
!!
M E E T I N G   N O T I C E   AND   A G E N D A 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
                                                            OF THE 

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER !

` !

       DATE:  Wednesday, April 9, 2014

MEETING TIME:  1:30 p.m.

Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control Agency Offices 
5 Harris Court, Building D (Ryan Ranch) 

Monterey, CA 93940   
If you wish to participate in the meeting from a remote location, please call in on the Watermaster 
Conference Line by dialing (877)810-9415.  Use the Access Code of 4560043.  Please note that if 
no telephone attendees have joined the meeting by 10 minutes after its start, the conference call 

will be ended. 

OFFICERS 
Chairperson:  Roger Hulbert, California American Water Company 
Vice-Chairperson:  Joe Oliver, MPWMD !
MEMBERS 

California American Water Company                 City of Del Rey Oaks                         City of 
Monterey                                         City of Sand City                                  City of Seaside                                  

Coastal Subarea Landowners 
 Laguna Seca Property Owners                                               Monterey County Water Resources 

Agency                Monterey Peninsula Water Management District                                      

Agenda Item !!
1. Public Comments 
2. Administrative Matters: 

A. Approve Minutes from the March, 2014 Meeting 
      B. Update on California Water Plan 
3. Continued Discussion of New Survey Information on the Wang Subdivision Wells  

(Bob Jaques) 
4. Report on the Board’s April 2, 2014 Discussion of HydroMetrics Modeling of 

Laguna Seca Subarea (Bob Jaques) 
5. Seaside Basin Salt and Nutrient Management Plan (Joe Oliver) 
6. Schedule (Bob Jaques) 
7. Other Business  
8. Set Next Meeting Date 
The next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday May 14, 2014 at 1:30 p.m. at the 
MRWPCA Board Room.
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: April 9, 2014

AGENDA ITEM: 2.A

AGENDA TITLE: Approve Minutes from the March 12, 2014 Meeting

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY:   
Draft Minutes from this meeting were emailed to all TAC members.  Any changes requested by TAC 
members have been included in the attached version.   !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
ATTACHMENTS: Minutes from this meeting

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

Approve the minutes
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D-R-A-F-T 
MINUTES !

Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 

March 12, 2014 !
Attendees: TAC Members 

City of Seaside – Rick Riedl  
California American Water – Roger Hulbert 
City of Monterey – Norm Green  
Laguna Seca Property Owners – No Representative 
MPWMD – Joe Oliver 
MCWRA – Howard Franklin 
City of Del Rey Oaks – Ron Langford 
City of Sand City – Leon Gomez 
Coastal Subarea Landowners – No Representative !
Watermaster 
Technical Program Manager - Robert Jaques !
Consultants 
HydroMetrics - Derrik Williams (via telephone) !
Others 
MPWMD - Jon Lear  

__________________________________________________________________________ 
The meeting was called to order at 1:35 p.m., once a quorum was present.   !
1. Public Comments 

There were no public comments. !
2. Administrative Matters: 

A.  Approve Minutes from the February 12, 2014 Meeting 
Mr. Franklin requested that the names of the Chair and Vice Chair be corrected on the agenda for 
today’s meeting, and Mr. Jaques said he would make these corrections.  On a motion by Mr. Oliver, 
seconded by Mr. Franklin the minutes were unanimously approved as presented. !

3. Continued Discussion of HydroMetrics Modeling of Laguna Seca Subarea  
Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. !
Mr. Riedl noted that there was some inconsistency in that there are wells that are outside the Basin 
boundary, but we have been monitoring them anyway. !
Mr. Oliver stressed that the TAC needs to make a clear presentation to the Board on this topic, so that 
they are not confused by the technical aspects.  He suggested giving the Board something tangible for 
example something that the TAC has considered as a possible trigger to determine whether or not 
Material Injury has occurred. !
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Mr. Hulbert noted that the quantity of groundwater available would be a good trigger.  Factors such as 
whether well screens are put in too shallow, if the pumps are of poor quality, whether the well pump is 
submergible vs. shaft-driven, the elevation at which the pump was set, and other things can impact the 
pumping capacity of a well. !
There was much discussion with regard to policy and technical issues on this topic.  Technical issues are 
very complex and very site-specific. !
Mr. Oliver noted that additional conservation measures might be applied to the Alternate Producers, such 
as the pumping reductions already imposed by the Decision on the Standard Producers. !
There was discussion of other measures such as the percentage of water level falling and the percentage 
reduction in theoretical well capacity for use as triggers for more site-specific evaluations.  Mr. Jaques 
said he felt that the HydroMetrics report had already provided some of this information. !
Mr. Franklin recommended informing the Board that the model tells us that Material Injury has occurred 
or will occur because of "excessive pump lift." !
Mr. Riedl said he liked using the theoretical well yield as a trigger to evaluate whether or not a well has 
been Materially Injured. !
There was discussion with regard to Physical Injury being the impact on a well's ability to pump, and 
Material Injury being the monetary impact of this. !
Following much discussion regarding the recommendations contained in the agenda packet on this item, 
consensus was reached as follows: !

a. Under the items listed in the "Request for Direction" on page 10 of the agenda packet, 
delete these altogether from the TAC's presentation to the Board. !

b. Under the items listed in the "Technical Recommendations" on page 11 of the agenda 
packet, include all of these (as-is) in the TAC's presentation to the Board. !

c. Under the items listed in the "Non-Technical Issues the Board May Wish to Consider" on 
page 11 of the agenda packet, include all of these (as-is) in the TAC's presentation to the 
Board. !

Mr. Jaques said he would prepare a draft agenda transmittal to the Board on this topic and email it to 
TAC members for their review before finalizing it and sending it to Mr. Evans for inclusion in the agenda 
packet for the Board’s April 2, 2014 meeting. !
4. Schedule  

Mr. Jaques reported that there were no unusual items to discuss under this agenda item, and there was no 
further discussion. !
5. Other Business  

Mr. Franklin asked if discussion regarding the Wang Subdivision had been concluded. Mr. Jaques 
responded that the TAC had agreed at its last meeting to continue this matter over for further discussion 
after the review comments from MCWRA and MPWMD had been received.  Mr. Jaques said he would 
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re-agendize this topic once those review comments had been received.  Mr. Franklin and Mr. Oliver said 
they would provide their review comments to Mr. Jaques within the next week. !
6. Set Next Meeting Date 

The next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday April 9, 2014 at 1:30 p.m. at the MRWPCA 
Board Room. !
The meeting adjourned at 3:09 p.m. !!

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: April 9, 2014

AGENDA ITEM: !
2.B

AGENDA TITLE: Update on SWRCB Groundwater Action Plan

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager
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SUMMARY:   
At the TAC’s February 2014 meeting I reported that the State was preparing a “Groundwater 
Concept Paper,” which is intended to serve as a guide to the State in preparing groundwater 
protection actions, and to most effectively use State resource for groundwater management, 
throughout the State.  Attached is a Notice of Public Workshops pertaining to the California 
Groundwater Action Plan, which includes many if not all of the issues contained in the 
Groundwater Concept Paper.  I received the attached Notice on March 13, so there was not time 
to discuss it at a TAC meeting prior to the date of the first workshop.  However, I did forward the 
Notice to TAC members as soon as I received it. !
This is for information only, to let the TAC know that the State is working on actions it may or 
will take, as well as things it will likely be devoting resources (potentially including funding) to, 
as it implements the elements in its Groundwater Action Plan.  !
Also attached is a two-page Sustainable Groundwater Management paper which describes 
groundwater management issues discussed in the Action Plan. !
The Action Plan is 22 pages in length, and was therefore not included in the agenda packet.  It is 
available for download at http://resources.ca.gov/california_water_action_plan/. !!!!!!!!!!
ATTACHMENTS: 1. SWRCB Notice of Public Workshops on Sustainable 

Groundwater Management 
2. Sustainable Groundwater Management paper 
3. Table of Contents of the California Groundwater Plan 

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

None required – information only

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *
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Table of Contents of the California Groundwater Plan !

!   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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: April 9, 2014

AGENDA ITEM: 3

AGENDA TITLE: Continued Discussion of New Survey Information on the Wang 
Subdivision Wells  

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY:   
At the February 12, 2014 TAC meeting there was discussion regarding the report prepared for the 
Wang subdivision titled “Revised and Updated Project-Specific Hydrogeologic Report, Peter and 
Grace Wang 26-Lot Subdivision, (PLN #010422), Monterey County, California” dated August 2, 2013.  
In those discussions it was pointed out that there were two reasons for the TAC’s September 2012 
recommendation to the Board, and the Board’s subsequent concurrence, that the Watermaster not 
object to the use of the Wang wells to supply water to the subdivision:   

1. The Wang wells are outside of the Decision-defined Basin boundary, and therefore not within the 
Watermaster’s jurisdiction, and  
2. Based on the available data at that time, it was not possible to determine whether or not hydraulic 
connectivity existed between the Laguna Seca subarea and the Wang wells. !

This first reason is not changed by the information provided in the August 2, 2013 Report.  However, 
based on this new survey data it appears more likely that these wells could draw water from the 
Laguna Seca subarea. I initially recommended at the February TAC meeting that this new survey 
information and its potential significance be provided to the Board, but that the TAC make no 
recommendation for action by the Board. !
Mr. Oliver of MPWMD and Mr. Franklin of MCWRA stated that their agencies had also received this 
report and would be submitting comments on it to the County.    Based on this I suggested obtaining 
the review comments from MPWMD and MCWRA and providing them to the TAC for future 
discussion, and there was consensus to defer making any recommendations to the Board at that time, 
pending receipt of those review comments.  Mr. Bruno stressed that the boundary issue was the main 
basis for the Board's prior decision regarding the Watermaster's lack of jurisdiction with regard to the 
Wang wells, and that the Board may therefore not need any other information on this.  !
MPWMD is still in the process of finalizing their comments, but MCWRA has provided their 
comments, which are attached.  One of MCWRA’s conclusions from its review of the Report is that 
more information is needed to determine whether or not the Wang subdivision wells are hydraulically 
connected to the Laguna Seca subarea of the Seaside Basin.  At today’s meeting Mr. Oliver will 
provide an oral update on the status of MPWMD’s comments. 

ATTACHMENTS: Review Comments from MCWRA on this New Survey Data
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RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

Determine whether to have further discussion on this matter after 
comments from MPWMD have been received, or to provide this 
information to the Board at this time

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: April 9, 2014

AGENDA ITEM: 4

AGENDA TITLE: Report on the Board’s April 2, 2014 Discussion of HydroMetrics 
Modeling of Laguna Seca Subarea

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager
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SUMMARY:   
The findings of HydroMetrics’s modeling of the Laguna Seca subarea (LSA) were discussed at the 
TAC’s January, February, and March 2014 meetings, and the attached Board agenda transmittal 
containing the TAC’s recommendations was discussed by the Board at its April 2, 2014 meeting.   Here 
is a synopsis of the Board’s April 2 discussion of this matter: 
• A question was raised about the accuracy of the Model.  This will be addressed in the Model 

accuracy evaluation and possible recalibration work that the Board approved at this meeting to 
have HydroMetrics perform.  Mr. Williams noted that the Model did not exist when the Decision 
was ordered and that it provides a better tool for evaluating basin management issues than existed 
then. 

• Board members understood that pumping from outside the Basin along the eastern and southern 
boundaries of the LSA is affecting groundwater levels in the LSA and that if this is not addressed 
then the Watermaster cannot properly manage the Basin. 

• Mr. Freeman informed the Board that the likely process would be to first meet with those outside-
Basin well owners to discuss the findings of the HydroMetrics work, and to pursue bringing them 
into the Decision, so all pumpers in this area will be subject to whatever pumping requirements the 
Court decides to impose. 

• Mr. Freeman also encouraged the Board to notify the Court promptly of the findings of the 
HydroMetrics work and to inform the Court that the Watermaster is conducting additional 
modeling to learn more about the situation. 

• Mr. Freeman also said it would be appropriate to have a peer review done of the HydroMetrics 
modeling work to substantiate it.  This would be in anticipation of other parties (well owners 
outside of the current Basin boundary) needing to accept the modeling work as accurate and 
therefore not contest it is the Court seeks to include them in the Decision. 

• There were questions about how the Basin boundary was originally established. The best 
recollection of those who were present during the Decision process was that it was taken from a 
1982 USGS report.  That report noted that this boundary was a very approximate one, based on 
only a cursory evaluation.  Mr. Williams pointed out that there is no known hydrogeologic divide 
that establishes the Basin boundary in the southeastern corner of the Basin. 

•  Cal Am operates a number of wells in this area (outside the Basin) including the Toro, Bay Ridge, 
and Ambler Park wells.  There was some Board discussion as to whether it would be feasible for 
Cal Am to reduce its pumping from these wells.  Mr. Sabolsice responded that the mostly likely 
approach to reducing pumping would be for customers in that area to implement conservation 
measures.  Mr. Sabolsice commented that the Corral de Tierra golf course wells likely pump 
considerably more than the other wells in this area. !

The Board took the following action regarding the TAC’s Technical Recommendations (listed in the 
attached Board Agenda Transmittal):  The Board unanimously approved authorizing HydroMetrics to 
perform the additional modeling described under items 1, 2, and 3 of the Technical Recommendations.

AGENDA ITEM: 4 (Continued)

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *
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With regard to the Non-Technical Issues, the Board: 
1. Directed staff to notify the Court of the findings of the HydroMetrics work and to inform the 

Court that the Watermaster would be conducting additional modeling to get a clearer 
understanding of the situation.   

2. The Board chose to defer notifying producers within the LSA about those findings until the 
additional modeling work has been performed.   

3. The Board took no action regarding making a determination as to whether Alternative 
Producers in the LSA should be directed to reduce their pumping, nor did it take any action 
regarding contacting the Court about reestablishing the Basin boundary for the LSA.  These 
issues will likely be taken up by the Board after HydroMetrics completes the additional 
modeling that was authorized at this Board meeting. !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

ATTACHMENTS: April 2, 2014 Board Agenda Transmittal on this Topic (not including the 
HydroMetrics’s modeling report that was included in the TAC’s prior 
meeting agendas)

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *
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RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

1. Begin discussion of a scope of work for HydroMetrics to perform 
further modeling beyond that authorized at the April 2 Board 
meeting, if additional modeling is found to be necessary in order to 
provide sufficient information to determine what wells should be 
brought into the Decision in order to be able to stabilize ground 
water levels in the LSA. 

2. Seek names of firms that could perform a peer review of the 
HydroMetrics modeling work, in anticipation of the Board directing 
that a peer review be performed at a future date.

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: April 9, 2014

AGENDA ITEM: !
5

AGENDA TITLE: Update on Seaside Basin Salt and Nutrient Management Plan

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY:   
At the January 2014 TAC meeting a brief presentation was made on the Seaside Basin Salt and 
Nutrient Management Plan that was being prepared for MPWMD by HydroMetrics.  Here is a brief 
synopsis of the discussion from that meeting: !

• One significance of these Plans is that they can lead to Basin Plan amendments.   
• The Plan may call for a small amount of additional monitoring in the Seaside Groundwater 

Basin.  If so, the responsible party to perform this work will likely need to be determined and 
stated in the Plan. 

• If more monitoring needs to be performed, it was suggested that the Watermaster should leave 
to MPWMD the matter of assessing the responsible party issue, and that if MPWMD felt that 
the Watermaster should perform any of the additional water monitoring it would contact the 
Watermaster to make that request. 

• No new monitoring wells were expected to be needed.   
• The stakeholders had been identified under the Plan, and stakeholder involvement will be 

undertaken by MPWMD.  Many of the stakeholders are members of the Watermaster TAC. 
• Future grant funds will only be available to basins if there is a completed and accepted Salt 

and Nutrient Management Plan.   
• The Seaside Basin is one of a few basins, or the only basin, in California where groundwater 

quality is already showing measurable improvement.   !
HydroMetrics has now completed the Plan, and would like to discuss the findings with the 
Watermaster’s TAC.  MPWMD and HydroMetrics will provide an oral report on the key findings of 
their work at today’s meeting. !!!!!!!!
ATTACHMENTS: None
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RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

None required – information only

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: April 9, 2014

AGENDA ITEM: 6

AGENDA TITLE: Schedule 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY:   
As a regular part of each monthly TAC meeting, I will provide the TAC with an updated Schedule of 
the activities being performed by the Watermaster, its consultants, and the public entity, MPWMD, 
which is performing certain portions of the work.   !
Attached is the most recent update of the Work Schedule for FY 2014. 

!
This version includes new tasks for additional work, TAC discussions, and Board discussions 
regarding HydroMetrics modeling of the Laguna Seca subarea. !
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
ATTACHMENTS: Schedule of Work Activities for FY 2014

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

Provide Input to Technical Program Manager Regarding Any 
Corrections or Additions to these Schedules
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: April 9, 2014

AGENDA ITEM: 7

AGENDA TITLE: Other Business 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY:   
The “Other Business” agenda item is intended to provide an opportunity for TAC members or others 
present at the meeting to discuss items not on the agenda that may be of interest to the TAC. !
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
ATTACHMENTS: None

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

None required – information only
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