52 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 705.60 705.60 1,870.12
Injection Drought Reserve 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Delivery to Basin 349.81 333.96 397.41 1081.18 423.25 379.74 434.04 1237.03 311.01 303.12 350.42 964.54 237.24 327.02 218.55 782.81 4,065.57
CAW Extraction (404.79) (333.96) (359.30) (1,098.05) (339.81) (436.43) (498.90) (1,275.14) (301.76) 0.00 0.00 (301.76) (237.24) (327.02) (218.55) (782.81) (3,457.76)

607.81 228.64 836.45
Balance 
Forward

City of Seaside Golf Course Recycled Water Use/Municipal Potable Water Recovery 2,361AF Max Previous Balance Total
In-lieu Storage/Recycled Water Use 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 10.54 0.66 11.20 34.22 83.29 66.54 184.05 68.47 64.02 37.28 169.77 365.03
City of Seaside Municipal Extraction 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Net In-lieu 0.00 11.20 34.22 83.29 66.54 184.05 68.47 64.02 37.28 169.77 365.03 0.00 365.03

05/27/21: Bishop Wells #1 and #3 physically disconnected from the distribution system. 
The Monterey Main to Ryan Ranch & Bishop Intertie was opened on 12/08/20 

SEASIDE GROUNDWATER BASIN WATERMASTER
Reported Quarterly and Annual Water Production From the Seaside Groundwater Basin

For All Producers Included in the Seaside Basin Adjudication -- Water Year 2023
(All Values in Acre-Feet [AF])

SNG (Security National Guaranty) /
 MLDC (Mountain Lake Dev. Corp.)

06/21/21: Ryan Ranch Wells #7, #8, and #11 physically disconnected from the distribution system.

Notes:
1. The Water Year (WY) begins October 1 and ends September 30 of the following calendar year.  For example, WY 2023 begins on October 1, 2022, and ends on September 30, 2023.

2.  "Type" refers to water right as described in Seaside Basin Adjudication decision as amended, signed February 9, 2007 (Monterey County Superior Court Case No. M66343).

3.  Values shown in the table are based on reports to the Watermaster received by October 15, 2023.

4. All values are rounded to the nearest hundredth of an acre-foot.  Where required, reported data were converted to acre-feet utilizing the relationships:  325,851 gallons = 43,560 cubic feet = 1 acre-foot.

5.  "Base Operating Yield Allocation" values are based on Seaside Basin Adjudication decision.  These values are consistent with the Watermaster Producer Allocations Water Year 2023 (see  Item IX.B. in 12/7/2022 Board packet).

6.  Any minor discrepancies in totals are attributable to rounding.

7. APA = Alternative Producer Allocation; SPA = Standard Producer Allocation; CAW = California American Water.

8.  It should be noted that CAW/MPWMD ASR "Injection" and "Recovery" amounts are not expected to "balance" within each Water Year.  This is due to the injection recovery "rules" that are part of SWRCB water rights permits 
and/or separate agreements with state and federal resources agencies that are associated with the water rights permits.

9.  Cal-Am Toro Well #3 Destroyed 09/30/21 107
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Initial Basin-Wide Operating Yield(1) 3000.00 Coastal Operating Yield.    (1) 2356.00
Natural Safe Yield (NSY)(2) 3000.00 Laguna Seca Operating Yield.    (1) 644.00

ALTERNATIVE PRODUCER ALLOCATIONS ALTERNATIVE PRODUCER AMOUNT PUMPED WY 2023

Coastal Subarea  (3) AF AF AF AF

Seaside (Golf) 540.00 251.00 41.26 170.00
SNG 149.00 320.00 0.00 173.06
Calabrese 6.00 32.00 0.00 12.49
Mission Memorial (Alderwood) 31.00 41.00 22.32 24.30
Sand City 9.00 1.20

Total(1) 735.00 Total(1) 644.00 64.78 Total(1) 379.85 444.62

STANDARD PRODUCER ALLOCATIONS

1621.00 0.00

Base Water Right 
%(4) Weighted %. (5) Base Water Right %  (4) Weighted %. (5)

California American Water (CAW) 77.55% 90.44% 1,466.03 CAW 45.13% 100.00% 0.00
Seaside (Municipal) 6.36% 7.42% 120.28
Granite Rock 0.60% 0.70% 11.35
D.B.O. Development No. 30 1.09% 1.27% 20.59
Calabrese (Cypress Pacific Investors LLC) 0.15% 0.17% 2.76

Total 85.75% 100.0% 1,621.00 Total 45.13% 100.0% 0.00

Allocation of Available Operating Yield 
Among Standard Producers

Base Water Right 
Available to this 
Producer (AF)

% NSY to SPA (Base 
Water Right ./. Total 

Water Right) 

NSY Available to 
Producers (AF) 

Current Water Year 

Carryover 
Credits from 

Prior Water Year

Water Rights 
Transferred / Sold

DBO to CAW
710 Amador (0.16) 

DBO to CAW
2 Upper Ragsdale (2.15)

Water Rights 
Transferred / Sold
Calabrese to CAW

Ryan Ranch CHOMP

Total Authorized 
Production 

Current WY 
(Base Water 
Right + APA 

non-production(7) 

+ Carryover(6))

Actual AF 
Pumped by 

Producer in WY 
2023

Carryover (8) 

Credits to WY 
2024

Stored 
Water 

Credits to 
WY 2024

WY 2023 APA Pumped 
444.62 AF

NSY 3000 - 444.62 AF = 2,555.38

California American Water 1,466.03 90.44% 2,311.07 7.00 2.31 3.17 2,323.55 1,569.61 753.95 2,559.35
Seaside (Municipal) 120.28 7.42% 189.61 0.00 0.00 0.00 189.61 158.46 31.15 365.03
Granite Rock 11.35 0.70% 17.89 249.61 0.00 0.00 267.49 0.00 267.49 0.00
D.B.O. Development No. 30 20.59 1.27% 32.46 449.42 (2.31) 0.00 479.57 0.00 479.57 0.00
Calabrese (Cypress Pacific Investors LLC) 2.76 0.17% 4.35 16.86 0.00 (3.17) 18.04 0.00 18.04 0.00

Total 1,621.01 100.00% 2,555.38 722.89 0.00 0.00 3,278.27 1,728.07 1,550.20 2,924.38

Footnotes:
(1)  From page 17 of Exhibit A (Amended Decision)of Court Order filed February 9, 2007.
(2)  From page 14 of Exhibit A (Amended Decision)of Court Order filed February 9, 2007.
(3)  From page 21 of Exhibit A (Amended Decision)of Court Order filed February 9, 2007.
(4)  From Table 1 on page 19 of Exhibit A (Amended Decision) of Court Order filed February 9, 2007.
(5)  Calculated from the Base Water Right percentages in the adjacent column. Any discrepancy in totals is due to rounding.
(6)  Base Water Right plus Free and Not Free Carryover Credit = 2019 Production Allocation no longer capped due to increase in storage allocation (see 2020 Declaration of Usable Storage Space)
(7)  Commencing Water Year 2021 Natural Safe Yield = Operating Yield of 3,000AF. Therefore, the remainder of 3,000AF - APA production is applied to both NSY & OY Standard Producer allocations
Note: Calabrese (Cypress Pacific Investors LLC) opted to convert 8AF of its 14AF Alternative Production Allocation to Standard Production Allocation on January 22, 2015 (notice filed by Cypress with Superior Court).
Producers carryover is capped at their storage capacity.
(8)  "Free" and "Not-free" carryover was a function of ramp down in production; now that rampdown is complete and NSY = Operating Yield, carryover is no longer divided into "Free and Not-free" (NSY and Operating Yield) carryover.

AF Available to 
This Producer

Coastal Operating Yield Available to Standard Producers (AF)  Laguna Seca Operating Yield Available to Standard Producers 
(AF)  

Coastal Subarea

Standard Producer Allocations
 AF Available to This 

Producer
Laguna Seca 
Subarea

Standard Producer Allocations

Total(1)

Bishop SNG Bishop
York School Calabrese York School
Laguna Seca County Park Mission Memorial (Alderwood) Laguna Seca County Park

Sand City

Nicklaus Club Monterey Seaside (Golf) The Club at Pasadera
Laguna Seca Subarea    (3) Coastal Subarea  (3) Laguna Seca Subarea    (3)

Total 
Alternative 
Producer 
WY 2023 

Production 

WATERMASTER PRODUCER ALLOCATIONS WATER YEAR 2023 IN ACRE-FEET (AF)

TRIENNIEL REDUCTION FINAL END OF WATER YEAR 2021 TO 3,000 AFY
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2023 Replenishment Assessment NSYO Unit Charge = $3,461.00
2023 Replenishment Assessment OSYO Unit Charge = $865.00

2023 Natural Safe Yield (NSY) Available to Standard Producers = 2,555.38

Standard Producers

WY 2023 
Production 

(AF)
% of NSY 
Available

Volume of 
NSY 

Available 
(AF)

NSY 
Overproduction 

(AF)

NSY 
Overproduction 

Assessment

Operating 
Yield 

Available 
(AF)

Operating Yield 
Overproduction 

(AF)

Operating Yield 
Overproduction 

Assessment
Total 

Assessment
California American Water 1,569.61         90.44% 2,311.07 - -$   1,753.68    - -$   -$   
Seaside (Municipal) 158.46 7.42% 189.61    - - 189.61       - - - 
Granite Rock - 0.70% 17.89      - - 249.60       - - - 
D.B.O. Development No. 30 - 1.27% 32.46      - - 449.43       - - - 
Calabrese (Cypress Pacific Inv.) - 0.17% 4.35        - - 16.86         - - - 
Total Production 1,728.07         100.00% 2,555.38 - -$   2,659.18    - -$   -$   

Alternative Producers

WY 2021 
Production 

(AF)
% of NSY 
Available

Volume of 
NSY 

Available 
(AF)

NSY 
Overproduction 

(AF)

NSY 
Overproduction 

Assessment

Operating 
Yield 

Available 
(AF)

Operating Yield 
Overproduction 

(AF)

Operating Yield 
Overproduction 

Assessment
Total 

Assessment
City of Seaside (Golf Courses) 41.26 N/A 540.00    0.00 -$   540.00       0.00 -$   $0
Security National Guaranty N/A 90.00      0.00 - 90.00         0.00 - - 
Mountainlake Development LLC N/A 59.00      0.00 - 59.00         0.00 - - 
Calabrese (Cypress Pacific Inv.) - N/A 6.00        0.00 - 6.00           0.00 - - 
Mission Memorial (Alderwoods) 22.32 N/A 31.00      0.00 - 31.00         0.00 - - 
City of Sand City 1.20 N/A 9.00        0.00 - 9.00           0.00 - - 
Nicklaus Club Monterey 170.00            N/A 251.00    0.00 - 251.00       0.00 - - 
Laguna Seca Golf Resort (Bishop) 173.06            N/A 320.00    0.00 - 320.00       0.00 - - 
York School 12.49 N/A 32.00      0.00 - 32.00         0.00 - - 
Laguna Seca County Park 24.30 N/A 41.00      0.00 - 41.00         0.00 - - 
Total Production 444.62            N/A 1,379.00 0.00 -$   1,379.00    0.00 -$   $0

CALCULATION OF REPLENISHMENT ASSESSMENTS WATER YEAR 2023
Using the Basin-wide methodology approved by the Court on January 12, 2007, and as shown in detail on the spreadsheet contained in this attachement, Watermaster 
calculated the Water Year (WY) (October 1st through September 30th) 2023 Replenisment Assessments as follows:

AF (3,000 AF NSY - 444.62 Alternative Producers 
2023 Production) 

- 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: December 13, 2023 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.C

AGENDA TITLE: 
Update on Damage to Sentinel Well No. 4 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   
The damage previously reported consisted of having the monitoring well vault cover ripped off, and the 
plug on the top of the casing, from which the datalogger is suspended, falling into the well. 

Maggiora Brothers well drilling contractor was hired by Monterey Peninsula Engineers to retrieve the 
well plug and they were successful I doing that on August 22, 2023.  The datalogger was still attached to 
the plug so it, too, was retrieved.  MPWMD staff reported that the datalogger appeared to still be in 
satisfactory condition, and it was reinstalled in the well. 

To ensure that no debris or other material had fallen into the well,  Newman Well Surveys was hired by 
Monterey Peninsula Engineers to video inspect the full depth of the well.  That work was done on 
October 4, 2023 and the video shows that the well is free of debris over its entire depth. Attached is a 
copy of the video survey report.  We were also provided a video of the inspection itself. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
None 

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION: 

None required – information only 
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SUMMARY OF  
PURE WATER MONTEREY, AND   

SALINAS VALLEY AND  
MARINA  COAST WATER DISTRICT GROUNDWATER 

SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY ZOOM MEETINGS  
IN AUGUST 2023 

Note: This is a synopsis of information from these meetings that may be of interest to the Seaside 
Basin Watermaster 

SVBGSA Advisory Committee Meeting August 17, 2023: 
Due to a mix-up resulting in a failure to properly notice this meeting, the Advisory Committee 
could not hold its meeting. However the PowerPoint presentations on two of the items on today’s 
agenda were made. The next regularly scheduled meeting date would be October 19, but the 
Chair of the Committee suggested having a Special Meeting sooner to enable today’s agenda 
items to be discussed and potentially acted upon. 

A presentation on Agenda item 2.a, pertaining to Extraction Barrier Planning in the United Water 
Conservation District in Ventura County, was made. Mr. John Lindquist from that organization 
made the presentation with the aid of PowerPoint slides. They are doing planning work to 
develop a seawater extraction barrier since they are experiencing some seawater intrusion in their 
basin. The concept they are using is similar to the one being proposed as a project in the 
180/400-Foot Aquifer Subbasin in the Salinas Valley Basin. 

Mr. Lindquist reported that their aquifers daylight on the ocean floor, some as close as about ¼ 
mile offshore. They are getting some grant funds to help with the planning, and hopefully also 
with the design and construction, of the first phase of this project. 

They estimate the construction cost of the first phase facilities to be in the $30 million-$50 
million range. This would be for a 3,500 acre-foot-per-year sized project.  

The United Water Conservation District collects extraction fees from all water users who pump 
out of the basin, and these fees fund the activities of the District. Mr. Lindquist commented in 
response to a question that this fee could potentially be increased to pay the cost of building the 
seawater extraction barrier. 

They are currently getting about 50% of their costs for their work on their projects funded 
through grants. They have applied for grants to hopefully cover the design and construction 
phase of this project.  

A presentation on Agenda item 4.a, pertaining to the Seawater Extraction Barrier Feasibility 
Study for the 180/400-Foot Aquifer Subbasin, was made.  Some of the presentation was made by 
Ms. Hardgrave and some by representatives of Carollo Engineers who are conducting the study. 
The goals and objectives are to (1) Evaluate whether the extraction barrier project could 
effectively achieve Groundwater Sustainability Plan goals to halt seawater intrusion in the 
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180/400-Foot Aquifer Subbasin, (2) to estimate costs and benefits of potential projects to be able 
to compare them to other options, and (3) to lay out a roadmap of next steps for the technical, 
permitting, CEQA, and funding potential for implementation. 

There is a 16-month long schedule to complete the study, with the final report expected to be 
received in September 2024. Defining end users of desalinated water that could come for this 
project is a task that is currently in progress. I intend to send a letter to formally state the 
Watermaster’s request that some of the water produced from the extraction barrier’s desalination 
plant be provided to the Seaside Groundwater Basin to help replenishment and protect the 
Seaside Basin against seawater intrusion.  

Monterey Subbasin Implementation Committee Meeting August 23, 2023: 
Activities at this meeting included a review of the various feasibility studies that are in progress. 
These are: 

 Seawater Intrusion Extraction Barrier Feasibility Study. (See my notes from the August 17
Advisory Committee meeting about this Study). I commented requesting that the Seaside
Groundwater Basin be included as a potential end-user of water that could be produced 
by the desalination plant component of this project. Sarah Hardgrave reported that they 
are starting a survey of urban water suppliers to determine their interest in getting 
desalinated water. Some questions were raised by committee members about whether the 
water could be provided to California American Water since California American Water 
delivers water outside of the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin. Ms. Hardgrave pointed 
out that the Seaside Groundwater Basin is one of the subbasins included within the 
greater Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin even though it did not have to prepare a 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) because it is adjudicated. 

 Demand Management Feasibility Study. This is being developed initially just for the
180/400-Foot Aquifer Subbasin. Demand management in the Monterey Subbasin may be
a different approach. Most subbasins’ GSPs include demand management as a potential 
action. It was mentioned that there are numerous means of accomplishing demand 
management. 

 ASR Feasibility Study.  This would involve diverting water at the Salinas River Diversion
Facility and storing some of it in the 180/400-Foot Aquifer Subbasin to maintain
groundwater levels, address seawater intrusion, and provide source water to the CSIP. 

 There will be a feasibility study summary report prepared that will cover all three of these
studies.

There was also discussion of the Corral de Tierra Management Area’s Annual Work Plan.  The 
components of that Plan include: 

 Data Expansion & SGMA Compliance
o Develop Well Registration Program
o Expand Groundwater Extraction Monitoring
o Modeling Preparation: Refine Hydraulic Conceptual Model
o Verify Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (GDEs)
o Manage Data/Annual Reports
o Maintain Groundwater Models
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 Interested Parties Coordination and Outreach
o Meetings
o Coordination with partner agencies and implementation actions
o Groundwater Technical Advisory Committee and technical support

 Projects and Management Actions
o Central Coast Ag Irrigation Efficiency Website
o Assess Demand Management
o Assess Groundwater Benefits of Salinas River Stream Maintenance Programs
o Conduct Deep Aquifer Study
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SUMMARY OF  
PURE WATER MONTEREY, AND   

SALINAS VALLEY AND  
MARINA  COAST WATER DISTRICT GROUNDWATER 

SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY ZOOM MEETINGS  
IN SEPTEMBER 2023 

Note: This is a synopsis of information from these meetings that may be of interest to the Seaside 
Basin Watermaster 

SVBGSA Advisory Committee Special Meeting September 19, 2023: 
Due to a mix-up resulting in a failure to properly notice this meeting, the Advisory Committee 
could not hold its meeting in August, but the PowerPoint presentations on two of the items on 
that meeting’s agenda were made. The Chair of the Committee suggested having a Special 
Meeting to enable the August meeting’s agenda items to be discussed and potentially acted upon. 

At the September 19th Special Meeting: 
 Mr. Lindquist of the United Water Conservation District in Ventura County recapped his

August presentation on his District’s planning work to construct a seawater intrusion
extraction barrier and responded to questions from the Advisory Committee members. 

 The Carollo Engineers consultant recapped her August presentation on the Seawater
Extraction Barrier Feasibility Study for the 180/400-Foot Aquifer Subbasin, and
responded to questions from the Advisory Committee members.  In this discussion Ms. 
Hardgrave said that other projects such as the Cal Am Desalination Plant, the Pure Water 
Monterey Project, a possible desalination plant being considered by the Marina Coast 
water District, and other such projects would be included in the scope of the study. Also, 
other water-involved entities in and adjacent to the area of the study would also be 
considered in the scope of the study. Several persons expressed concerns about how the 
cost of such a project would be paid for and the impacts on pumpers. 

 There was discussion of the Demand Management Study which has recently been started.
The SVBGSA has hired a mediator/facilitator consultant to guide them in developing a
Demand Management policy. He introduced himself to the Committee and provided 
background on his work experience. He has worked with numerous water agencies on a 
variety of issues including demand management issues. He pointed out that this is likely 
to be a contentious topic. Some members expressed opposition to having a single demand 
management policy for all subbasins.  They felt it would be better to have demand 
management addressed on an individual subbasin basis. It sounds like this will be a 
lengthy process for the SVBGSA Board to work its way through.  The facilitator said he  
plans to have the Advisory Committee heavily involved in the process. 

Monterey Peninsula Water Operations Meeting September 27 23, 2023: 
This meeting takes the place of the previous Pure Water Monterey Water Quality and Operations 
meetings and is hosted by MPWMD.  Topics discussed included: 
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 ASR annual injection during Water Year 2023 was 1,656 acre-feet.  This is the second
highest injection rate in the history of the ASR program.

 2,250 acre-feet of ASR stored water is now in the Seaside Groundwater Basin.
 Groundwater mounding at the ASR injection Wells #1 and #2 to slows movement of the

Pure Water Monterey injected water toward the Cal Am and City of Seaside production
wells that are located to the west. This increases the travel time from the Pure Water 
Monterey injection wells to the production wells.  

 The regulatory-required 4 month minimum travel time between Pure Water Monterey
injection and the Paralta well is being exceeded, i.e. the tracer-measured travel times are
well over four months. 

 Though advanced water purification facility water quality problems were reported.
 The pure water Monterey expansion Project initial construction contracts have been

awarded and notice to proceed has been given.
 The division of drinking water permit has been received for ASR number four.
 Regarding new Extraction Wells #1 and #2, a test well is going to be drilled in October.

Regarding new Extraction Wells #3 and #4, Cal Am is working with the Army on this,
but expects that it will take quite a while to complete the discussions with them. 

 The next meeting of this committee is now scheduled for January 2024.
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SUMMARY OF  
PURE WATER MONTEREY, AND   

SALINAS VALLEY AND  
MARINA  COAST WATER DISTRICT GROUNDWATER 

SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY ZOOM MEETINGS  
IN OCTOBER 2023 

Note: This is a synopsis of information from these meetings that may be of interest to the Seaside 
Basin Watermaster 

180/400 Foot Aquifer Subbasin GSP Implementation Committee Meeting, October 5, 2023: 
At this meeting items discussed included presentations on the development of the SVBGSA’s 
Seawater Intrusion Model and the Seasonal Reservoir Releases with Aquifer Storage and 
Recovery Feasibility Study.  The Seawater Intrusion Model presentation was similar to the one 
made at an earlier meeting and to one that was given to the Watermaster TAC at its August 9, 
2023 meeting.  The Watermaster TAC meeting presentation is discussed elsewhere in the 
minutes from that meeting. 

The Seasonal Reservoir Releases with Aquifer Storage and Recovery Feasibility Study is being 
undertaken to determine whether constructing facilities to capture water that is released from the 
Nacimiento and San Antonio reservoirs can be an effective means of mitigating seawater 
intrusion in the 180/400-Foot Aquifer Subbasin and increase the reliability of water supply to the 
Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (CSIP).  Attached are copies of the PowerPoint slides used 
in the presentation. 

During the presentation numerous questions were raised and answered by the consultant, Abby 
Ostovar of Montgomery & Associates and Sarah Hardgrave of the SVBGSA staff.  Several of 
the Committee members were very familiar with groundwater issues in this subbasin and had 
personal experience with their own wells located therein.  Some of the more pointed questions 
included: 

 If this study is directed at the 180/400-Foot Aquifer Subbasin, why should other subbasins
be asked to share in the costs of the study?

 How would the ASR facilities be paid for?
 Will the environmental impacts be manageable?
 With so many challenges facing such a project (e.g. permit issues, environmental issues,

etc.) is it worth spending money on this study at this point in time?
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