
1 

 

 

 

M E E T I N G   N O T I C E   AND   A G E N D A 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

                                                            OF THE 

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
 

       DATE:  Wednesday, January 13, 2016 

MEETING TIME:  1:30 p.m. 

Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control Agency Offices 

5 Harris Court, Building D (Ryan Ranch) 

Monterey, CA 93940   

If you wish to participate in the meeting from a remote location, please call in on the Watermaster 

Conference Line by dialing (712) 432-1212.  Use the Meeting ID 355890617.  Please note that if no 

telephone attendees have joined the meeting by 10 minutes after its start, the conference call will be ended.  

OFFICERS 

Chairperson:  Roger Hulbert, California American Water Company 

Vice-Chairperson:  Joe Oliver, MPWMD 

 

MEMBERS 

California American Water Company                 City of Del Rey Oaks                         City of Monterey              

City of Sand City                                  City of Seaside                                  Coastal Subarea Landowners 

 Laguna Seca Property Owners                                               Monterey County Water Resources Agency             

Monterey Peninsula Water Management District                                       

Agenda Item 

1. Public Comments 

2. Administrative Matters: 

A. Approve Minutes from the November 18, 2015 Meeting 

B. Progress Update on Salinas River Groundwater Basin Investigation Model TAC  

C. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update 

3. Report on Expanded Analysis by HydroMetrics on Groundwater Flow Divides within and 

East of the Laguna Seca Subarea (Georgina King) 

4. Schedule (Bob Jaques) 

5. Other Business  

6. Set Next Meeting Date 

The next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday February 10, 2016 at 1:30 p.m. at the 

MRWPCA Board Room.   
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: November 18, 2015 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.A 

AGENDA TITLE: Approve Minutes from the September 9, 2015 Meeting 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

 

Draft Minutes from this meeting was emailed to all TAC members.  Any changes requested by TAC 

members have been included in the attached version.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Minutes from this meeting 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Approve the minutes 
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 D-R-A-F-T 

MINUTES 

 

Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster 

Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 

November 18, 2015 

 

 

Attendees: TAC Members 

City of Seaside – Rick Riedl (via telephone) 

California American Water – Roger Hulbert  

City of Monterey – Norm Green (via telephone)  

Laguna Seca Property Owners – Bob Costa 

MPWMD – Joe Oliver 

MCWRA – Howard Franklin 

City of Del Rey Oaks – No Representative 

City of Sand City – Leon Gomez (via telephone) 

Coastal Subarea Landowners – No Representative 

 

Watermaster 

Technical Program Manager - Robert Jaques 

 

Consultants 

HydroMetrics –Georgina King (via telephone) 

Todd Groundwater – Gus Yates (via telephone - for Agenda Item No. 7 only) 

 

Others 

None 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

The meeting was convened at 1:37 p.m.  

 

1. Public Comments 

There were no public comments.     

 

2. Administrative Matters: 

A. Approve Minutes from the September 9, 2015 Meeting 

On a motion by Mr. Franklin, seconded by Mr. Oliver the minutes from this meeting were 

unanimously approved as presented. 

 

B. Notes From October 13, 2015 Salinas River Groundwater Basin Investigation Model 

TAC Meeting  

Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. 

 

Mr. Franklin reported that the next TAC meeting will probably be held in January 2016. 
 

C. Responses to Comments Made on Draft EIR for the Groundwater Replenishment 

Project 

Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item.  There was no further 

discussion of this item. 

 

D. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update 

Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item.   
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Under the item pertaining to “Change in groundwater storage reporting requirements” under this 

item, Ms. King said she felt that while calculating the recharge amounts could be feasible, this 

approach might be more difficult than preparing groundwater contours,.  Mr. Oliver asked if 

using the recharge approach would be more of a "basin budget" approach.  Ms. King responded 

no, that it would be possible to estimate the amount of rainfall that recharges the basin, but that 

doing the groundwater contour approach would be more accurate and a potentially easier 

approach to take.  Mr. Oliver said he felt the groundwater contour approach would be preferable, 

and Mr. Costa concurred.  

 

Based on this discussion there was consensus to use the groundwater contour approach 

(Approach #2 as described on page 19 in the agenda packet). 

 

3. Approve Initial RFSs for MPWMD and HydroMetrics for 2016 

Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. 

 

Mr. Riedl asked if Derrik Williams would be involved in HydroMetrics work under these RFSs, and 

Ms. King responded “yes” that he would be involved in RFS No. 2016-01, but would not be involved in 

RFS No. 2016-02. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Costa, seconded by Mr. Franklin, these four RFSs were unanimously approved and 

will be forwarded to the Board for Board approval. 

 

4. Discuss and Provide Input on the 2015 Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report (SIAR) 

Ms. King presented and summarized the SIAR using the attached PowerPoint slides.   

 

She said the overall conclusion is that none of the parameters that were evaluated were indicative of the 

presence of seawater intrusion.  It was found that follow-up sampling of well No. SBWM-1 showed that 

the sodium to chloride molar ratio has dropped back down from its 2014 data, so there does not appear 

to be any seawater intrusion problem at that location. 

 

In the induction logs and the Northern Coastal groundwater elevations there is some fluctuation in data 

from year-to-year.  This is normal.  The data does not indicate the presence of seawater intrusion.  

However, the groundwater elevations show a continuing decline in the deep aquifer, while the shallow 

aquifer is relatively stable.  The Southern Coastal Subarea groundwater elevations are also relatively 

stable.  Mr. Oliver commented that there may be some communication between groundwater and 

surface water in the Southern Coastal Subarea, e.g. Roberts Lake. 

 

A new chart has been added this year showing the eastern Laguna Seca Subarea groundwater elevations 

to highlight the continuing decline of water levels there in spite of the 10 percent pumping cutbacks.  

Mr. Oliver asked if this graphic would be included in future SIARs.  Ms. King responded that this is not 

really a seawater intrusion issue and, following further discussion, it was agreed that Mr. Oliver would 

include a graphic of this type, through collaboration with HydroMetrics, in his future annual Water 

Quality/Water Level Reports to the Watermaster. 

 

There are two pumping depressions, one in the Northern Coastal Subarea and one in the Laguna Seca 

Subarea. 

 

Pumping in 2015 is the lowest since SIARs started being prepared in 2006, and is below the Decision-

allowable Operating Safe Yield for the Basin as a whole. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Franklin, seconded by Mr. Costa, the 2015 SIAR was unanimously approved. 
 

5. Discuss and Provide Input on the Preliminary Draft Watermaster 2015 Annual Report  
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Mr. Jaques responded to questions regarding the Preliminary Draft 2015 Annual Report and highlighted 

several of the issues covered in this document.  Following discussion there was agreement to make two 

revisions, one on page 79 and one on page 81, both to indicate that a stay will be requested of the 2015 

and 2018 operating yield reductions. 

 

Following some discussion on a motion by Mr. Costa, seconded by Mr. Franklin, the TAC unanimously 

recommended sending the Preliminary Draft 2015 Annual Report to the Board for its approval with 

these two revisions included.   

 

7.  Report on Analysis by HydroMetrics on Groundwater Flow Divides within and East of the 

Laguna Seca Subarea 

[Note: At the request of the Chair this item was taken out of order] 

Using the attached PowerPoint slides Ms. King presented and summarized the work that had been 

performed pertaining to flow divide issues.   

 

Mr. Jaques commented that Figure 1 in the earlier draft version of the report had shown somewhat 

different groundwater flow paths than the figure shown in the PowerPoint slides.  Following some 

discussion Mr. Oliver and Ms. King expressed the feeling that the PowerPoint figure more correctly 

showed the flow paths than the earlier draft version of that figure.   

 

Groundwater levels along the eastern boundary of the Laguna Seca Subarea were found to drop about 

15 feet between 2010 and 2018. 

 

There was much discussion on how the figures depict the flows and whether they support the hypothesis 

that pumping outside of the Laguna Seca Subarea is contributing to declining water levels within the 

eastern portion of the Laguna Seca Subarea. 

 

Mr. Yates noted that flow divides can stay in the same locations, even though groundwater levels may 

go up or down at those same locations.  He recommended (1) modeling further into the future and (2) 

simulating no Laguna Seca Subarea pumping at all, to see what those scenarios show in terms of flow 

paths and flow divide locations. 

 

Mr. Jaques recommended continuing work on this with these suggestions being addressed and not 

including the draft flow divide report in the 2015 Annual Report.  On a motion by Mr. Franklin, 

seconded by Mr. Oliver, the TAC unanimously agreed that it would be premature to include the draft 

report in the 2015 Annual Report.  Mr. Jaques will remove it from the 2015 Annual Report and edit the 

text to indicate that the Watermaster is still evaluating this issue and will report on it in the 2016 Annual 

Report. 

 

6.  Set Next Meeting Date 

The TAC concurred with the Program Manager’s recommendation that there be no TAC meeting in 

December, and that the next TAC meeting will be on January 13, 2016. 

 

8.  Schedule 

Mr. Jaques briefly summarized this agenda item and highlighted several scheduled activities.  There 

was no other discussion of this item. 

 

9.  Other Business 

There was no Other Business to discuss. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:29 p.m. 

 

Attachments:  PowerPoint slides used during presentations of Agenda Items No. 4 & 6 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: January 13, 2016 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.B 

AGENDA TITLE: Progress Update on Salinas River Groundwater Basin Investigation Model 

TAC  

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

There have not been any Salinas River Groundwater Basin Investigation Model TAC meetings since my last 

update to the TAC at our November 2015 meeting, but one is scheduled for January 12 (the day before our TAC 

meeting).  I will provide a report from that meeting at our February 10
th

 TAC meeting. 

 

A Stakeholder meeting was held in early December, but I did not attend as it was not a TAC meeting so our 

representation was not needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: None  

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

None required – information only 



12 

 

 

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: January 13, 2016 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.C 

AGENDA TITLE: Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

 This is an update on the planned submission of the basin modification request to recognize the 

adjudicated Seaside Basin per DWR Bulletin 118.  The requested modifications are being developed by 

MPWMD with input from numerous stakeholders including the Watermaster.  One of DWR’s 

requirements is that stakeholders and other affected parties be informed of proposed modifications so they 

can provide their input prior to submittal of the request to DWR.  Providing this update to the TAC and 

subsequently to the Watermaster Board will assist in complying with the intent of DWR’s requirements. 

 

One of the required elements of the basin boundary modification process set forth by DWR is for the 

requesting agency to adopt a resolution formally initiating the boundary modification request process.  

Accordingly, MPWMD plans to have such a resolution for the next MPWMD Board meeting on January 

27, 2016.  According to the DWR basin boundary regulations, within 15 days of this resolution adoption, 

the DWR must be provided with an “initial notification” of the proposed boundary modification.  This 

initial notification is first required to be filed and posted by DWR prior to the filing of the actual request 

for boundary modification.   The draft language that MPWMD will consider proposing to use for the 

resolution agenda item and for the required brief description to go with the DWR’s initial notification is 

as follows: 

 

The proposed boundary modification is to recognize the adjudicated Seaside Groundwater Basin as 

a distinct basin boundary, per the adjudication decision (“decision”) filed with the California 

Superior Court on March 27, 2006 (Case No. M66343).  The adjudicated Seaside Groundwater 

Basin boundary as defined in the decision more accurately reflects the understanding of 

hydrogeologic conditions in the basin than that depicted in the existing Bulletin 118 and the 

decision sets forth the physical solution needed for the basin’s sustainable groundwater 

management.  It is proposed that a new Bulletin 118 basin ID number of 3.4-07 be used to recognize 

the adjudicated Seaside Basin as a distinct basin boundary.  Recognition of the adjudicated Seaside 

Basin would include both internal and external boundary modifications to two existing Bulletin 118 

basins:  (1) 3-4.08, Salinas Valley, Seaside Area, and (2) 3-4.10, Salinas Valley, Corral de Tierra 

Area.  The basis for these modifications will be further described in the boundary modification 

request to be submitted to DWR. 
 

To supplement the TAC’s review, two maps are attached:  (1) the existing Bulletin 118 map showing 

basin boundaries in the northern portion of the Salinas Valley and adjacent areas, and (2) the proposed 

basin boundary revision that recognizes the adjudicated Seaside Basin. 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.C (Continued) 

The TAC is requested to review this planned approach, to provide its comments and, if the planned 

approach is found satisfactory, to provide its recommendation of approval to the Watermaster Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. The existing Bulletin 118 map showing basin boundaries in the 

northern portion of the Salinas Valley and adjacent areas. 

2. The proposed basin boundary revision that recognizes the 

adjudicated Seaside Basin (Plate1). 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Accept the planned approach as-is, or request revisions, and to then 

recommend approval to the Board 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: January 13, 2016 

AGENDA ITEM: 3 

AGENDA TITLE: Report on Expanded Analysis by HydroMetrics on Groundwater 

Flow Divides within and East of the Laguna Seca Subarea 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

At its November 18, 2015 meeting the TAC received a presentation by HydroMetrics on their work 

under RFS No. 2015-04 to estimate the locations of flow divides within and to the east of the Laguna 

Seca Subarea.  The Scope of Work of RFS No. 2015-04 was performed using estimated future 

pumping condition scenarios from previous modeling work to prepare projected flow divide locations 

in February and August of 2010 and 2018.  The results of that work were shown on a set of four maps 

to provide an indication of whether the flow divides were moving or whether they were relatively 

stable. The maps were accompanied by a short Technical Memorandum explaining the methodology 

used and an outline of the results. 

 

As discussed at the November 18 TAC meeting, preliminary findings of this work led to the 

conclusion that it would be beneficial to perform some additional work.  The additional work would 

largely consist of modeling some additional scenarios going out further into the future and under 

different pumping assumptions in order to better understand the impacts on the Laguna Seca Subarea 

from pumping in the Corral de Tierra area.  Some refinements to the draft report were also 

recommended to improve the reader’s understanding of the groundwater flow paths under the various 

scenarios.  It was felt that this additional work would provide a clearer and better understanding of the 

near-term and long-term impacts of that pumping on groundwater levels in the Laguna Seca Subarea. 

 

An Amendment No. 1 to this RFS was approved by the Board at its December 2, 2015 meeting.  The 

additional work authorized by Amendment No. 1 consisted of: 

 

• Putting additional flow arrows on the maps to improve the reader’s understanding of 

groundwater flow paths.   

• Producing additional flow divide maps for the baseline pumping conditions scenario (no CAW 

pumping in the LSSA and only Alternative Producers pumping) at year 2041 (February and 

August). 

• Producing additional flow divide maps for the scenario with all LSSA pumping halted for years 

2010, 2018, and 2041 (February and August). 

• Adding the locations of pumping wells on all maps. 

• Producing a map showing the amount of pumping at each well near the boundary of the LSSA 

and the El Toro area.  The amount of pumping will be shown by either a bar graph or a bubble 

map.  

• Producing a cross-section of the LSSA/ El Toro area to demonstrate what aquifer thicknesses 

are included in the model. 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

AGENDA ITEM: 3 (Continued) 

• Updating the draft report by including information about the amount of pumping in each 

simulation, and addressing comments that were raised during the review of the draft report. 

 

The results of this additional work were integrated with the original scope of work to develop the 

revised Technical Memorandum which is attached.  The conclusions from that document are 

presented below. 

 

1. The groundwater flow divides do not appear to move appreciably between 2010 of the Historic 

Scenario and 2041 of the Baseline Scenario. This indicates that flow divides will remain 

relatively stable under currently anticipated pumping conditions in the future. 

 

2. The groundwater flow divide located in the eastern portion of the LSSA is shown to migrate 

westward during the No Standard or Alternate Producer Pumping Scenario. This movement is 

caused by relative increases in groundwater elevations in the LSSA because pumping is 

reduced compared to east of the LSSA where pumping is not reduced. This migration 

highlights the fact that groundwater flow divides are not static physical features.  

 

3. For every month investigated in all scenarios, groundwater in the most northeasterly portion of 

the LSSA is on the same side of the flow divide as the Corral de Tierra subbasin of the Salinas 

Valley Basin (as defined in DWR Bulletin 118). This region of the LSSA was also shown by the 

safe yield analysis to be more influenced by pumping outside of the LSSA than by pumping 

within. The presence of a flow divide between this region and the rest of the LSSA further 

suggests that this region is in greater hydrogeological connection with the Corral de Tierra 

subbasin.  As a result, it will not be possible for the Watermaster to implement effective 

groundwater management strategies preventing groundwater levels in that portion of the 

LSSA from continuing to decline due to pumping in the Corral de Tierra subbasin.  The  

Watermaster is likely to have greater success implementing strategies aimed at stabilizing 

groundwater levels within the portion of the LSSA that is westerly of the flow divide between 

the LSSA and the Corral de Tierra subbasin. These may, however, be temporary strategies as 

any new well near the eastern edge of the LSSA could influence groundwater levels west of the 

current flow divide. 

 

4. There is little difference in the locations of the February and August flow divides that are 

external to the LSSA boundaries.  However, during 2010 of the Historic Scenario and 2018 of 

the Baseline Scenario flow divides within the LSSA are present in August but are not present 

in February. These temporary flow divides emerge due to seasonal pumping depressions that 

form during the summer months and disappear when pumping rates are reduced.   

 

5. Previous modeling results (Hydrometrics WRI, 2013) suggest that pumping in the El Toro area 

may prevent the eastern portion of the LSSA from achieving stable groundwater elevations. 

However, these model results are based upon an uncertain understanding of the 

hydrogeologic conditions in the El Toro area. If management of the LSSA is to be better 

informed, it will be important to undertake additional investigations in the El Toro area to 

improve on the geologic and hydrogeologic understanding of this area. 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

A representative of HydroMetrics will attend today’s TAC meeting via our teleconference line to 

make a presentation on this Technical Memorandum and to respond to TAC questions.   

 

Once the TAC is satisfied that the Technical Memorandum adequately describes the issues pertaining 

to this matter, it will be forwarded to the Board for their review and consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Expanded Technical Memorandum from HydroMetrics 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Approve the Expanded Technical Memorandum or make revisions 

to it 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: January 13, 2016 

AGENDA ITEM: 4 

AGENDA TITLE: Schedule  

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

As a regular part of each monthly TAC meeting, I will provide the TAC with an updated Schedule of 

the activities being performed by the Watermaster, its consultants, and the public entity, MPWMD, 

which is performing certain portions of the work.   

 

Attached is the most recent update of the Work Schedule for FY 2016.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Schedule of Work Activities for FY 2016 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Provide Input to Technical Program Manager Regarding Any 

Corrections or Additions to the Schedule 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: January 13, 2016 

AGENDA ITEM: 5 

AGENDA TITLE: Other Business  

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

The “Other Business” agenda item is intended to provide an opportunity for TAC members or others 

present at the meeting to discuss items not on the agenda that may be of interest to the TAC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
None 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

None required – information only 

 

 

 


