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M E E T I N G   N O T I C E   AND   A G E N D A 
 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

OF THE 

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  
 

       DATE:  Wednesday, December 10, 2008 

TIME:  1:30 p.m. 

LOCATION:  City of Seaside City Hall – Portable Buildings Conference Room 

440 Harcourt Avenue 

Seaside, CA 93955If you wish to participate in the meeting from a remote location, please call in on the 

new Watermaster Conference Line by dialing (877)810-9415.  Use the Access Code of 4560043.   

OFFICERS 

Chairperson:  Diana Ingersoll, City of Seaside 

Vice-Chairperson:  Tom. Bunosky, California American Water Company 

MEMBERS 

California American Water Company                 City of Del Rey Oaks                         City of Monterey                                         

City of Sand City                                  City of Seaside                                  Coastal Subarea Landowners 

Laguna Seca Property Owners                                               Monterey County Water Resources Agency                

Monterey Peninsula Water Management District                                      Public Member (John Fischer) 

Agenda Item 

 

1. Administrative Matters: 

A. Approve Minutes from November 21, 2008 Special Meeting 

2. Continue and Complete Discussion of the Completed Draft BMAP (Derrik Williams) 

3. Proposal by City of Seaside to Purchase Production Allocation from Another Producer 

(Rick Riedl) 

4. Special Presentation (Tom Bunosky) 

5. Other business 
6. Set next meeting date for Wednesday January 14, 2009 2008 at 1:30 p.m. 

To be held at the Seaside City Hall Portable Office Buildings Conference Room 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: December 10, 2008 

AGENDA ITEM: 1.A 

AGENDA TITLE: Approve Minutes from November 21, 2008 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

 
SUMMARY:   

 

Draft Minutes from this meeting were emailed to all TAC members.  Proposed changes have been included in 
the attached version.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Minutes from this meeting 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Approve the minutes 
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D-R-A-F-T 

MINUTES 

 

Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster 

Technical Advisory Committee Special Meeting 

November 21, 2008 

 

Attendees: TAC Members 

City of Seaside – Rick Riedl  
California American Water – Tom Bunosky   
City of Monterey – Les Turnbeaugh 

  Laguna Seca Property Owners – No Representative  
MPWMD – Joe Oliver  
Public Member – John Fischer  
MCWRA – Kathy Thomasberg 
City of Del Rey Oaks – No Representative 
City of Sand City – No Representative 
Coastal Subarea Landowners – No Representative 
 

Watermaster 

Technical Program Manager - Robert Jaques 
 

Consultants 

HydroMetrics LLC - Derrik Williams 
 
Others: 

None 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The meeting was called to order at 9:06 a.m.  
 
1. Administrative Matters: 

B. Approve Minutes from November 12, 2008 TAC Meeting 

On a motion by Ms. Thomasberg, seconded by Mr. Turnbeaugh, the minutes were unanimously 
approved as presented. 
 

The subsequent agenda items were taken out of order, as listed below: 

 

4. Proposed Consultant Contracts for 2009  

Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet material on this item. 
 
Ms. Thomasberg recommended measuring the depths of the monitoring wells and cleaning them if 
they are starting to sand up.  Mr. Oliver said he is looking into an air-lift device to clean these types of 
wells, which are two inches and larger in diameter. 
 
Ms. Thomasberg said that the QA/QP plan MCWRA uses had been forwarded to MPWMD.  She 
asked if this would be used in the 2009 work.  Mr. Oliver said it was a very extensive effort to do the 
same program as MCWRA does.  Ms. Thomasberg said EPA calls this a “Quality Assurance Project 
Plan” that would insure the data will hold up in court, if necessary.  It involves documenting all the 
work that is done.  Ms. Thomasberg said an abbreviated QA/QP may suffice.  Mr. Oliver said not all 
data is collected by a single entity, which complicates the process.  He recommended that this topic be 
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discussed by Mr. Oliver and Ms. Thomasberg, and then have them come back to the TAC with a 
discussion in early 2009.  Mr. Oliver and Ms. Thomasberg will notify Mr. Jaques when to schedule 
this for a TAC meeting agenda.  Mr. Oliver noted that having this type of program is not required by 
the Decision. 
 
With regard to Attachment 3 to the MPWMD contract Mr. Bunosky asked what are the 15 “New 
Water Quality Wells”.  The response explained that these are the wells were added to the Enhanced 
Monitoring Well Network in 2007. 
 
Mr. Bunosky asked if only one well would need to be retrofitted, and Mr. Oliver responded that that 
was correct. 
 
Mr. Bunosky asked Mr. Oliver what firm does the induction logging.  Mr. Oliver responded that the 
name of the firm is Wellenco and that this firm is used by both MPWMD and Martin Feeney. 
 
Mr. Bunosky commented that it is good to look at directly contracting with subcontractors, if there are 
large subcontracts going through multiple layers of subcontractors. 
 
Mr. Riedl recommended that Mr. Jaques highlight the insurance requirements in the new contract 
being developed for Mr. Feeney.  Mr. Jaques will do this in the transmittal letter when the contract is 
approved by the Board. 
 
Mr. Bunosky commented that ongoing costs of the current monitoring program contracts are about 
$4,000 per month (MPWMD and MCWRA contracts).  Ms. Thomasberg commented that MCWRA 
costs might decrease a little in the future.  Mr. Oliver said MPWMD is looking at ways to reduce costs 
such as automatically sampling certain wells to reduce labor costs. 
 
Mr. Bunosky commented that MPWMD and MCWRA have some general obligation as public water 
agencies to provide certain types of services.  Ms. Thomasberg and Mr. Oliver said that their agencies 
are both providing certain meeting services without charge to the Watermaster. 
 
Mr. Bunosky asked about Task 3 of the HydroMetrics contract for $35,000 for General Hydrogeologic 
Consulting Services.  Mr. Jaques explained that this would only be used if needed and if requested by 
the Watermaster. 
 
Mr. Williams said he was currently developing a scope-of-work to be sent to Mr. Jaques for the 
Modeling work for 2009.  This will be a separate R. F. S. to HydroMetrics. 
 
There was some discussion with regard to periodically updating the Professional Services Agreement, 
for example insurance coverage levels, to stay abreast of industry standards. 
 
Following this discussion there was a motion by Mr. Turnbeaugh, seconded by Mr. Bunosky, to 
approve all the contracts as presented and to recommend their approval by the Board.  The motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 

3.  Proposal to Move Database to New Hosting Site and to Use New Firm to Correct Deficiencies 

in the Database  

Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet material on this item. 
 
There was discussion with regard to RBF's performance to date, and the lack of a substantive response 
from RBF on many of the database issues during much of 2008.  There was consensus that the ability 
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to locally host the database and also locally make corrections and improvements in the database will be 
beneficial to the Watermaster. 
 
There was a motion by Mr. Turnbeaugh, seconded by Ms. Thomasberg to have Mr. Jaques move 
forward with the actions as described in the agenda transmittal on this item and also to send a closeout 
letter to RBF.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Bunosky asked that the TAC be copied with this 
letter. 
 
Mr. Fischer said it is important to make things as easily understood by the Board as possible.  Mr. 
Bunosky commented that each Board member should be supported by their respective technical staff to 
give them confidence in taking actions on the technical issues. 
 
Mr. Bunosky asked Ms. Thomasberg if MCWRA has a large database.  Ms. Thomasberg responded 
that yes, they do have a large database, and that they have internal equipment and staff to do much of 
the database work.  She went on to say that they had many of the same issues the Watermaster is 
having when they developed their database.  She commented that MCWRA does contract out their 
modeling work. 
 

2.  Discussion of the Completed Draft BMAP  

Mr. Williams summarized plans for completion of the BMAP.  He requested that editorial comments 
be sent directly to him, whereas factual issues and concerns should be discussed at the TAC meetings. 
 
Ms. Thomasberg made the following global comment:  With regard to MCWRA's Zone 2C she 
commented that this has impacts on some of the BMAP recommendations.  She noted that Zone 2C 
was established in 2003.  Some of the requirements are that water cannot be exported from Zone 2C to 
the Coastal areas, and this may impact some of the groundwater management recommendations of the 
BMAP.  She commented that this is a groundwater rights issue.  A legal review and opinion would be 
needed to determine how MCWRA's requirements may conflict with the Watermaster's plans.  [Note:  
After the meeting Ms. Thomasberg provided this amplifying information:  “It was mentioned that I 
thought it was a water rights issue at the TAC meeting.  Under the Agency Act exportation of ground 
water from the MCWRA Zones is prohibited by the courts through the legislative act, described on 
page 15, Section 21 of the Act.  This issue of exportation will need to be discussed further by a higher 
entity than the TAC.”] 
 
Mr. Jaques asked Ms. Thomasberg to please e-mail him a concise description of the issues, so the 
Watermaster can pursue clarifications/resolution of them.   
 
Mr. Williams asked Ms. Thomasberg for a paragraph describing this, too, for him to include in the 
SIRP and the BMAP, so the issue is identified.   
 
There was also discussion with regard to the need to have a map showing the authority boundaries of 
the Watermaster, MCWRA, and MPWMD, and to put this in an appendix that will be referred to in the 
text of the BMAP. 
 
Mr. Bunosky commented that the rise in water levels at the Sentinel wells (Figure 10) seems to suggest 
that the water levels do rise if pumping is stopped.  Mr. Oliver said the initial rate of rise would likely 
be flattened out asymptotically and still remain well below mean sea level for a long period of time, 
unless supplemental recharge supplies were developed. 
 
Ms. Thomasberg recommended checking the monitoring wells to insure that they are not plugged and 
thus providing misleading water level readings.  Mr. Oliver concurred and said he is pursuing well 
cleaning approaches for this purpose. 
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Discussion on the final draft of the BMAP will resume starting on page 25 at the TAC meeting to be 
held December 10, 2008. 
 

5.  Schedule for 2009 M&MP Activities  
There was no discussion of this item.  It will be discussed at a future TAC meeting. 
 
6.  Other business 

There was no other business. 
 
7.  Set next meeting date for Wednesday December 10, 2008 at 1:30 p.m. 

To be held at the Seaside City Hall Portable Office Buildings Conference Room 

 
The meeting adjourned at 12:11 p.m. 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: December 10, 2008 

AGENDA ITEM: 2 

AGENDA TITLE: Continue and Complete Discussion of the Complete Final Draft BMAP 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   
HydroMetrics has prepared the Final Draft Basin Management Action Plan (BMAP) addressing all of the 
TAC’s prior comments on this document.  The completed final draft document was emailed directly to 
TAC members by HydroMetrics prior to the November 21, 2008 Special TAC meeting, at which discussion 
of final comments and edits to that document began. 
 
As noted in the Minutes from the November 21, 2008 Special TAC meeting, it was agreed that  
discussion on the final draft of the BMAP will resume at today’s meeting starting on page 25 of that 
document. 
 
Today’s discussion is intended to complete identification of any final edits to be made before the document 
is printed for distribution to the Board.  It will be hand-delivered to the Board at their January 7, 2009 
meeting.  It will be agendized for the Board’s consideration, and hopefully approval, at their February 4, 
2009 meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
None (the Final Draft of the BMAP was emailed directly from 
HydroMetrics to members of the TAC)  

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Complete discussion and provide final edits and other final changes to the 
Final Draft BMAP  
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: December 10, 2008 

AGENDA ITEM: 3 

AGENDA TITLE: Proposal by City of Seaside to Purchase Production Allocation from 

Another Producer 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

Mr. Riedl of the City of Seaside has asked to place an item on today’s meeting agenda for the TAC to 
consider allowing Seaside Muni to purchase water rights to offset its over-pumping above Operating 
Yield in WY 2007 and WY 2008 of 3.12 AF and 6.86 AF, respectively. 
 
Mr. Riedl will provide an oral discussion regarding this proposal. 
 
Attached is a draft document Mr. Riedl provided for this agenda item. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS: 
Agreement for Purchase and Sale of Carryover Rights 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Provide feedback and direction on this proposal 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: December 10, 2008 

AGENDA ITEM: 4 

AGENDA TITLE: Special Presentation  

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

Mr. Bunosky asked that an item be added to today’s meeting agenda for the making of a Special 
Presentation. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: None  

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

None 

 


